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2 Samuel 11.26—12.13a Psalm 51.1–13, Ephesians 4.1–16 John 6.24–35

The past year and a half has been one of the most difficult periods of our lives and it has caused

many people to question some long held beliefs.  Our regular patterns have been so disrupted that we

have all been forced to sort out the most important from the least important aspects of life as we mourn

over our losses. As we begin to re-enter into a more ‘normal’ pattern we are faced with some decisions

about how we will move forward. We may be wondering ‘what does God really want from me?’  Since

we have these questions in our personal relationships as well, as in ‘what does my spouse/friend/boss

really want from me’, it should not be surprising for us to wonder, at times, if we are doing enough for

God. Scripture gives us insights into the answer of the question ‘what does God really want from us’ and

so I invite you to take a look at some of these ideas.  In the Gospel passage for today we hear Jesus

saying, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent”.  In another place in scripture we

read the prophet Micah, saying to the people of Israel on God’s behalf, “He has shown you, O mortal,

what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk

humbly with your God”. (Micah 6:8) Still another example comes from St. Paul as he urges the people

of Ephesus to ‘live a life worthy of the calling you have received’. (Eph 4:1) These responses from

God’s word to the question ‘what does God really want from me?’- believe in the one God sent, act

justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God, and live a life worthy of the calling you have

received - require some interpretation but what they all have in common is the challenge for us to adopt

some new attitudes.

Journeying with Jesus, we are told, is the way in which our true humanity can be realized.  We all

have our own ideas about what it means to be authentically human and some of those ideas are just fine

but some of them are way off base.  On our journey with Jesus we are exposed to a completely new way

of living, a way that requires that we believe that Jesus is the One whom God has sent. Other sources of

wisdom may have their place but followers of Jesus must not allow them to work against Jesus and his

teaching.  “The way we’ve always done things” may be OK but it may also be a pattern that pulls us

farther from the goal of being authentically human. Remember Einstein’s definition of insanity,

‘continuing to do the same thing and expecting different results’.  You might say that the conversations

we are having about the former residential schools fall into this category.  The way we used to do things

is being exposed as having some major problems and so repentance needs to be exercised and apology

and forgiveness needs to be expressed.  In this way reconciliation is made possible and our society can

become more humane, more truly human.  

As I mentioned last week a journey has a destination and a purpose and this journey we are on

with Jesus has the purpose of helping us become the wonderful human beings we were created to be.  

Our Church is called upon to become the wonderful community it was called to be and so St. Paul urged



his friends in Ephesus to ‘live a life worthy of your calling’ and I urge the same.  We have the choice to

follow our own desires or to place our lives in the hands of Jesus and allow the Holy Spirit to shape us. 

I, for one, have chosen to place my life in the hands of Jesus.  This decision has not always been easy to

maintain - there are frequent temptations to ‘throw in the towel’ - but I do not regret placing my life in

the hands of Jesus.  I have learned to believe in the one whom God sent and I give thanks for the ways in

which his transforming Spirit has been working in my life.  I am far from being perfect but, as I look

back on my life, I can see some of the changes.  Many of those changes have come about in and through

the Church communities to which I’ve belonged and through those changes, I hope, those Church

communities have become more effective instruments in the hand of God.  That was St. Paul’s hope, I

believe, as he penned the letter to the Ephesians.  He hoped that the particular gathering of believers in

Ephesus would become an even more beautiful and effective light for Christ.  That is my hope for this

parish family as well and in order for that to happen I join with St. Paul to say, “Make every effort to

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  In the section of the letter we heard today he is

addressing some of the structure of the organization as he speaks of the ‘apostles, prophets, evangelists,

pastors and teachers” who have been given to the Church in order to ‘equip the saints for the work of

ministry’.  This passage is at the centre of my life because of the role God has given me but I firmly

believe it is also to be at the centre of our understanding of the Body of Christ, the Church. One of the

messages within this passage is that the Church is to perform ‘works of ministry’ and God provides

leaders (bishops, priests, deacons, lay readers, Wardens, ....) to help equip the people of the Church to do

those works.  For some people this will be a revelation.  Isn’t it the priest’s job to do the work of

ministry?  Well, as a fellow member of the Body of Christ there is certainly some truth in that statement

but no leader can do everything.  It is part of my calling in your midst to help you find and learn to use

the equipment that will enable you to do the ‘good works God has prepared for you to do’ (see Matthew

5&6) The goal, as St. Paul states, is ‘so the Body of Christ may be built up until we reach unity in the

faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the

fullness of God’. (see Eph. 4:12,13) Part of our journeying with Jesus, our becoming more authentically

human, is to become an even healthier community that is unified in purpose and equipped to bring God’s

ministry into the world around us.  The fullness of God has been promised to us as a foretaste of the day

when that fullness will cover the whole earth and so I rejoice at the privilege of journeying with Jesus

into that wondrous future.

The Church as a working unit is a concept that is being re-discovered and is at the heart of the

‘mission minded’ focus that is now a part of our Diocesan life.  Each congregation in the Diocese is

situated in a unique location with special challenges and opportunities to do the work of God.  Each

congregation is also made up of a unique collection of people who are on the journey with Jesus



together.  The Holy Spirit, the master weaver, draws each gathering together and weaves them into a

beautiful and effective ministry tool to bring the light of Christ into various and sundry areas of the

wonderful world in which we live.  The wonder of the Holy Spirit’s work is that no matter how small the

group, no matter the number of resources available, God’s work is enabled and blessed when willing

hearts are offered in God’s service.  

Of course all is not sweetness and light. There are many temptations and pitfalls that exist along

the way. Discouragement over the circumstances in which we find ourselves can sometimes cause us to

believe it is an impossible task and when that happens we are urged to remember the story of the loaves

and fishes. Sometimes the mistakes we make in our relationships with the other members of our

congregation threaten to undo everything and at other times those mistakes can prevent God from

working in our midst. The remedy for these errors is to repent and offer ourselves anew to the God who

restores and rescues.  “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me” prays

David after he was confronted with the reality of his sin. The entire nation of Israel could have been

devastated and God’s wondrous efforts to bring the light of God into the world through the nation of

Israel severely hampered had David not repented.  How many times have we witnessed a leader denying

a fault and the disastrous consequences that result. We may not have committed the same kind of sin

before God as David did but we may have something that is preventing us from growth as a community

or as an individual. That is why there is an opportunity to repent and confess included in our regular

gatherings. The journey with Jesus has drawn us into a loving fellowship under the guidance and

protection of God’s Messiah in order that we might become all we were designed to be.

To help us on our journey we are given certain aids.  Our Diocesan and parish leaders are given

to us in order to help us find and use the equipment we need to get God’s job done - whatever portion of

that job that has been given to us.  We are surrounded by teaching and examples of how to live, and how

not to live, and we have access to resources and encouragement to help us on the journey. We have the

wondrous and beautiful opportunity to receive from Jesus the very bread of life.  Jesus said, “I am the

bread of life. The one who comes to me will never go hungry, and the one who believes in me will never

be thirsty.”  This passage may indeed be saying that our physical needs will be looked after by the God

in whom we trust but it is also speaking about those spiritual and emotional needs we all have.  The

bread of life is the bread that satisfies our every need, physical, emotional, and spiritual.  The sign of that

bread is the small wafer that will be consecrated but the reception of the bread to which the sign points

depends on our belief and cooperation with God and God’s work.  Much has already been accomplished

and much more will be asked of us as a faith community as we minister on God’s behalf.  So, I pray, let

us all live a life worthy of the calling we have received and continue to grow in grace and in the

knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


