
TRANSCRIPT 03-07-21 SOMETHING NEW – PASTOR DAVE WEBER 
>> Pastor Dave: GRACE AND PEACE TO YOU FROM GOD OUR FATHER AND OUR LORD AND 
SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST. 
LET'S PRAY. 
HEAVENLY FATHER, MAY THE WORDS ON MY LIPS AND MEDITATIONS OF OUR HEARTS BE A 
BLESSING UNTO THEE, OUR LORD, OUR GOD, OUR ROCK, AND OUR SALVATION. 
AMEN. 
TODAY'S MESSAGE TO YOU IS COMING FROM THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN, THE SECOND 
CHAPTER, VERSES 13-22. 
AND IT IS COMMONLY REFERRED TO -- SO IF YOU TAKE OUT YOUR BIBLES AND START LOOKING 
UP THOSE VERSES, I'LL TALK TO YOU WHILE YOU'RE DOING THAT. 
I HAVE NO PROBLEM DOING THAT. 
IT'S FROM THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN. 
ST. JOHN PUTS THIS CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE IN THE BEGINNING OF JESUS' MINISTRY, RIGHT 
AFTER CALLING HIS DISCIPLES, CHANGING THE WATER INTO WINE AT CANA, AND THEN HE 
CLEANSES THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM. 
IN MATTHEW, MARK, AND LUKE, THIS EVENT OCCURS IN THE LAST WEEK OF JESUS' LIFE, AFTER 
HE RIDES IN ON A DONKEY FOR PALM SUNDAY, IN WHAT WE CALL HOLY WEEK. 
IN ONE OF THE GOSPELS, HE LOOKS AROUND AND GOES HOME AND COMES BACK, AND 
CLEANSES THE TEMPLE. 
IN THE OTHER TWO, HE CLEANSES THE TEMPLE RIGHT THEN AND THERE. 
SO WHAT DOES THIS TELL US? 
DOES IT TELL US THAT THE BIBLE IS NOT TO BE TRUSTED? 
NO. 
THAT'S NOT WHAT IT TELLS US. 
DOES IT TELL US THERE WERE TWO SEPARATE CLEANSING INCIDENTS? 
WELL, PERHAPS. 
BUT I THINK THERE IS A BETTER OPTION FOR US TO CONSIDER. 
THE OTHER OPTION THAT WE HAVE TO CONSIDER IS THAT JOHN PUT THIS AT THE BEGINNING 
OF JESUS' MINISTRY SO THAT HE COULD EMPHASIZE THE NEWNESS OF WHAT HE WAS 
BRINGING INTO THE LIFE OF THE JEWS. 
AND FOR US TO TRULY GET OUR MIND AROUND HOW MIND-BLOWINGLY RADICAL JESUS' 
ACTIONS WERE AT THE TEMPLE, WE NEED TO GET SOME KIND OF AN IDEA WHAT THE TEMPLE 
LIFE WAS LIKE IN JESUS' DAY. 
THE TEMPLE WAS THE PLACE WHERE PEOPLE WENT TO MEET GOD, WHERE THEY OFFERED 
SACRIFICES BECAUSE GOD HAD SAID -- AND WE CAN SEE NOW, SINCE THE DEATH AND 
RESURRECTION OF JESUS, THAT THE ANIMAL SACRIFICES THAT JESUS HAD THAT PEOPLE MAKE 
ON BEHALF OF THEM, THROUGH THE PRIESTS, WERE TO DEMONSTRATE, FIRST OF ALL, THE 
SERIOUSNESS OF SIN. 
ALSO, THERE IS NO FORGIVENESS OF SINS WITHOUT THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD. 
FURTHERMORE, THE POINT TO JESUS CHRIST'S ULTIMATE SACRIFICE ON THE CROSS AS THE 
SINLESS LAMB OF GOD THAT TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD. 



