
Suggestions for how the Rogation Days Readings may be used: 

The “ask” of the Latin “rogare” from which “Rogation” is derived, may be understood in our 
more recent context as referring perhaps, no less than in ancient times to our asking God to 
intervene for us to protect the created order from blights and plagues. But today’s ecological crisis 
also calls out to us to ask God to “search our ways”, and show us humans where we have been 
wrong in the exercise of our stewardship of God’s Creation. The Lord’s prayer teaches us to ask: 
“thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” for just this purpose.  

The Genesis 1:26 reading speaks of the dominion God gave to the human race over the fish 
of the sea and over all creatures. Understanding dominion as stewardship implies we will be held to 
account for our stewardship, when reckoning comes, as the parable of the wicked steward suggests.   

 Prayerful walks throughout the Parish were part of ancient Rogation days. Praying outside in 
God’s Creation is a good way of being mindful of God’s marvelous power to transform; and as these 
days happen during the season of Easter, to bring new life from the dead. One thinks of “humous” in 
the earth in this regard.  

 In the Middle Ages Rogation days became associated with “the beating of the bounds” a 
practice that came to involve abuses we would want to avoid today. But prayerful walks and outdoor 
prayer services have been part of a welcome renewal of the practice of rogation days in many parts 
of the Anglican world in recent decades. The lists of Scripture references provided for the Season of 
Creation would also be appropriate at any of these services.  

The following collects and lessons for Rogation Days are printed in our Canadian 
Book of Common Prayer, 1962: 

* * * 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

COMMONLY CALLED 

ROGATION SUNDAY 
THE COLLECT. 
O LORD, from whom all good things do come: Grant to us thy humble servants, that by thy holy 
inspiration we may think those things that be good, and by thy merciful guiding may perform the 
same; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
THE EPISTLE. St James 1. 22. 
BE ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of 
the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass. For he 
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But 
whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. If any man among you seem to be 
religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. Pure 
religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

THE GOSPEL. St John 16. 23. 



JESUS said unto his disciples, Verily, verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full. These things have I spoken unto you in parables: the time cometh when I 
shall no more speak unto you in parables, but I shall show you plainly of the Father. At that day ye 
shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you; for the Father 
himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God. I came 
forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. His 
disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no parable. Now are we sure 
that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that 
thou camest forth from God. Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? Behold, the hour cometh, 
yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and 
yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me. These things I have spoken unto you, that in me 
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world.  

THE ROGATION DAYS 
BEING THE THREE DAYS BEFORE ASCENSION DAY 

THE COLLECT. 
ASSIST us mercifully, O Lord, in these our supplications and prayers, and dispose the way of thy 
servants towards the attainment of everlasting salvation; that, among all the changes and chances of 
this mortal life, they may ever be defended by thy most gracious and ready help; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE EPISTLE. 1 Timothy 2. 1. 
EXHORT therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, 
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time. Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in 
Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity. I will therefore that men pray 
everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting. 

THE GOSPEL. St Luke 11. 1. 
IT came to pass, that, as Jesus was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples 
said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. And he said unto them, 
When ye pray, say, Father, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Give us day by day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our sins; for we ourselves also forgive every one that is Indebted to us. And 
bring us not into temptation. And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go 
unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine in his 
journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set before him? And he from within shall answer and 
say, Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give 
thee. I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he is his friend, yet because of 
his importunity he will rise and give him as many as he needeth. And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

Or the following Collect, Lesson, and Gospel may be used, for THE FRUITS OF THE EARTH AND 
THE LABOURS OF MEN. 
 
THE COLLECT. 



ALMIGHTY and merciful God, from whom cometh every good and perfect gift: Bless, we beseech 
thee, the labours of thy people, and cause the earth to bring forth her fruits abundantly in their 
season, that we may with grateful hearts give thanks to thee for the same; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
THE LESSON. Genesis 1. 26. 
AND God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God 
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face 
of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for 
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to every thing that creepeth 
upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for food; and it was so. And God 
saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 

THE GOSPEL. St Mark 4. 26. 
JESUS said unto his disciples, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the 
ground; and should sleep and rise, night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the car, after that 
the full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, 
because the harvest is come. And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with 
what comparison shall we compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the 
earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: but when it hath been sown, it groweth up, and 
becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the birds of the air may 
lodge under the shadow of it. And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they 
were able to hear it. 

* * * 
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