
Newsletter - 1 August 2021 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place the it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively 
send an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has 
been saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. If you are a 
visitor, please grab a free barista made coffee (available most mornings). We would love to meet 
you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents with 
infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service for 
high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children, and we 
have a crèche for ages 1-5 at the end of the main hallway. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

WELCOME 

BEING THE CHURCH MEANS GENEROUSLY STEWARDING WHAT GOD HAS 

ENTRUSTED TO US 

2 Cor 8:1-15  

APPEAL TO COMPLETE THE COLLECTION 
We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that was given to the churches 
of Macedonia: 
2 During a severe trial brought about by affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty 
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 I can testify that, according to their ability and 
even beyond their ability, of their own accord, 4 they begged us earnestly for the privilege of 
sharing in the ministry to the saints, 5 and not just as we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves 
first to the Lord and then to us by God’s will. 6 So we urged Titus that just as he had begun, so he 
should also complete among you this act of grace. 

Continues on following page... 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

SERMON NOTES 

Continued from previous page... 

7 Now as you excel in everything — in faith, speech, knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love 

for us — excel also in this act of grace. 8 I am not saying this as a command. Rather, by means of the 

diligence of others, I am testing the genuineness of your love. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ: Though he was rich, for your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty you might be-

come rich. 10 And in this matter I am giving advice because it is profitable for you, who began last 

year not only to do something but also to want to do it. 11 Now also finish the task, so that just as 

there was an eager desire, there may also be a completion, according to what you have. 12 For if 

the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what 

he does not have. 13 It is not that there should be relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a 

question of equality. 14 At the present time your surplus is available for their need, so that their 

abundance may in turn meet your need, in order that there may be equality. 15 As it is written: The 

person who had much did not have too much, and the person who had little did not have too little.  

-- 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 (CSB) 

1) Re-read v1-5. Paul lists describes the Macedonian church and her circumstances. What was the 
motivating this church to be so radically generous? 

2) In v6-7 Paul links generous giving as one aspect of being a disciple of Christ. In what ways does giv-
ing generously help ‘complete’ us in grace? 

3) How does our giving relate to our relationship with Jesus? How does generous giving glorify God? 
4) What is one step you can take today to grow in generosity? 
5) How does the gospel focussed giving increase our love for God and for people while decreasing our 

love for self and possessions? 
6) In v10-11 we learn that the Corinthian church is being encouraged to “finish the task” of giving. To 

what extent should churches today encourage people to give today? 
7) In v12-15 we see the basic principle of how much to give. What is this principle? 
8) Share a story of generous Christian giving that spurred you on to give more generously. 



 DIARY 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  

Sunday 1 August 
10:00 am  Worship Service 

4.00 pm Zoom for Youth (Online) 
Thursday 5 August 

10:00 am—11:30 am WWOW Card Making 
(refer Wendy Harrison for further information) 

GIVING 

In our church we have 2 offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this con-

gregation. The second offering goes toward various ministry organisations we support. If you would like 

to support this work you can do so in a few different ways:  

In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 

Bank Transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356.              For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 

Via Church App: Online or via our church app: https://wpcrc.org.au/give  

Suzanne Theron 30 July 

Lynette Dyer 31 July 

Jack Organtzoglou 1 August 

Neil Bester 8 August 

Anne Keegel 11 August 

Nicolette Wildenboer 12 August 

Alison Horner 12 August 

Martin Van der Merwe 13 August 

Mari Van Staden 14 August 

https://wpcrc.org.au/give


As required by Victoria Health we need to keep a 
record of who has been attending the church ser-
vice. We have set up a QR code that you can scan 
when you arrive at church on which your basic 
information will be captured securely onto a form 
in Elvanto.  

We will only use or disclose your check-in infor-
mation for coronavirus (COVID-19) contact trac-
ing.  Your data will then be deleted after 28 days. 
Your details won't be used for marketing or other 
purposes. 

We will also have some volunteers with iPads to assist people who are unable to check in using their 
phones. It may take a bit of time to get everyone through the process so please try to be a bit earlier at 
church than what you would normally be. 

A huge thankyou from the Deacons 
for the wonderful response to our 
call to help with The Dining Room 
Mission in Croydon. 
So far, we have delivered two lots 
of great food over the last two 
months and the team at the TDR 
Mission have really shown their 
heartfelt appreciation. 
We have a small list of volunteers, 
but if anyone else might like to 
consider joining us in the future 
please let us know. 
Yours in His service. 
Joy, Sandra, Lizet and Dale. 