THERE, ALREADY I GAVE AWAY THE GRAND FINALE OF MY SERMON, TOO, BUT IT IS GOOD TO 
KNOW IT UP FRONT SO WE CAN GET THERE TOGETHER AND GO, YES, THAT'S WHAT IT IS ALL 
ABOUT. 
BECAUSE WHEN WE GO BACK IN SCRIPTURE, ALL THE WAY TO GENESIS 3, WE SEE THAT MAN 
REBELLED AGAINST GOD BY EATING THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT, AND WHICH FROM THAT TIME ON 
THEY WERE OFFERING SACRIFICES BECAUSE THEY HAD ESTRANGED, HAD SEPARATED, 
THEMSELVES FROM GOD. 
SO THEY WERE TRYING TO GET BACK INTO GOD'S GRACES. 
SO WE EVEN SEE CAIN AND ABEL, WHEN CAIN TOOK ABEL'S LIFE BECAUSE HE WAS JEALOUS, 
CAIN WAS OFFERING A SACRIFICE, AND BECAUSE HE WAS A FARMER, HE OFFERED PRODUCE. 
AND ABEL WAS A SHEPHERD,  
SO HE OFFERED FROM THE FLOCK. 
AND THEN WHEN WE GET INTO THE FLOOD, WHEN GOD DESTROYED THE WORLD BECAUSE 
MAN'S WICKEDNESS WAS SO GREAT THAT THEY DID EVIL ALL THE TIME, HE SAVED ONLY NOAH, 
HIS WIFE, HIS THREE KIDS AND THEIR WIVES -- EIGHT PEOPLE IN ALL -- AND THEN TWO 
ANIMALS, MALE AND FEMALE, OF EVERY KIND OF ANIMAL THERE WERE. 
BUT A PLETHORA OF ANIMALS THAT WOULD BE USED FOR A SACRIFICE. 
SO THESE THINGS HAVE BEEN GOING ON SINCE MAN FELL FROM GRACE. 
THE TEMPLE NOW IS RELATIVELY NEW. 
BEFORE THAT, THERE WAS A TABERNACLE, WHEN GOD DELIVERED THE ISRAELITES FROM THE 
SUBJECTION AND SLAVERY OF EGYPT. 
THEY WANDERED THROUGH THE WILDERNESS FOR 40 YEARS BECAUSE GOD WAS TRYING TO 
GET THE REBELLION OUT OF THEM. 
BUT HE WALKED WITH THEM. 
HE USED A TEMPORARY TABERNACLE, A TENT THAT WAS SET UP. 
THE WAY IT WOULD WORK IS THAT GOD WOULD GO WITH THE ISRAELITES AS A CLOUD IN THE 
DAY TO GIVE THEM SHADE. 
AND THEN WHEN IT WAS TIME TO STOP, THE CLOUD WOULD REMAIN IN ONE PLACE. 
AND THEN AT NIGHT, THERE WOULD BE FIRE IN THAT CLOUD TO GIVE THEM LIGHT DURING 
THE NIGHT. 
WHEN THEY SAW THAT THE CLOUD STOPPED, THEY PITCHED THE TABERNACLE. 
THEY WOULD BRING IN THE ARK OF THE COVENANT. 
THEY WOULD BRING IN THE GOLDEN CANDLE STANDS. 
THEY WOULD BRING IN THE INCENSE CEPTOR. 
AND THEY WOULD BRING IN ALL OF THE ARTICLES OF WORSHIP, AND GOD'S PRESENCE WOULD 
FILL THE PLACE LIKE A CLOUD. 
AND THEN THEY WOULD OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES. 
AND THEN THE PEOPLE WOULD MEET WITH GOD. 
WELL, DAVID DECIDED IT WAS TIME, SINCE THE KINGDOMS WERE UNITED UNDER HIS RULE -- 
THAT IT WAS TIME FOR SOMEONE, PREFERABLY HIMSELF, TO BUILD A PERMANENT STRUCTURE 
SO THAT GOD COULD HAVE A HOUSE. 
SO THAT WAS IN ABOUT 950 B.C.  
