
Ask not… 18th July, 2021. 

I suppose you are aware that the lectionary 

from which we get our readings is heavily 

redacted?  Sometimes it is to spare our 

tender sensibilities, such as the imprecatory 

psalm 137, where the psalmist invokes wrath 

against the enemies of God with the words, 

‘Happy is he who repays you for what you have 

done to us - he who seizes your infants and 

dashes them against the rocks.’  (Imprecate 

means to ‘pray evil against’ - in case you 

weren’t quite sure). 

Or sometimes it may be to spare your blushes, 

as in passages from the Song of Songs that is 

never used in the lectionary because of the 

erotic imagery of its poetry. 

But sometimes - like today’s gospel - you are 

left wondering why on earth did the Lectionary 

Committee leave out two major miracles of 

Jesus’ ministry? 

If you read the chapter in its entirety, you will 

have realized that both the feeding of the 

5,000 and the description of Jesus walking on 

water have been omitted.  I don’t have a 

satisfactory explanation as to why this may 

have occurred, but it makes us focus on what 

is left.  But before I wrestle with that, I want 

to say that I think Mark must be having a joke 

with his readers in his description of Jesus 

walking on the water. 

Let me explain; 
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There are the disciples, straining at the oars 

in the boat, ‘as the wind was against them’ and 

then the account says they saw Jesus walking 

out on the lake - and he’s about to pass them 

by’ - so they had to call out to him!  Really?  

How likely is that?  ‘Oh, I’m just taking a short 

cut over to the bakery to make sure we get 

some warm buns for breakfast - I didn’t see 

you guys there!’  I don’t think so. 

Then he gets into the boat and the wind dies 

down, and they are ‘amazed’ - as well you would 

be - but they don’t say a word about the sight 

they’ve just seen - but they are ‘amazed’ 

because they ‘had not understood about the 

loaves; their hearts were hardened.’ 

Is this really likely, or is Mark just messing 

with our heads - or deliberately giving us 

something to chuckle about? 

You see someone you thought was a human 

being - albeit a pretty strange one - doing 

something that is humanly impossible - and 

then you say to him, ‘Boss, can you tell us 

about the trick you did with the loaves on the 

mountainside back there? 

Right - enough preamble.   What I see in what 

we are left to read is  echoed from one 

passage to the other.  Verses 30-34 have 

Jesus trying to get away with his disciples for 

a well-deserved rest, but being sabotaged by 

crowds of needy people on whom he had 
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compassion; and verses 53-56 describes a 

similar mobbing of Jesus by people with all 

sorts of needs and requests. 

Everyone is asking for something - and Jesus 

manages somehow to dispense the required 

medicine to all.  Note, too, the physicality of 

the events; the people run on foot to see 

Jesus, they run carrying sick people on mats 

and beg to let them touch even the edge of his 

clothes.  No zoom or internet for them to 

come and meet Jesus. 

And I think it’s time that we began to feel 

better about coming to our church to meet 

Jesus - to make the effort again.   

There has been a sense, during lockdown, of 

‘If I just log in and join the meeting - that’s 

enough.’ 

For some unfortunates, that is indeed all they 

can do - and how wonderful that we do have 

zoom to help us contact the rest of our 

congregation.  But oddly enough, it often those 

who are not physically able to get to church 

who still give the most time to it. 

I am reminded of John F Kennedy’s inaugural 

speech, in which he asked the now famous 

question, ‘Ask not what your country can do 

for you; ask what you can do for your country.’ 

Swap the word, ‘country’ for ‘church’, and you 

have a whole world of possibilities open up. 

3



Towards the end of this service I am indulging 

all of us in a well-known Zulu song, which is 

only 3 words long, so I’m hoping that you’ll all 

be able to join in; ‘Siyahamb' ekukhanyeni 

kwenkos,’ which means, ‘We are marching in 

the light of God.’  Dancing is encouraged. 

As an aside, the Postlude requires you to be 

quiet and still, or you simply won’t appreciate 

the marvellous effects of the sound of 

African rain.  I suggest when we get to it that 

you close your eyes and just listen. 

But to our topic - what can I do for my 

church?  You may not think you can heal people 

by letting them touch the hem of your cloak - 

even if you had one - but believe me, you will 

bring so much joy and healing to someone who 

hasn’t had an opportunity to speak to or touch 

another human being for over a year and a 

half. 

I was talking to a man from our parish as I was 

watering the church garden on Thursday, and 

he was compla in ing that he thought 

inclusiveness could go too far.  I won’t go into 

the details of his argument, as it would not be 

fair to him as he’s not here this morning, but it 

would be a challenge to all of us to get 

alongside another of a different faith and 

explain why you say you are a Christian.  They 

may say that ‘there is only one Mohammet,’ or 
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‘there is only one Buddha’, or ‘one Zoroaster’ - 

all of which is true - but when put on the spot, 

do you have an answer as to why Jesus aces all 

of the others? 

It’s OK - I’m not asking you to put your hands 

up now, but inclusiveness means accepting 

those with whom we might not naturally be 

drawn to; those who are - as one of my South 

African friends liked to joke - NQOTD (not 

quite our type, dear). 

Look at the epistle for today - Paul is saying 

that all the Gentiles, the ‘uncircumcised’, the 

heathen - you and me who were not born 

Jewish, are now part of God’s fold, we too are 

God’s children; ‘Consequently,’ he says, ‘you are 

no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow 

citizens with God’s people and member of 

God’s household…’ 

Getting alongside those who are NQOTD is 

what we are called to do; and part of what 

makes us different as Christians is that our 

Lord did just that.  He got alongside the riff-

raff and despised of society and told them 

that they were not far from the kingdom of 

heaven, and that those who were the so-called 

(and self-professed) pillars of the Jewish 

religious leadership were those who were 

actually further than most from salvation. 

Our gospel has Jesus out on the lakeside, out 

in the back country in Canadian terms - not in 
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downtown Vancouver, Calgary, or Toronto.  Yet 

look at the impact this ministry has had over 

the last 2,000 + years. 

But my message for today is that Jesus would 

very likely not have achieved a fraction of 

what he did, had he not had his disciples to 

help and support him.  He had twelve of them - 

and I’m thinking that so many centuries later 

we should have managed to multiply that 

number many times over in every church in the 

land.  And by that I don’t mean just members 

of our congregation - but live, active, 

energetic working disciples of Christ, engaged 

in each of our own ministries for this church.  

What are your gifts?  You all have them - even 

if it’s only time to come and help clear tables 

and lift a dishcloth; even if it’s only to sit 

alongside someone who is hurting and share a 

moment of comfort; even if it’s only to share 

your story with another so they don’t feel left 

out; even if it’s only to bring someone to 

church who otherwise wouldn’t be able to 

come. 

The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 

few, (Matt 9:37). 

Ask not what your church can do for you, but 

ask what you can do for your church. 
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Together, we can be a force to be reckoned 

with; separated, we are sad shadows of what 

might have been. 

I don’t think we want to be sad shadows, do 

we?
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