
WEEK 3: Future People

APPETIZER (INTRO): A YEAR WITHOUT PANTS

The future is full of surprises! The year 2020 was a year of meetings without pants!

A new era of history: Each Old Testament prophet gave a snapshot of a new world order.

Micah 4:4: Everyone has a home
Jeremiah 31:34: Everyone is a pastor
Ezekiel 36:26-27: The law of love will rule
Isaiah 2:4: No more war

Sign me up for a war-free, vineyard-owning, coffee-with-God life.

DINE IN (MAIN): A WRINKLE IN TIME

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+4%3A4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A34&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+36%3A26-27&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+2%3A4&version=NIV


Mark 1:14-15  

“We are the community that lives the life of the future in the present.” – Gordon Fee

Can we start imagining what it would look like to live the future now?

Before Jesus we get a partial future picture
Christians are called to be time-travellers from the future
Christians don’t guess what the future is, Jesus shows us and tells us
Jesus is the future person
The future starts now

Matthew 4:23 // Mark 1:10 // Philippians 2:7

Christian mission is…

a preview of coming attractions.
prenatal vitamins to a malnourished soul.
a taste of the future and telling us where it came from.
empowered by the Spirit through Baptism. 

Jesus announced a new world and gave tastes of breakthrough possibilities.

TAKE OUT (CONCLUSION): FUEL OF THE FUTURE

Jesus needed empowerment because he was human. (Mark 1:10)

The Spirit is the first instalment of the future. (Ephesians 1:14)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A14-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A23&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A7+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A10&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A14&version=NIV


The same Spirit is in us to make the future possible. (John 14:16-17)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A16-17&version=NIV


HOME CHURCH QUESTIONS

HANG OUT | Large Group

1. Meghan opened her sermon about some of the innovations that are coming. What
innovation of the future are you most looking forward to or wish was coming?

2. What about stood out, encouraged, or challenged you from this week’s sermon?

HEAR | Discussion Groups

3. Read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5-7.

a) What stands out to from the passage?

b) What are the characteristics of future people according to Jesus?

c) What does it look like to live the life of the future now in the following areas outlined in
Jesus’ sermon? i.e. money, sexuality, family, enemy-love, etc.

d) Read the description of the early church in Acts 2:42-47 & Acts 4:32-35. How are the first
Christians living the future?

e) If you are a follower of Jesus, how has knowing him changed your life?

f) How are we best positioned as Christ-followers to offer hope and new vision? How can
Christians best serve the world?

Bonus: Compare and contrast the Old Testament timeline versus the New Testament
timeline. What do you notice? What do you think the reason is behind the “overlap” section in
God’s plan with Jesus?

HUDDLE | Huddles

4. Jesus as our example shows us that we need to receive empowerment from the Spirit first
before we go to do good works.

a) In your huddle, consider asking God for this same empowerment if you haven’t already or
ask for more empowerment for what lies ahead.

b) What is God calling you to do or try that wouldn’t be possible without the same
empowerment given to Jesus? To end your time, consider using the following prayer based

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5-7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A42-47&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A32-35&version=NIV


on John 14:12-14 and Luke 4:18.

Dear Lord,

Incredibly, you have said that we will do even greater things than even you. We ask for a fresh
outpouring of the Spirit to anoint us with a special power to do the will of God in the world: to
preach the good news to the poor, to proclaim humanity’s release, to partner in the healing
of ourselves and the nations, to step into freedom. May our eyes be opened and our hearts
and minds be illuminated to your life and desire for this world. Direct our steps and show us
the way to new Creation, new healing and new life in you. Amen.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A12-14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A18&version=NIV