BUT GOD SAID, NO, DAVID, YOU'VE GOT TOO MUCH BLOOD ON YOUR HANDS. 
YOUR SON, SOLOMON, WILL BUILD IT. 



SO DAVID GOT ALL OF THE SUPPLIES NEEDED, AND SOLOMON BUILT IT. 
THAT WAS ABOUT 950 B.C.  
IT WAS DESTROYED; IT WAS REBUILT; IT WAS DESTROYED AGAIN; IT WAS REBUILT. 
AND THEN HAROD REBUILT IT FOR THE LAST TIME. 
AND IT LASTED UP UNTIL THE FINAL TIME THAT IT WAS DESTROYED IN 70 A.D.  
AND IT HASN'T BEEN BUILT UP SINCE. 
SO THAT IS A LITTLE IDEA OF THE PERMANENCE OF WHERE THE PEOPLE WENT TO DO THEIR 
RELIGIOUS THINGS. 
IT IS THE WAY GOD HAD ORDERED THINGS. 
IT'S WHAT GOD HAS DESCRIBED FOR THEM TO DO. 
SO FOR THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF YEARS, THIS IS WHAT THEY DID. 
IT DOESN'T TAKE US A THOUSAND YEARS TO FORM A TRADITION, DOES IT? 
HOW MANY OF US WONDERFUL PEOPLE HAVE SAID, OH, WE HAVE NEVER DONE IT THAT WAY 
BEFORE? 
WELL, MAYBE IT IS TIME TO CHANGE. 
AND THAT'S THE NAME OF MY SERMON, "SOMETHING NEW." 
I CONSIDERED CALLING IT, WOULD YOU RATHER CHANGE OR KILL JESUS? 
WELL, THE PHARISEES WOULD RATHER KILL JESUS; THEY DID NOT WANT TO CHANGE. 
WE'RE GOING TO TAKE A LOOK AT ALL OF THAT. 
BY NOW, YOU SHOULD HAVE YOUR BIBLES OPEN TO JOHN 2, AND WE'RE GOING TO START AT 
VERSE 13: "WHEN IT WAS ALMOST TIME FOR THE JEWISH PASSOVER, JESUS WENT UP TO 
JERUSALEM. 
IN THE TEMPLE COURTS, HE FOUND MEN SELLING CATTLE, SHEEP, AND DOVES. 
AND OTHERS SITTING AT TABLES EXCHANGING MONEY. 
SO HE MADE A WHIP OUT OF CORDS AND DROVE ALL OF THEM FROM THE TEMPLE AREA, 
BOTH SHEEP AND CATTLE. 
HE SCATTERED THE COINS OF THE MONEY-CHANGERS AND OVERTURNED THEIR TABLES. 
TO THOSE WHO SOLD DOVES, HE SAID, GET THESE OUT OF HERE. 
HOW DARE YOU TURN MY FATHER'S HOUSE INTO A PLACE OF COMMERCE." 
HIS DISCIPLES REMEMBERED THAT IT WAS WRITTEN, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME 
ME." 
"THEN THE JEWS DEMANDED OF HIM, WHAT MIRACULOUS SIGN CAN YOU SHOW US TO PROVE 
YOUR AUTHORITY TO DO ALL OF THIS?  
JESUS ANSWERED THEM, DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND I WILL RAISE IT AGAIN IN THREE DAYS." 
THE JEWS REPLIED, "IT HAS TAKEN 46 YEARS TO BUILD THIS TEMPLE. 
AND YOU, YOU'RE GOING TO RAISE IT IN THREE DAYS. 
BUT THE TEMPLE THAT JESUS HAD SPOKEN OF WAS HIS BODY. 
AFTER HE WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD, HIS DISCIPLES RECALLED WHAT HE SAID. 
THEN THEY BELIEVED THE SCRIPTURE AND THE WORDS THAT JESUS HAD SPOKEN." 
THIS IS THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD. 
PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 
SO PART OF THE JEWISH LIFE, THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE, FROM THE FALL UNTIL NOW, WE 
HAVE KNOWN THAT WE HAVE BEEN ESTRANGED FROM GOD. 