BUDGET UPDATE 

Funds in: March was a better month in terms of offerings and 
funds received into our church bank account. 
Expenses: Payments for the month were much higher than budget, 
primarily due to some arrears CRC Australia ministry share contri-
butions that were brought up to date.  The year-to-date expenses 
as reported is now reasonably accurate and mostly in line with 
budget. 
Shortfall: Our year-to-date cash shortfall is about $25k, marginally 
better than budget.  This means y.t.d. we have drawn down on or 
depleted our cash resources to the amount of about $25,000. . 



The Newsletter team is looking for another volunteer!   

Unfortunately one of our team members is unable to continue as part of the team and we are 

looking for a replacement.  Full training will be given and you don’t need to be a computer wizz 

to join.  You  will only be rostered on for two weeks out of six and we are flexible to change ros-

ters around your other commitments.  For more information, please email the newsletter team 



PRAYER POINTS 

We can do nothing without prayer. All things can be done by importunate (persistent) prayer. It 
surmounts or removes all obstacles, overcomes every resisting force and gains its ends in the face of 
invincible hindrances. ~ E.M. Bounds 
 
As we go into the coming week let us daily pray; 
That the Lord will help us to overcome our fears and help us to strive to live for him with boldness so 
that all may see Jesus in us. 
  
For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. (2Timothy 
1:7 NLT) 
 
 Give thanks and praise to our God for the Holy Spirit dwelling within us equipping us and 

encouraging us to live for Jesus. 
 Please pray for Suzanne Nel as she is currently in hospital, pray that the Lord will grant her his 

comfort and his peace and that she may be healed. 
 Please pray for Brendon Meyerink who has been a missionary in Ireland for a number of years. 

Brendon is suffering from New Daily Persistent Headache which is very debilitating. Please pray 
also for his mother Liz who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. The Meyerinks were 
members of our church for many years. 

 Please pray for those among us adversely affected by covid whether that be through employment 
problems, small business problems, or health issues. 

 Please pray for the marriage relationships in our church, pray that the Lord will give us all a spirit of 
peace and love so that the evil one will not gain a foothold. 

 Please pray for our nation that we as a nation will wake up to the fact that it is not us who are in 
control but God so that we will humble ourselves before him and seek his will. 

 
Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in India. There were 145 recorded incidents of reli-
gious persecution against Christians in Hindu-majority India in the first half of 2021, including murders of 
pastors and attacks on churches, according to the Evangelical Fellowship of India (EFI). The half-yearly 
report of the EFI’s Religious Liberty Commission (RLC), published in July, documents 22 cases in which 
churches or places of worship were attacked or forcibly deserted, and 20 instances in which Christian 
families living in rural areas faced ostracism or social boycott for refusing to give up their faith. 

The EFI said violence against Christians stems from “an environment of targeted hate” sparked by a 
“sense of impunity generated in India’s administrative apparatus”. It said the second wave of Covid-19 
seemed to have given the police “a ruse” not to register persecution cases. Christians in India were sub-
jected to vicious and widespread violence in the first half of 2021, according to the Evangelical Fellow-
ship of India. The “most alarming development” has been the expansion and scope of Freedom of Reli-
gion Acts, known as anti-conversion laws. “The laws ostensibly punish forced or fraudulent religious con-
versions,” said the EFI. “But in practice, they are used to criminalise all conversions, especially in non-
urban settings.” Madhya Pradesh, which in early 2021 tightened its Freedom of Religion law dating from 
1968, had the worst record for violence and discrimination against Christians, recording 30 cases be-
tween January and June this year. 

Continues on following page... 

https://efionline.org/2021/07/23/religious-liberty-commission-half-yearly-report-2021/
https://efionline.org/2021/07/23/religious-liberty-commission-half-yearly-report-2021/
https://barnabasfund.org/nz/news/indian-state-governor-passes-new-anti-conversion-ordinance-in-madhya-pra/


SUMMARY OF LAST SESSION MEETING 

  
 

• Prior to the Session meeting, the pastoral care team met to talk through catching up with people, 
especially those who are not in a Growth Group. 

• The names of members of the pastoral care team and Growth Group leaders are now included in 
the weekly newsletter so that people can contact them. 

• Tim outlined arrangements for finishing up at Wonga Park, prior to his vicariate in Perth. 
• Tim also led discussion about the upcoming (and now covid-postponed) round-table discussion 

about discipleship of children and youth within our church: discipleship as a church, in the home, 
and personally. 

