
Worship Guide – August 1 

9:30 AM Outdoor Worship 

Supply Pastor: The Rev. Marcia Bell 

 

+ WE GATHER BEFORE GOD + 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE   Sonata in D Major – Johann Christof Friedrich Bach 

 
Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

We are from north and south. 

We are from tiny apartments and expansive homes. 

We are from this city and from others far away. 

We are from big families and dinners made for one. 

We are from stages of grief and stages of love. 

We are from hot summers and cold winters. 

We are from kitchens with passed down recipes, 

and front porches with old, familiar swings. 

We are from the dust of the earth and the stars of the sky. 

We are from a lot of places, but today we are here. 

Today we are together. 

Holy God, gather us in. 

 

OPENING HYMN   ELW  Praise the Lord! O Heavens 

Praise the Lord!  O heav’ns, adore him; praise him, angels, in the height; 

Sun and moon, rejoice before him; praise him, gleaming stars and light. 

Praise the Lord, for he has spoken; worlds him mighty voice obeyed; 

Laws which never shall be broken for their guidance he has made.  

 

Praise the Lord, for he is gracious; never shall his promise fail. 

God has made his saints victorious; sin and death shall not prevail. 

Praise the God of our salvation; hosts on high, his pow’r proclaim; 

Heav’n and earth, and all creation, laud and magnify his name! 
 
Text:  Foundling Hospital Collection 

Music:  Franz Joseph Haydn 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

   

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

  



CALL TO CONFESSION 

If we were to call the prayer of confession by another name, I would call it a moment for truth 

telling— a moment to pause, to reflect, to be honest about the places we want to grow and the 

way we need God’s help. Family of faith, there is power in honesty. So pray with me. We 

worship a loving and gracious God. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

When people heard that Jesus was from Nazareth, 

they asked, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” 

We confess, God of beginnings, that we have asked the same question. 

Can anything good come from that side of town? 

From a school with poor test scores? 

From a criminal history? 

From the opposite political party? 

From a history of addiction? 

From a faith with doubt? 

From a church with faults? 

Holy God, forgive us for doubting that you are in all things at all times.  Open our eyes to 

see your goodness, not as something that resides here or there, but as the expansive grace 

that it is. 

Can anything good come from there? 

Yes. Always yes. Amen. 

 
Family of faith, if you ever ask yourself, 

“Can anything good come from this messy and human life of mine?” 

Remember this: God is always whispering, “Yes.” 

You were created in the image of God. 

Your origin story is one of goodness and love from the very beginning. 

So hear and believe the good news of the gospel: 

God is here. God is at work among us. 

We are forgiven. Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, 

I don’t always know how to pray, 

but you find me anyway. 

I don’t always know how to listen, 

but you are in my ears all the same. 

I don’t always know how to believe, 

but you surround me with beauty and 

I find myself held together in love. 

Where I come from there are so many distractions. 

Where I come from there is so much noise. 

Find me. 

Hold me. 

Be in these words. 

Help me hear. 

Amen. 

  



 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:4b-15 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet 

in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to 

rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the 

earth, and water the whole face of the ground— then the LORD God formed man from the dust of 

the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living 

being. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom 

he had formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 

sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil. 

 

A river flows out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it divides and becomes four 

branches. The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of 

Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are 

there. The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one that flows around the whole land of 

Cush. The name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is 

the Euphrates. 

 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 175 (Alleluia) 

Song leader sings; congregation responds. 

 

 
Music:  Jacques Berthier, and the Taizé Community 

c. 1984 Les Press de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 



GOSPEL:  John 1:35-51 

 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk 

by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and 

they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you 

looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you 

staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they 

remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who 

heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his 

brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He 

brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be 

called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter). 

 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 

him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 

of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ 

Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of 

him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you 

come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 

you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus 

answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 

greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 

and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON                                                                                                      Rev. Marcia Bell 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 798 The Summons 

 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me? 
 
Text:  John L. Bell c. 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Music:  Scottish traditional 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

  



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe that goodness can come from the dirt, 

that faith can come from doubt, 

that minds can be changed, 

that justice can begin with us, 

and that something good can come from Nazareth. 

We believe all these things, because we believe that God is 

more expansive than we have words for— 

showing up in the corners of our world so often 

ignored and denied. 

We believe that from this place of holy surprise, 

God invites us forward— 

beckoning hope, bravery, and curiosity from each of us. 

“Come and see,” God says. 

We believe. 

Help our unbelief. 

Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Jesus told the disciples, “Come and see.” 

 

Come and see the healing that is about to take place, the meals at the Table, and the little ones 

who will run to me.  Come and see the prisoners freed, the hungry fed, and the demons cast out. 

Come and see the crowds and the walking on water and the prayers in the garden. 

Come and see! 