BUT, YOU KNOW, IT IS NOT JUST US THAT HAVE THE WORD OF GOD THAT KNOW THAT. 



PRIMITIVE CULTURES -- ANTHROPOLOGISTS HAVE DISCOVERED THAT THE MOST PRIMITIVE OF 
ALL CULTURES, WHEN THEY DO DIGS AND THEY DISCOVER THINGS, THEY'LL FIND RELIGIOUS 
PAINTINGS, THEY'LL FIND RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS. 
IT SEEMS THAT TO BE A HUMAN IS TO BE RELIGIOUS. 
NOW, PAUL EXPLAINS THIS, KIND OF. 
IN ROMANS 2, HE SAYS THAT ALL HAVE SINNED. 
WE'RE NOT RIGHT WITH GOD. 
AND THEN HE SAYS THIS, IN VERSE 15, THAT GOD HAS WRITTEN HIS LAW IN THE HEARTS AND 
MINDS OF ALL PEOPLE. 
SO FOR THE JEWS, WHEN THEY SAID THEY WERE OUT OF STEP, THAT THEY WERE SINNERS, 
THAT THEY WERE LAW BREAKERS, THEY WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT GOD WAS SPEAKING OF 
THE 10 COMMANDMENTS. 
BUT FOR THE GENTILES, WHO DID NOT HAVE THE 10 COMMANDMENTS, GOD HAD STILL 
WRITTEN HIS LAW IN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF ALL PEOPLE. 
SO YOU DON'T NEED A BIBLE TO TELL YOU THAT IT IS WRONG TO KILL SOMEONE. 
YOU DON'T NEED A BIBLE TO KNOW THAT IT IS WRONG TO DISHONOR YOUR PARENTS. 
YOU DON'T NEED A BIBLE TO KNOW THAT IT IS WRONG TO BREAK YOUR MARRIAGE VOWS. 
YOU DON'T NEED A BIBLE TO TELL YOU IT IS WRONG TO STEAL, THAT IT IS WRONG TO LIE 
ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE. 
GOD HAS WRITTEN HIS LAW IN THE HEARTS AND IN THE MINDS OF ALL PEOPLE. 
SO ALL PEOPLE KNOW THAT THEY'RE NOT RIGHT WITH GOD. 
EVEN THE MOST PRIMITIVE CULTURES HAVE SOME KIND OF AN IDEA THAT THERE IS A GOD, OR 
GODS, SOME KIND OF THING THAT THEY'RE ACCOUNTABLE TO, AND THAT THEY'RE NOT 
ACCOUNTABLE BECAUSE THEY FAILED TO LIVE UP TO IT. 
AND SO IT IS UP TO THEM TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 
MANY OF THEM USED HUMAN SACRIFICES. 
USUALLY THEY WOULD TAKE A YOUNG, VIRGIN GIRL, PUT HER ON AN ALTER, HAVE A BIG 
CEREMONY. 
AT THE PEAK OF THE CEREMONY, THE PRIEST WOULD TAKE A KNIFE, PLUNGE IT INTO HER 
HEART, AND SHE WOULD BE DEAD WITHIN MINUTES. 
THE PEOPLE WOULD BREATHE A COLLECTIVE SIGH OF RELIEF. 
IT'S OVER FOR ANOTHER YEAR. 
MAYBE WITH THIS SACRIFICE THE GODS WILL BE PLEASED WITH US. 
AND WHAT A WAY TO LIVE. 
LIVING ON THE EDGE LIKE THAT ALL THE TIME. 
ALWAYS THINKING THAT YOU HAVE TO DO SOMETHING TO PLEASE GOD. 
SINCE THE LAW WAS WRITTEN IN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF ALL PEOPLE, THEN ALL PEOPLE 
KNOW THESE TWO THINGS: NUMBER ONE, THAT THERE IS A GOD, AND THAT EVERYONE HAS 
BROKEN GOD'S LAW AND FAILED IN THEIR ACCOUNTABILITY TO GOD. 
