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Service Schedule  

 
Sunday 10:00 am 

 
Check the website for on line 

Services and developing  
in-person worship plans 

 
www.oldchurchrd.com  

 

Are we really going to be back in the church for in-person 
worship in September?  At this point that is the plan, but 
given recent numbers, who knows for sure.  Certainly we 
hope and pray that we will be able to.  What will it look like?  
There have been some reports suggesting that attendance 
may be down in churches as people have got used to not 
coming to church. Members of our congregation seem to 
have continued to attend the Zoom services, although less  
so now that summer is here, and that is a good indication 
that attendance in September will be strong, although I am 
sure there will be some concerns. The Rev. Scott Gunn, 
Executive Director of the Forward Movement, the producers 
of Forward Day by Day, has some interesting thoughts.  He 
says “If you are an exhausted person who can’t muster the 
energy to be part of your church in the way you were two 
years ago, it’s OK.  Rest. Even Jesus needed time for 
refreshment and prayer, so take the time you need.  The 
church depends on Christ alone; the church will carry on as 
you rest.”  And “...if your church and your church’s people 
aren’t ‘back to normal’ that’s perfectly fine.  Rest. Be well. 
Realize that the start of the program year in September isn’t 
a hard deadline for anything.  In God’s time, the church will 
do what it needs to do.” 

Submit items for the August Newsletter by July 27th. 
mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 
 

During this time when we are not meeting face to face it is  
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT if you change contact information, 

eg. address, phone number or email address, that you notify the 
office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
SCHEDULE: 

 
Sunday Worship: 10:00 – Watch the Website and emails for further    
information 
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Men’s Group Meetings:   Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
 
 

--WELCOME BACK PLANS-- 
 
We are planning to be back in our church building for in-person worship this coming 
September.  We are waiting out of an abundance of caution to see what happens with 
COVID over the summer. 
 
To kick this off, we are planning a ‘homecoming’ celebration the weekend of August 28th 
and 29th.  There are plans for an outdoor Eucharist, a picnic and a campout for those 
who are interested in camping. 
 
Further information and directions to the event will be forthcoming in mid-August.  If 
there is a resurgence of COVID and these plans have to be changed, a further news 
item will be posted by email and on the website. 
 
Foreword Day by Day: 
There are still two copies of the August/September/October edition of this resource 
available.  If anyone would like to receive one, please contact office@oldchurchrd.com. 
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Finances: 
Heat the Church--updated: 
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  To the end of June, we have had 33 days covered.  Thank 
you to all who continue to support this. The suggested donation is $25 for a day. 
 
Financial Statement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember your giving during the summer months.  For information on giving go 
to www.oldchurchrd.com/news. 

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications: 
While flowers on the altar are on hold during this time of isolation, the opportunity still 
exists to remember loved ones and special dates as we do when sponsoring flowers.   
Please let us know of people and events that you might like remembered as a Special 
Dedication on a particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. Special Dedications will appear in 
the announcements on the designated Sunday. If you wish to make a donation, 
please refer to the giving information noted above. If you are going to send a cheque, 
please email the office at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your 
dedication and the Sunday you would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer, put in the 
message section your dedication, the date you would like it to appear and the fund to 
which you would like the money designated.  

Windward Islands Update 
Update #4 - Archdeacon Noel Wygiera 

Hard times continue in the wake of the devastation caused by the volcanic eruptions on 
St. Vincent.  Returning evacuees to their homes is a challenging problem as much of 
the north end of the island is covered in thick layers of volcanic ash.  Houses have been 
destroyed under the weight of the ash and this year’s crops have been devastated. 
Farmland could take years to recover. 

Thank you to parishes of the Diocese of Calgary who have responded to the crisis with 
compassion and have raised funds to help with the relief effort. This week we would like 
to highlight the effort of two parish communities in the north end of the diocese who 
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recently engaged in a bit of friendly rivalry: Grace Lutheran Church, Bentley and Church 
of the Epiphany Anglican Church, Rimbey. 

