
 
 

August 1, 2021   -   “Living With Obedience”   -   Proverbs 3:1-2  
 

OPEN 

 
Today we begin a new series called “The Way of Wisdom”.  Do you see 
yourself as a wise person?  Maybe there is someone whom you regard as 
filled with wisdom.  Here is a recent meme I read online: 
 

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. 
Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

Philosophy is wondering if that means ketchup is a smoothie. 
 

 
 
Renowned nineteenth century French sculptor Auguste Rodin created the 
famous statue Le Penseur or The Thinker.  This figure has captured human 
imagination concerning deep thought and the pursuit of knowledge.  But long 
before people speculated what “the thinker” was pondering, Solomon was 
exploring the depths of God’s wisdom.  He has left us a lot of material in the 
Bible dealing with spiritual understanding and wisdom.  We are going to focus 
on one chapter in the Book of Proverbs. 
 
Colossians 1:9-10 contains a prayer that Christians would be filled with 
wisdom.  The Scripture does not say that we would just find, or merely 
observe, or study to attain to wisdom.  Rather, God’s wisdom is something 
that He inculcates into our lives – this stuffy sounding term refers to instilling 
by persistent instruction.  When it comes to divine wisdom we have a divine 
Instructor – the Holy Spirit.   “For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding.” (Proverbs 2:6) 

 

Sadly, too many followers of Jesus opt to “hunt and peck” through Bible 
passages, hoping to find some deep insight through very random searching.  
Perhaps this is no truer than with Proverbs 3:5-6. 
 
Though this text is a powerful promise from God, many people treat such texts 
like a “cheat code” for the difficult video game of life.  We need to have a 
much more robust reading of God’s Word.  It cannot be reduced to a mere 
formula or worse, a “lucky charm”! 
 
 

DIG 

 
As we launch into a series about “the way of wisdom” take a moment and 
think about what wisdom is not…and what it is. 
 
Wisdom is not… 

• Pragmatic – It does not mean just following “what is the wisest course 
of action” (expediency). 

• Philosophical – It does not mean that there will only be deep, difficult, 
mysterious thoughts. 

• Patriarchal – It is not received from an ancient church father or even a 
contemporary guru. 

 
Wisdom is… 

• Pithy – Within wisdom literature (Psalms, Proverbs, Job, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon read more), a proverb “is a short, 
pregnant sentence or phrase whose meaning is applicable in many 
situations”.  (The Way of Wisdom In The Old Testament, R.B.Y. 
Scott, Macmillan, 1971, 58)   This contrasts with the monologues and 
dialogues found in Job and Ecclesiastes.  In Proverbs, God’s wisdom is 
concentrated instruction for all of life.  

• Personal – When God’s wisdom is active in us we will live in the way of 
Jesus.  He is the One “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge.” (Colossians 2:3)  Wisdom is not abstract but intimately 
involves Jesus Christ.  He demonstrated for us a life of wisdom. 

• Practical – The Hebrew term for wisdom essentially means “skill” 
(hokmah).  Allan P. Ross suggests that the Proverbs give “moral 
skillfulness” and “mental discernment” – “the ability to make wise 
choices and live successfully according to the moral standards of the 
covenant community.”  (Expositors Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, 
Zondervan, 1991,904-5)  Consider Proverbs 1:1-7. 

 
The first way of living out God’s wisdom is to live with obedience.  We find 
this in Proverbs 3:1-2.  As Hebrew poetry, this passage rhymes thoughts 
(parallelism) rather than sounds.  Each verse is a synonymous couplet.  First, 
is the requirement of God’s followers (v.1);  then the resulting blessing (v.2).  

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/purpose-wisdom-literature/


 
Couplet One:  requirement – v. 1   
 
What is required of those living in covenant community with God?  We must 
obey God’s “teaching” (torah) and “commandments” (mitsvah).  You may 
know of a “bar/bat mitsvah” – the Jewish ceremony in which a boy/girl 
becomes accountable to the law of God.  How do our lives line up with the 
instruction we find in this verse?  Not only are we to be careful to remember 
God’s commands and laws.  We must obey from the heart.  Jesus’ 
obedience was not mere outward conformity to some code of conduct. 
 
The story of Jesus in the Temple is instructive.  In a panic, Mary and Joseph 
could not find twelve-year-old Jesus as they returned to their home.  They 
rushed back to Jerusalem and found Him, three days later, in the Temple.   
 
How did Jesus answer their rebuke?  “Didn’t you know that I had to be here, 
dealing with the things of my Father?” (MSG, Luke 2:49 – some translations 
insert “My Father’s House”) 
 
Later Jesus stated, “I do nothing on my own but say only what the Father 
taught Me.   And the One who sent Me is with Me – He has not deserted Me. 
For I always do what pleases Him.” (John 8:28b-29)  To obey the will of the 
Father was essential for Jesus – the essence of who He is.  And it must be for 
us also.  S. Franklin Logsdon has written the poem “O Book Sublime!” 
 

If we could plunge to the depths of truth, and grasp the whole rich story 

Our souls would rise to paradise, enraptured by its glory 

For boundless wealth lies in this Book resplendent as a treasure 

Its brilliant rays shine on our ways – availing without measure 

O Word divine; O Book sublime!  On wisdom so transcending! 

We look to thee; we cling to thee for guiding light unending. 
 
 

Couplet Two:  result – v. 2  
 
In this series we will see that God’s wisdom is not only grasped 
intellectually…but also volitionally.  Because God's wisdom must be lived, we 
must submit our will to His.  When we engage with God’s wisdom volitionally, 
we will also know God’s wisdom experientially.  Blessings follow obedience. 
 
What results from obeying God’s commands?  The abundant life.  This is 
expressed in terms of years or longevity of life.  The wisdom of obedience also 
impacts the quality of our lives.  Though the term “prosperity” (NIV) or 
“satisfying” (NLT) is used, in the original we have the term peace (shalom).   
 
We must be very careful not to impose modern notions of material prosperity 
on this text.  Yet when we obey Jesus promises, “My purpose is to give them 
a rich and satisfying life” in contrast to Satan’s strategies.   (John 10:10 NLT) 
 
 

 

REFLECT 

 
What are the skills that you possess?  Are you a sculpter like Auguste Rodin?   
 
 

 
 
There are so many unique skills observable these days.  You likely have many 
skills whether they are from your vocation or hobby.  Consider that even 
skateboarding is in the Olympics now!   
 
However, pause and ponder this question:  What is your moral skill? 
 
Are you progressing in living like Jesus?  Are you gaining “the ability to make 
wise choices and live successfully according to the moral standards of the 
covenant community”? 
 
In his book A Challenge to Men From Proverbs, (Challenge Books, 1973) 
Robert D. Foster suggests two keys to getting the most out of studying wisdom 
in the book of Proverbs. 
 

• Treat it like a losenge and give time to let it sink in.  We’re going to 
take nine weeks to examine Proverbs 3 in great detail!  Consider 
reading one chapter of Proverbs a day for a month. 
 

• Substitute “Jesus” whenever you come to the word “wisdom”.  
Make it personal!  In I Corinthians 1:30 we read, “God has united 
you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be 
wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us pure 
and holy, and he freed us from sin.” (NLT) 

 