• Plans for discussion of ministry to older youth are to be drafted by a team of several elders. 
• The 3 interns will continue their internship under Chris, following Tim’s departure. 
• Processes for communications between deacons and elders will be developed as the new struc-

tures settle into place over the next few months. 
• The annual financial statements are being prepared.  A full audit will be conducted this year.  (This 

is done every 3 years and a more limited review is done on other years, all in accordance with gov-
ernment requirements for incorporated bodies.) 

• The budget for the new financial year will be formulated starting this month. 
• Session briefly reviewed how well it worked for the worship services to have the children’s talk 

linked with the Sunday School lesson, rather than to the sermon as was the case last year.  It was 
agreed that the new arrangement works very well.  Parents become familiar with what the chil-
dren are being taught in Sunday School, it’s positive for the children and it’s not a problem for the 
worship service overall.  The children’s talks have been excellent in general recently too. 

• Jack Organtzoglou has been an elder for 3 years and will be finishing up shortly.  An election will be 
arranged soon. 

   
  

Peter Williams 

In April a mob of religious radicals burst into a Christian’s home in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, where Pas-
tor Manu Damor was leading five families in prayer. He called for police protection when the mob be-
gan beating down the door and tearing through the roof of the house. The pastor and his family were 
later charged under the state’s anti-conversion law. Pastor Manu’s wife was released after spending 
nine days in jail. Her husband remains in prison, according to the report. In another instance in Madhya 
Pradesh, villagers in Mangadh decided in February that none of the local Christians were to be allowed 
access to drinking water or to walk on village roads. They fixed thick barbed wire around the public 
tube well to prevent Christian families from collecting water. 
Uttar Pradesh, which introduced a Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Religion Ordinance in Novem-
ber 2020, continued to be “a dangerous place for Christians”, recording 22 cases. In February 2021, ex-
tremists vandalised a church in Barely, Uttar Pradesh, daubing “Jai Sri Ram” (victory to Lord Ram, a Hin-
du god also called Rama) on its walls and doors. Police initially blocked the pastor’s complaint, denying 
the incident had happened and only agreed to examine the matter after they saw pictures of the van-
dalism. In one of the most brutal cases reported, a group of extremists barged into the home of Pastor 
Alok Rajhan in Odisha state in May and beat him so severely that he later died. 
                Barnabas Fund. 

Continued from previous page... 



Alister and Adri are pleased to share their engagement on 18/7/21! 



 Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Tim Gray 

timothygray000@gmail.com 
0448 660 291 

  
Wednesday Nights (Online) 

Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
  

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Sunday afternoons (Afrikaans in person) 
Contact: Lourens Geldenhuys 

insightabs@bigpond.com 
0409 990 398 

  
Monday Nights (currently online) 

Contact Peter Williams 
pw4@live.com.au 

0431 500 006 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 
  

Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Lynette Pretorius 

pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 
0423 889 912 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 
 

Jack Organtzoglou  

0403 377 559 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Kasha Schubert  

0450 012 177 
 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

Michelle Organtzoglou  

0488 777 517 
 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 
 

Ina Du Plessis 

0425 833 596 

https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=9ebdeb61-794a-42ba-bdfb-a8a963722f54
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=e67cfce6-f8e1-44ad-b6cc-509b313d4a4c
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=0ba9f6f2-3946-48a1-83d7-0c40749f74ff
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=a479ed3f-fcad-47e1-b398-d428fc1e9f31
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=81c08fc4-cb0f-4079-8abc-a689788110ac
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=3e8fad87-18b1-44b9-bcb6-4dcd56f36747
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=aac7a2b9-a49a-11e6-bd2b-0219ad55c99b


CONNECT WITH US 

 

 

Newsletter Editors 

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Gina Herft 

0411 694 316  

 

Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 

 

Child Safe Coordinator 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 

prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808 

 

Music Ministry 

Mia Van Wyk 

0420 817 800 

 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nicky Bester 

0439 084 987 

 

Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 

0499 230 872 

 

Crèche ministry 

Abigail Remminga 

0497 370 820 

 

GEMS  

(primary aged girls group) 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 

 

Kids Hope Coordinator 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

 

CAP Money Course 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 

 

Pastor 

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Youth Pastor 

Tim Gray 

0448 660 291 

youth@wpcrc.org.au 
 

Chairman and Worship Services 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Finance 

Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 
 

Growth Groups 

Jack Organtzoglou  

0403 377 559 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 

 

Sandra Stork 

0418 592 206  

 

Lizet Kritzinger  

0405 762 190  

 

Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  

 

 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 

offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  

Administrator  

Currently vacant 

clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 

mailto:prayer@wpcrc.org.au