 

Friends, we are being invited to come and see a deeper life of faith.  One of the ways we can say 

yes is by giving what we have—time, money, and/or our talents. So let us say yes to this 

invitation of faith together. Let us give our tithes and offerings. Amen. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Ebenezer – Welsh tune, setting by Larry Shackley 

 
c. 2001 Hope Publishing Company    
Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 

feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

As Jesus taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

BLESSING 

Family of faith, 

as you leave this place, may God grant you 

the curiosity to counter assumptions, 

the vulnerability to befriend, 

the bravery to speak your truth, 

the wisdom to listen, 

the strength to ask for help, 

the resiliency to chose love, even when it’s hard, 

and the awareness of the Holy Spirit always beside you. 

In the name of the Great Connector—Love itself, 

go in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 823  This is my Father’s World 

This is my father’s world, and to my list’ing ears  

all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought 

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought.  

 

This is my father’s world; the birds their carols raise; 

The morning light, the lily white, declare their maker’s praise. 

This is my father’s world; he shines in all that’s fair, 

In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me ev’rywhere. 
 
Text:  Maltbie D. Babcock 

Music:  Franklin L. Sheppard 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

POSTLUDE  Carillion – Francis Poulenc 

 
c. 1935 Durand   

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176 or was written by Rev. Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | 

sanctifiedart.org.. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered under copyright licenses; CCLI 

1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021.   

 

We are grateful for Rev. Marcia Bell for leading our worship this morning.  Pastor Bell is 

currently serving our synod as the Director of Mobility, and formerly served as Dean of Interim 

Ministry. She was elected to two terms as a member of Synod Council and represented Southeast 

PA synod at both the 2007 and the 2009 ELCA churchwide assemblies.  Pastor Bell and her 

husband, Robert, reside in Telford and enjoy spending time at their cottage in Paradise Falls. 

They are the proud parents of two adult daughters and thoroughly enjoy their role as 

grandparents to Caleb, Chloe, and Christian. 



 Hello to my new friends at St. John’s! 

First, I’d like to thank the congregation for making me feel so welcome with your 

cards and greetings, and certainly with my cupcake party!  

Now that we are finally making the move into the lovely Sanctuary, I need some 

information: If you have and/or, are interested in participating in the musical life of St. John’s, 

please contact me, preferably via e-mail to let me know what your specific interests are, e.g. 

choir, praise team, handbells, instrumental or vocal solos, etc. 

It’s important that I have plenty of information for planning purposes, especially in light of social 

distancing protocols.  You can reach me at bmod7@comcast.net.   

Thank you! Ben 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Worship Attendance 
7/25/2021 – In Person 40, Zoom - 19 households 

Giving Amounts Total received 

between  

7/4-16/2021 

Amount Needed 

between  

7/4-16/2021 

General Fund $5,822 $11,216 

Building Fund $239   

Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 

reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 

building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 

electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  

7/4-16/2021 
$75 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 250,859.65 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your 

prayers: Alex Kunkel, Bob Moran, Betsy Rodger, Nancy Terpoilli, Brian Allebach, 

Charles Krupp, Jean Leister, Kenny Nace, Tom Ciesielka, Ann Brown Hager, Alyssa 

Gegan, David Mounts, Ann Lewis, Carolyn Iris, Melissa Snyder, Sandy Umstead, 

Theresa Hasson, Renaud Fix, Theresa Gross, David and Linda Kratzer, Leah Crater, 

Leanne Kratzer, Steve Keyser, Bev Fretz, Jim McNally, Richard Mariner, Sydney Crossin 

and Florence Van Dyke. 

  

 

 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 

mailto:bmod7@comcast.net


Order your Hoagies by Thursday, August 12th 
Can be ordered with or without onions and banana peppers  

To order your July hoagie please contact Elaine Keller by phone (215.262.5366) or 

email elaineakeller@comcast.net  before August 12 for an August 19th pick up. If you have any 

questions about the hoagies or our trips, please contact Elaine.  

There is a sign up genius in the Weekly Email for those who can help assemble hoagies. 

Food Collection for Open Link this Saturday, August 7th.  Let’s focus on meeting 

some of Open Link’s biggest needs.   

This time let’s bring; Pasta and Pasta Sauces/tomato products, cooking oil, 

creamy soups and body wash. 

 NEW Dates Available through Labor Day!   

Meal Train for Brian & Jennifer Allebach 

A meal train, to provide a meal on Saturdays, has been started. To access the meal train 

sign-up, see what dates are available and find out all the pertinent information, see the weekly 

email or contact the church office. 

 Brian also loves to receive cards - so feel free to drop one in the mail to their home address, 

which is: Brian Allebach, 1096 Soffa Road, East Greenville, PA 18041. 

Thank you for your tender care for this family at this challenging time. 