In the early days of the disaster, Grace Church took up a special collection for St. 
Vincent relief. Grace is a small but very active congregation with much past involvement 
with relief work in our Companion Diocese of the Windward Islands. They were able to 
raise a little over $2000 for the Primates World Relief and Development Fund’s St. 
Vincent appeal. Following that, they challenged their sister parish of Epiphany, Rimbey 
to do better.  Epiphany rose to the challenge and recently reported raising $2335 for the 
PWRDF.  Both parishes would like to extend the challenge to other parishes in the 
Diocese of Calgary.  Are you up for the challenge?  The need continues in St. Vincent.  

Financial Donations can be made through the Primate’s World Relief and Development 
Fund (https://pwrdf.org/pwrdf-accepting-donations-for-people-displaced-by-st-vincent-
volcano-eruption/).  

Around the Parish: 

Devotional:                                                                                                                     
This is the next in our series of devotionals written by members of Parish Council.  This 
month it is written by Eric Nyrose. 
 
                                                                    God of yesterday, today and tomorrow 
 

We are living in a time of great awareness                                                                                      
of the wrongs of our history. (I hope) we have 
grown and developed as a society so that we 
now know that the ways we used to do things 
long ago are not the best way to do them now. 
Yet I wonder if we should be judging the past 
by the standards of the present.  

 
Several in our small group Bible study have taken up the challenge of reading through 
the Bible. While sharing our learnings recently, a common reaction was that we don’t 
understand what God was up to in some of these ancient stories. The wars, the killing, 
the inequality, the injustice. Some of it is just hard to read and even harder to 
understand how God could work with people like that. I am currently reading through 2 
Kings and 2 Chronicles written during periods of great unfaithfulness among God’s 
people. It’s hard to take sometimes and I’m not sure what to make of it.  
 
Then I remind myself that this all happened 3000-4000 years ago in a time and culture 
much different than ours, one that we may even describe as barbaric. The standards of 
ancient people were very different from modern times and, I might say, very wrong by 
modern standards. Yet we have a God who has always come down to meet people 
where they are at. Our God chose to work among these ancient barbaric people. He 
chose to build a relationship with them and offer them a better way. When we look at 
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the system of laws God gave his people Israel, they would have stood out as exemplary 
among the peoples around them … if only they had followed them.  
 
God still chooses to be among his people today. We think we’ve progressed so much 
yet really, we still struggle with inequality, injustice, wars, killing, etc. We just do it in 
more modern ways. As you read the Bible, don’t skip over these parts but strive to see 
how God was working in those ancient stories, and how he will continue to work in our 
lives today.  Eric Nyrose 
 
Those returning to school: 
We remember at this time those young people from our parish who are going on to 
various forms of post-secondary education.  We also think of all young people returning 
to school this fall in these still uncertain times. 
O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities, that they be lively centres 
for sound learning, new discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who 
teacxh and those who learn may find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.   (BAS page 679) 
 
Around the church: 
 
Cleaning: 
 
The church cleaning crew and the Altar Guild have started doing cleaning in the hall and 
church so that it will be ready for our anticipated opening to public in-person worship in 
September. We give thanks for all involved in this. 
 
Cleaning crew:  
Those of the cleaning crew who worked in the hall recently were Debb Mann, Bob 
Dixon, Louise Anderson and David Crozier Smith.  If you feel that you might be able 
to contribute to this ministry, and would like more information, contact Debb 
Mann at 403-350-4798 

Stone restoration: 

Work is progressing on the stone work.  The area on the south side of the nave is 
finished.   
 
 
 
 
       Before          After 
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He is has finished the work on the area around the front door. 
 
 
             
      
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Before   After 
 
     
 
 
        Work in progress, now complete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shawn had hoped to replace the stone that has on it the provincial plaque, but did not 
want to damage it.  He checked, and as a result of budget cuts, the historical resources 
department of the government no longer supply these so he has done careful repair 
around it.  If you are looking at the old stone and see cracks, he has told me that most 
are superficial and cracks are only a problem if they go right through the stone.  He is 
now working on the arch at the south west corner of the church. Shawn has again told 
me how impressed he is with how the church was originally built.  We are very fortunate 
that our first resident priest was also a master stone mason! 
 
 
Garden Crew:  
If you have some time you could help out please contact Beth Mapletoft 
at dbmaps@telus.net or 403 347 3223.  
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Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 
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