
As you read this list of questions, you may be thinking, “Deacon Andrew, this 

sounds like a lot of work!”  My response to you is “yes, you are right, but the work 

will be worth it in the end!”  It is certainly possible to read the Bible without asking 

any of these questions, but the result of a face-value out-of-context read-ing can 

prove quite problematic. Conversely, reading the Bible while simultaneously 

answering these questions can yield amazing fruit for your efforts, 

deepening your understanding and appreciation of the words in the Bible, 

and therefore its application to your own life! The good news is that, based on 

the Biblical text itself and centuries of Biblical research, we know many if not most 

of the answers to these questions.   

WHERE TO LOOK: 
So where might you look for answers to these historical context questions? The 

three places I recommend are: 

 A Bible Dictionary 

 A Study Bible’s introductory page(s) to each individual writing of the Bible 

 Our Bible Book of the Month articles in our monthly newsletter    

May God bless your exploration!  Keep learning, keep growing! 
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Lutherans interpret scripture contextually. We ask about the literary context of the writing in which 

individual passages are found. We also ask about the historical context of the situation the writing was 

intended to address. Taking into account BOTH the literary and historical context of the writings of the Bible 

helps us to bet-ter understand the intended purpose and overall message of each writing. Failing to take 

literary and historical context can lead to misunderstanding and misinter-pretation.   

Often we read the Bible through the filter of personal application— meaning that we often read the Bible 

asking, “what does this passage of scripture mean to me and for me?” But before we can ask that question, 
it is very helpful to take a step back first and remember that each writing from the Bible came out of a 

specific historical context. As we examine the historical context the writings in the Bible, there are several 

important questions for us to consider:  

WHEN was this passage/section of the Bible written?

WHERE are the events of this writing taking place?

WHO was the author of this writing?

WHO were the intended audience(s)/recipients of this writing?

WHAT was happening in their lives and in the world at that time?

Based on the above information, we can also consider these additional   questions:  

WHY was this passage/section/book written?

WHAT was the intended purpose of the author(s)?

HOW might these words have been heard and interpreted by the original

WHAT might their perspective been?
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