EVERYONE IS, THEREFORE, ESTRANGED FROM GOD. 
NOW, USUALLY WHEN YOU HEAR THE WORD "ESTRANGED," YOU THINK OF A RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN A COUPLE, A HUSBAND AND A WIFE. 
SOMETHING HAPPENS, THEY BREAK UP, THEY GET DIVORCED, THEY ARE SAID THAT THEY ARE 
ESTRANGED. 



NOW, ESTRANGED ASSUMES THAT THERE ONCE WAS A RELATIONSHIP, BUT NOW THAT 
RELATIONSHIP IS, MINIMALLY, UNDER SEVERE STRESS, OR, MORE USUALLY, TERMINATED, 
OVER WITH. 
THEY HAVE BECOME ESTRANGED. 
AND THAT'S WHAT OUR SIN DOES IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. 
IT SEPARATES US FROM GOD. 
IT REMOVES US FROM HIS HOLY PRESENCE BECAUSE GOD CANNOT BE IN THE PRESENCE OF 
SIN. 
AND WE ARE SINNERS. 
SO IN SOME DEEP CORNER OF OUR BRAINS, EVERY HUMAN BEING KNOWS THAT WE ARE 
ESTRANGED FROM GOD. 
THE SECOND THING THAT WE ALL KNOW IS THAT IT IS UP TO US TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT 
OUR ESTRANGEMENT. 
IT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY. 
WE HAVE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT. 
NOW THIS IS IMPORTANT: WHAT WE DO ABOUT IT, HOW WE TRY TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM 
OF OUR ESTRANGEMENT WITH GOD, IS OUR RELIGION. 
LET ME SAY THAT TO YOU AGAIN. 
HOW WE GO ABOUT TRYING TO RESOLVE OUR OWN PROBLEM, DEALING WITH OUR 
SEPARATION FROM GOD, THAT IS OUR RELIGION. 
WE MUST MAKE SOME SACRIFICE TO MAKE GOD HAPPY WITH US AGAIN. 
THE GOSPEL READING THAT WE JUST READ IS CLOSELY RELATED TO THAT HUMAN RELIGION, 
AS WE'VE BEEN DISCUSSING IT. 
IT OCCURRED AT PASSOVER, WHICH WAS A MAJOR FESTIVAL FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 
IT WAS ONE OF THE MAJOR FESTIVALS. 
WHERE PEOPLE CAME FROM ALL AROUND THE WORLD, SPEAKING MANY DIFFERENT 
LANGUAGES, AT THE TEMPLE TO OFFER THEIR SACRIFICES. 
IT WAS REQUIRED THAT ALL MALE JEWS SHOWED UP FOR THIS. 
SO IT MIGHT BE THE ONLY TIME WHEN FAMILY MEMBERS FROM THIS END OF THE WORLD AND 
FAMILY MEMBERS FROM THIS END OF THE WORLD GOT TOGETHER. 
IT WAS QUITE A SOCIAL TIME; IT WAS QUITE A BUSY TIME. 
AND THEY WERE BUSY WITH BUSINESS. 
BECAUSE YOU WOULDN'T WANT TO BRING A PIGEON OR A DOVE OR A SHEEP OR AN OX OR A 
COW -- WHATEVER IT WAS THAT YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO SACRIFICE. 
NOW, WEALTHY PEOPLE SACRIFICED LAMBS OR CATTLE. 
POOR PEOPLE SACRIFICED PIGEONS OR DOVES. 
AND IT WOULD BE HARD TO BRING THOSE THINGS AND KEEP THEM WITHOUT SPOT OR 
BLEMISH BECAUSE THEY HAD TO BE EXAMINED BY A PHARISEE TO BE ACCEPTABLE FOR A 
SACRIFICE BECAUSE GOD DESIRES ONLY THE BEST FROM US. 
SO IT WAS A TIME OF GREAT SOCIAL ACTIVITY. 