 JOIN THE A/V TEAM—  Do you or someone you know have an interest in 

video or audio technology?  We could use more help on the A/V team on 

Sunday mornings.  No special skills are required, we will teach you everything 

you need to know.  If you are interested in giving this part or our ministry a try, please contact 

Colleen Carlin (colcarlin@hotmail.com; 215-813-4776) or Brian Gegan 

(briangegan@amsentrp.com; 215-429-5768).  Please consider joining the team. 

You can support St. John’s every time you shop at Amazon—and it costs 

you nothing! 
Simply go to smile.amazon.com to select St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran, 

Green Lane as your supporting charity.  Then all purchases you make through smile.amazon.com 

(same prices as amazon.com) will donate a percentage on to St. John’s. If you use Amazon’s 

mobile app, you will have to go into the app to turn Amazon Smile on.  Just go into the Amazon 

app, click on settings, then click on AmazonSmile and follow the prompts to select St. John’s 

and turn on AmazonSmile so all your purchases count!  For more information, call the church 

office! 

You Are Invited—Inter-Church Bowling League is looking for additional Church 

Teams or Individual Bowlers to join in. 

We bowl each Tuesday evening at Earl Bowl Lakes, Allentown Road, 

Earlington - 6:30pm  the season runs Aug. 31-April 19, 2021 Cost is $13/bowler/week  

You don't need to be a great bowler as we use a 90% handicap.  

Great Fellowship, Year End Banquet with Awards and Prizes.  

If you are interested or have questions please reach out to Bill Bennett at 215-669-8856 or 

billbennett11@comcast.net. 

  

 

mailto:elaineakeller@comcast.net


Return to Indoor Worship –  

 beginning  NEXT Sunday,  August 8th 

 We expect the sanctuary renovations to be complete by the end of the month and look forward 

to returning to worship in the sanctuary on Sunday, August 8. 

In anticipation of our return to in-person indoor worship, the Worship and Music Committee met 

to create protocols to continue to keep our community safe and healthy as we continue to live 

through this pandemic.  While vaccination numbers are rising and transmission rates are 

dropping in Montgomery County, St. John’s leaders will continue to monitor numbers and if, at 

any time, we feel the need to change protocols based on guidance from healthcare professionals 

and our synod, we will do so and communicate those changes to the congregation. 

We are a community of faith and in response to God’s deep love for all people, we will honor 

our brothers and sisters by doing our best to keep one another safe and healthy.  Therefore, the 

following protocols will be in place when we return to the sanctuary for worship on August 8 

and until further notice: 

We will continue to worship at one service at 9:30 AM.  We will continue to livestream our 

service each Sunday on Zoom for anyone who does not feel comfortable returning to in-

person worship.  Recordings of worship will continue to be shared on our website.   

Masks are optional only for those who are fully vaccinated.  We ask those who are not fully 

vaccinated to wear masks at all times while indoors and to refrain from singing. 

While the pews will not be taped off, we do encourage social distancing with those who are 

not part of your household.  Please spread out throughout the sanctuary.  (The balcony is 

not available.) 

Singing will continue but we ask that you sing quietly and consider masking.  Singing 

continues to be one of the greatest risks for transmission of the virus. 

Communion will continue to be celebrated once a month in the pews using the pre-packaged 

elements that the congregation picks up on their way into worship.   

The offering will be collected in baskets available when you enter and leave worship. 

We will continue to refrain from sharing the peace and Pastor Becky will not be greeting 

folks at the end of worship.  If you need to speak with Pastor Becky after worship, please 

go to the parlor to see her and, if unvaccinated, wear a mask. 

Bathrooms will be available for use.  We ask that you use the disinfectant spray provided on 

all surfaces you touch in the bathroom.  

We ask that you respect the preferences of other worshippers.  Some folks will want to greet 

one another, shake hands and/or hug.  Others will not be comfortable with these actions.  

Some vaccinated folks will still prefer to wear masks while indoors out of safety for 

themselves and/or vulnerable individuals in their household.  As a Christian community, 

we are called by Christ to love our neighbors and one way we do that is by respecting 

each person’s comfort level with respect to this pandemic and how individuals live into 

the safety precautions in place.  



The church council and the Worship and Music Committee will continue to review worship 

practices, attendance, guidance from healthcare professionals and our local and national church 

and make changes to these protocols as warranted.   

The church leadership also strongly encourages worshippers who are eligible to get the COVID-

19 vaccine for the safety of all of God’s children.  If you need assistance finding a vaccination 

site, please contact the church office for assistance. 

As always, if you have any questions about any of these protocols, please reach out to Pastor 

Becky Schanely, Tony Aleide (council president) or Erika Haldeman (Worship and Music 

Committee chair). 

  

 

 


