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Introduction to the day 
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a 
sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people 
want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He 
calls us to come to him and believe in him, and through that relationship to know the one who 
sent him. 
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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  When Morning Gilds the Skies (LAUDES DOMINI) (ELW 853) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat and are 
satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 
A reading from Exodus. 

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land 
of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out 
into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
  4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day 
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether 
they will follow my instruction or not.” 
  9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation 
of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say 
to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; 
then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 
  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer 
of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness 
was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said 
to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread that the Lord has given you to eat.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16 
A reading from Ephesians. 
 
1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
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  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said,  
 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 
  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the 
lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the 
heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work 
of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 
14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, 
we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 
working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: John 6:24-35 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they 
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you 
come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because 
you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For 
it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 
in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so 
that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the 
manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from 
heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is 
that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give 
us this bread always.” 
  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  I Am the Bread of Life (ELW 485) 
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs……… 
 
Abundant God, you have blessed us with bountiful food from the Earth, and you feed our souls with 
your Word. We give thanks for the gifts of grace and the sustenance that comes from Jesus, the 
bread of life. We also are thankful for our health, safety, shelter, and for all the farmers and workers 
who toil in the fields to grow our food. Grant us the wisdom to be careful stewards of the Earth, to 
preserve all living and nonliving things, and to use your resources wisely. Lead us to share our 
abundance with the hungry here and throughout the world. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bread of Life, Paul wrote to the Ephesians, “Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making 
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit,…. one Lord, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all.” Inspire us to love our neighbors as ourselves in thought, word, and deed- no matter who we 
are, where we’re from, or what we look like. Help us to truly make you the first priority in our lives. 
Teach us to forgive others, tell the Good News, and work for equity and justice in our world. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Living Bread, we fervently pray for your peace to overcome the violence in the world. Give all 
leaders the courage to end warfare, torture, and revenge. Guide them to lay down their weapons 
and continually work for compromise. Protect anyone who lives in the midst of violence, who serves 
in the military, and all who are refugees. Relieve the stress in those who have returned from war, 
and bless all veterans and the families of military personnel. We also pray for all who are dealing 
with extreme weather events. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Creator God, empower us to recognize and use our talents to their fullest so that they will multiply 
in service to you and will not be wasted. Bless Pastor Chad, Katie Beth, our bishops, and all the 
volunteers and lay leaders who serve the church. We rejoice with those who are celebrating 
anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy occasions.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Sustainer God, we pray for healing for all those who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. We pray you will 
bring strength and wholeness to all those who struggle with long-term diagnoses, such as addiction, 
depression and dementia. Help everyone suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. Bless the work 
of all medical personnel, caregivers, and researchers to find cures and heal their patients. Help us 
bring joy and companionship to our elderly loved ones and shut-ins. Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
God of mercy, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud……………….. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Comforter, we pray for all those to whom death draws near and those who have died. Bring 
peace, strength, comfort, and hope for their family and friends who mourn. Remind us all of your 
promise of eternal life and steadfast love. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 