THE PLACE WAS PACKED. 
THE PLACE WAS BUZZING. 
AND IT IS IN THE MIDST OF THIS THAT JESUS COMES AND SETS EVERYTHING UPSIDE DOWN. 



THE BIBLE SAYS THAT HE IS IN THE TEMPLE COURTS -- SPECIFICALLY HE WAS IN THE COURT OF 
THE GENTILES. 
NOW, THE JEWS FORGOT, OR DIDN'T CARE BY THIS TIME, THAT GOD HAD CALLED THEM OUT 
OF DARKNESS AND INTO HIS WONDERFUL LIFE, NOT JUST THAT THEY MAY BE BLESSED, BUT 
THAT THEY MIGHT BE A BLESSING TO OTHERS, THAT THEY MAY BE A LIGHT TO THE GENTILES. 
BUT HERE THEY WERE GOING ABOUT THEIR OWN BUSINESS IN A PLACE WHERE THE GENTILES 
WERE SUPPOSED TO COME TO SEE THE LIGHT REVEALED TO THEM BY THE TEACHING OF THE 
TORAH, THE LAW, AND THE PROPHETS. 
AND JESUS UPSET IT. 
JESUS OVERTURNED THE MONEY-CHANGERS. 
PEOPLE HAD TO PAY TEMPLE TAX. 
AND THEY COULDN'T BRING A COIN INTO THE TEMPLE THAT HAD A FOREIGN DEITY HEAD ON 
IT, AND CAESAR'S WERE   
CONSIDERED DEITIES. 
THEY WERE PAGAN. 
THEY WERE PAGAN IMAGES. 
SO THEY WEREN'T ALLOWED TO BRING IT. 
SO THEY HAD TO EXCHANGE THEIR MONEY. 
THEY WERE SELLING THE CATTLE. 
JESUS DROVE ALL OF THAT OUT. 
AND THERE, IN THE MIDST OF THE PLACE WHERE PEOPLE -- GENTILE PEOPLE WERE SUPPOSED 
TO COME AND SEE GOD, STOOD THE LAMB OF GOD THAT TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE 
WORLD. 
HE HAD GOTTEN RID OF ALL OF THE ANIMALS THAT WE WOULD USE FOR SACRIFICES AND 
OFFERS HIMSELF, HIS VERY PERSON, HIS VERY BODY, AS THE FINAL, ABSOLUTE, COMPLETE, 
ONCE-AND-FOR-ALL SACRIFICE BY HIS INNOCENT SUFFERING AND DEATH ON THE CROSS. 
SO JESUS PUT AN END TO ALL COMMERCIAL PRACTICES. 
YOU SEE, THEY WERE ABOUT THE BUSINESS OF DOING SOMETHING HOLY, IN A HOLY PLACE, TO 
OVERCOME THEIR ESTRANGEMENT FROM GOD. 
THE PRIESTS COME TO JESUS AND SAY, OKAY, YOU DID THIS, NOW GIVE US A SIGN. 
WHAT MAKES YOU THINK THAT YOU CAN DO THIS? 
AND SO JESUS SAID, "YOU DESTROY THIS TEMPLE, AND I WILL RAISE IT UP IN THREE DAYS." 
"YOU" IN THE GREEK ARE SECOND PERSON PLURAL, ALL OF YOU. 
THEY WERE DOING THAT THEN, THEY WERE ALREADY PLOTTING TO TAKE HIS LIFE. 
YOU DESTROYED THIS TEMPLE, THIS PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST -- AND THE TEMPLE WOULD 
FINALLY BE DESTROYED IN 70 A.D., NEVER AGAIN TO BE REBUILT. 
BUT IT DOESN'T NEED TO BE REBUILT. 
THERE ARE NO SACRIFICES THAT NEED TO BE OFFERED BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF IS OUR 
FINAL AND COMPLETE SACRIFICE. 
SO JESUS SAID HE WOULD RAISE THAT UP IN THREE DAYS, AND THE PRIESTS DIDN'T GET IT. 
