
From Jonathan & Rachel Ward in France      July 22, 2021 

Dear friends, 
 
Summer greetings from our small village. 
We are full to capacity throughout most of 
the summer, which is a source of joy and 
gratitude! 
 
Covid restrictions in France have been 
lifted for the time being, but a new surge of 
Delta variant infections is on its way, so 
we are bracing ourselves for another 
season of uncertainty and limits. 

 

Loneliness in ministry 

As we listen to those serving on the front lines, we see the extent to which 
loneliness is a frequent aspect of ministry. 
 
Many biblical leaders felt alone: Moses, Elijah, Jeremiah, David... 
 
Today, loneliness in ministry comes not only from the barriers of language and 
culture, but also because many Christian leaders find themselves embedded in 
a role that defines not only what they do, but also who they are. 

Role and identity can become so intertwined that missionaries and pastors find 
it difficult to know who they are outside of and beyond what they do. 
 
When they are encapsulated in a role that defines them and, at times, engulfs them and isolates them, others 
may find it difficult to relate to them simply as human beings and not as pastor, leader or missionary. 
 
A seasoned pastor that came to Entrepierres for counselling said toward the end of his first session, "It feels 
strange being able to share so freely and being listened to so attentively. Usually I'm the one doing the listening. 

It's odd yet refreshing to be in the position of 
the one receiving rather than giving." 
 
Indeed, we place a high value on this place 
being one where Christian workers can step 
out of their role for a bit and talk candidly and 
confidentially about the pressures, 
disappointments and struggles of ministry. 

Sometimes God's servants are lonely in their 
pain because they feel guilty and ashamed for 
not having the successful ministry they had 
hoped, or for having children that don't follow 
the Lord. 
 

Recently, a missionary couple confided something they felt too ashamed to tell any of their friends, colleagues or 
supporters: "Our son turned against us when he was twelve. Now 28, he lives the life of a prodigal, taking heroin, 



and hating everyone and everything related to God. We do not know where he is, as we have not had news of 
him or from him for over 3 years. What did we do wrong?" 
 
What pain, grief and guilt! 
 
We are thankful for your prayers for us and our team as we seek to follow God's leading, comforting those that 
weep and encouraging those that are struggling as they faithfully try to proclaim the Gospel.  

 

Family news 

Alexi (26) is back in the south of England, living with his grandparents, and hoping that work opportunities will 

increase in the months ahead. 

Danilo (24) has successfully completed his degree from the British and Irish Modern Music Institute in Dublin. He 

plans to stay there for the next few years, developing his career in music. 

Stephanie (22) has found work in her area of expertise as a camera operator, currently shooting a drama series 

in Glasgow for Scottish television. 

We are grateful for your prayers for each one. Our greatest prayer is that they would never lose sight of the love 

and presence of Jesus.  

 

Prayer Points 

• Marc, our full-time handyman who broke his collar bone, is back to full health. Thank you for praying!  

• Over the summer months we are welcoming Christian workers and their families serving in many places, 

including Belgium, Brazil, Chad, Guinea, Madagascar, Mali, Romania, Senegal and Togo. Please pray 

that each worker will renew their desire for God and their strength for His service.  

• Since we last wrote, our property fund to enable us to provide housing for the expansion of our team has 

slowed somewhat, so please join us in praying for God's further provision, and please also pray that the 

property will become available in the Lord's perfect timing.  

We hope you are keeping safe and healthy. 

With our warm greetings, 

Jonathan and Rachel 
 

If you would like to help us come alongside God’s workers to help 
them manage the pressures of serving Him in challenging places, 
tax-deductible giving can be made to: 

MSC Canada and designated for “Association Pierres Vivantes” 

msccanada.org 

https://www.msccanada.org/give-now/�

