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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

14531 Old Olga Road S.E.  
Ft Myers, FL 33905 

 Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
 Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

 
Jesus fed the five thousand from just five small 
loaves and two fish. We know that today in the 
world many people live with limited food and 
constant hunger. Give money or volunteer time at 
your local food bank or other organizations that 
help those in need of food. Make a list of ways you 
can support people who do not have enough food.  
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Paul prays for the people, “I bow my knees before 
the Father, from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth takes its name” (Ephesians 3:14-15). 
Prayer is a way to practice our faith. Think or talk 
about different ways to pray (standing, sitting, 
folded hands, kneeling). This week practice 
kneeling for prayer. Pray: Dear God, I ask to be 
filled with your presence and to know the love 
of Christ that he may dwell in my heart forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
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whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! Please sign our 
guest register in the lobby and fill out the 
Communication Card in the bulletin and place in 
the offering plate in the Narthex. Please include 
your local contact information and email. 
Members, please fill in your name for attendance. 
Thank you! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you! 

  
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

July 25, 2021 
 

PRELUDE   
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
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809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 
 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail 
not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
Refrain 

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy 

faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
Refrain 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to 
guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
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    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
Refrain 

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy 

faithfulness! 
    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
(please rise) 

 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
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P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 
die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
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INTROIT                                          Psalm 136:1–9 
His Steadfast Love Endures Forever 

P Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 

C Give thanks to the God of gods, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 

P Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

C to him who alone does great wonders, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

P to him who by understanding made the 
heavens, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

C to him who spread out the earth above the 
waters, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
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P to him who made the great lights, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

C the sun to rule over the day, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

P the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 

(please rise) 
KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
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C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
♫GLORIA IN EXCELSIS♫ 
 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
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3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of 
all who trust in You, strengthen our faith and 
give us courage to believe that in Your love You 
will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  
C Amen. 

(please be seated) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING       Genesis 9:8–17 
 
 8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 
9“Behold, I establish my covenant with you and 
your offspring after you, 10and with every living 
creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, 
and every beast of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the 
earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters 
of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood 
to destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the 
sign of the covenant that I make between me and 
you and every living creature that is with you, for 
all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds 
over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 
15I will remember my covenant that is between me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh. And 
the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I 
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh 
that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is 
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the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                   Ephesians 3:14–21 
Prayer for Spiritual Strength 
 14For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18may 
have strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God. 
 20Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 
to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                Mark 6:45–56 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Jesus Walks on the Water 
 45Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into 
the boat and go before him to the other side, to 
Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46And 
after he had taken leave of them, he went up on 
the mountain to pray. 47And when evening came, 
the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on 
the land. 48And he saw that they were making 
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headway painfully, for the wind was against them. 
And about the fourth watch of the night he came to 
them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by 
them, 49but when they saw him walking on the sea 
they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50for 
they all saw him and were terrified. But 
immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51And he got into 
the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they 
were utterly astounded, 52for they did not 
understand about the loaves, but their hearts were 
hardened. 

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret 
 53When they had crossed over, they came to land 
at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 54And 
when they got out of the boat, the people 
immediately recognized him 55and ran about the 
whole region and began to bring the sick people 
on their beds to wherever they heard he was. 
56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 
countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces 
and implored him that they might touch even the 
fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it 
were made well. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 

752 BE STILL, MY SOUL 
 

1 Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
    In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 
2 Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 

    To guide the future as He has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
    All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

 
3 Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 

    And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 
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Then you will better know His love, His heart, 
    Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your 
fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness all He takes away. 

 
4 Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 

    When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
    Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are 
past, 
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

 
SERMON          

"Through the Storms" 
. . . Pastor Karl 

  
(please rise) 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 
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(please be seated) 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 

 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 
 
(please rise) 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
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          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

727 ON EAGLES’ WINGS 
 

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
Who abide in His shadow for life, 
Say to the Lord: “My refuge, 
My rock in whom I trust!” Refrain 

 
ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 

Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of His hand. 
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2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
And famine will bring you no fear; 
Under His wings your refuge, 
His faithfulness your shield. Refrain 

 
ref And He will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 

Bear you on the breath of dawn, 
Make you to shine like the sun, 
And hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 
3 You need not fear the terror of the night, 

Nor the arrow that flies by day; 
Though thousands fall about you, 
Near you it shall not come. Refrain 

 
4 For to His angels He’s given a command 

To guard you in all of your ways; 
Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
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The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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This Week’s Calendar 
 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS WILL SUNDAY ~ 
TODAY, at 11:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ JULY 28, 
2021, at 10:30 a.m.  

 
SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 
 
SUNDAY ~ AUGUST 1, 2021 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS WILL SUNDAY ~ 
AUGUST 1, 2021, at 11:30 a.m. 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ AUGUST 4, 
2021, at 10:30 a.m.  
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Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart 
is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 
as an act of worship and devotion to glorify  

God. They are also, an expression of the beauty  
and goodness of God. Members of the  
congregation may donate altar flowers as an  
expression of thanksgiving to God, in  
remembrance of departed loved one, on the  
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  
God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  
would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that’s okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  
also tax deductible. Please place money in an  
envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 

 
The Flowers at our altar this morning were 

given to the Glory of God for Ralph &  

Betty Willis’ 16th year Wedding Anniversary on July  
26th by Ralph & Betty Willis 
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Birthday Greetings!!  
7/26:Joanne Holt 
 
Anniversary Greetings!! 
7/25: Ruthann & Don Thorton (56 yrs.) 

7/26: Betty & Ralph Willis (16yrs.) 
 

Stewardship & Attendance 
Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $5831       Worship Service –  40 
Expenses: $8638       Bible Class - 10 
 

Air Conditioning Fund: 
Air Conditioning Fund: The air conditioning 

units for the sanctuary were installed about 15 
years ago. They have required more frequent 
maintenance and repair in the last year. We have 
begun raising funds to replace these units. The 
estimated replacement cost is approximately 
$25,000.  We have raised $11,710. so far. Please 
label your donations as “A/C Fund “. 
 
Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 
it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
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situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 
jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 
 

Bertha Bos 
Frederick Dreischerf 
Vi Hacker 

Harrison Kimbrell 
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Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Richard and Terri Gerlach 
Reader: Terri Gerlach 

Acolyte: Jake Stecklein 