IT HAS TAKEN 46 YEARS TO BUILD THIS. 
HAROD HAS ALL OF THE MONEY AND ALL OF THE WORKERS. 
IT IS STILL NOT COMPLETE AFTER 46 YEARS. 
THEY DIDN'T GET IT. 



SO US HUMAN BEINGS, AS WE HAVE SAID, ALL KNOW THAT WE'RE NOT -- ALL KNOW THAT 
THERE IS A GOD. 
WE KNOW THAT WE DON'T MEASURE UP. 
AND WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE TO DO SOMETHING TO GET RIGHT WITH GOD. 
AND JESUS PUT A STOP TO IT. 
HE PUT A STOP TO OUR RELIGION. 
SO LISTEN CAREFULLY: JESUS OF NAZARETH PUT A STOP THAT DAY TO HUMAN RELIGIOUS 
ACTIVITY. 
JESUS OF NAZARETH PUT A STOP TO EVERY HUMAN FORM OF TRYING TO DO SOMETHING TO 
GET RIGHT WITH GOD. 
WHAT WILL YOU PUT IN PLACE AT THE TEMPLE THAT THE JEWS OF JESUS' TIME MIGHT HAVE 
WONDERED? 
YOU HAVE ALREADY HEARD THE ANSWER: JESUS PUT HIS BODY IN THE PLACE OF THE TEMPLE. 
YOU ARE DESTROYING THE TEMPLE YOURSELVES BY WHAT YOU ARE DOING, JESUS TOLD 
THEM. 
BUT WHEN THE TEMPLE IS DESTROYED, I WILL RISE IT UP ON THE THIRD DAY. 
I WILL REPLACE THE TEMPLE. 
I WILL BE THE PLACE WHERE GOD AND HUMAN BEINGS MEET EACH OTHER. 
YOUR BROKEN RELATIONSHIP WILL NOT BE HEALED BY WHAT YOU DO FOR GOD IN THE 
TEMPLE. 
YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD WILL BE HEALED BY WHAT I DO FOR YOU IN MY BODY. 
I HAVE COME TO BE THE CENTER OF YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. 
TO WORSHIP ME IS TO WORSHIP GOD. 
THIS TEMPLE, THIS PLACE, IS NO LONGER THE PLACE TO WORSHIP GOD. 
THOSE WHO WORSHIP GOD MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH. 
TRUE WORSHIP OF GOD IS WORSHIP OF ME. 
I AM YOUR TEMPLE, JESUS SAYS TO US  
THROUGH THE STORY OF CLEANSING THE TEMPLE. 
MY BODY IS THE PLACE WHERE GOD COMES TO MEET YOU. 
THAT MEANS THAT YOUR DAYS OF ESTRANGEMENT FROM GOD ARE NOW OVER. 
THAT MEANS THAT YOUR DAYS OF BEING RELIGIOUS ARE OVER. 
I HAVE GIVEN YOU MY TEMPLE. 
I HAVE GIVEN YOU MY BODY. 
I HAVE GIVEN YOU THE ONLY SACRIFICE THAT YOU EVER NEED. 
YOU CAN LIVE AT PEACE NOW AND FOREVER. 
THIS IS THE GIFT THAT JESUS CHRIST BRINGS TO US THROUGH HIS BODY. 
NEVER AGAIN DO WE HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT BEING RELIGIOUS, OF GETTING RIGHT WITH 
GOD. 
THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST, WHICH IS THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN THE RIGHTEOUSNESS THAT CHRIST HAS EARNED BY HIS PERFECT LIFE, INNOCENT 
SUFFERING, DEATH, RESURRECTION, AND ASCENSION INTO HEAVEN, AND GIVEN IT TO US 
THROUGH FAITH. 
WHAT GOOD NEWS. 
SO ALL I CAN TELL YOU, PEOPLE, IS GO OUT AND GIVE THEM HEAVEN. 



IN JESUS' NAME, AMEN. 
  
 


