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WYLD Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: What will happen when I arrive for WYLD in September? 

We will be in contact with WYLD team members by phone or video 
conference during the summer weeks; you will get to know the WYLD 
Program Coordinator before you arrive in September and will get a chance to 
ask questions and receive further information. 

We anticipate that the first days together in September will involve a time of 
orientation and getting to know one another. We realize that this is a big 
adjustment and adaptation to a new location, a new daily rhythm of life and 
group practices, a new community of people. We will begin together by 
developing our WYLD Covenant, this details how our community will function and expectations we have for each other.  
We will be provided with some opportunities to express our own hopes and goals and to hear others express what their 
longings might be. We will also discover the program plans in motion that have been prepared for WYLD to get us off to a 
good start. Yet, we will also begin to plan together other experiences, such as our Wilderness Camping Trip to Wells Gray 
Provincial Park. 

Q: What do I need to buy this summer and what do I need to bring when I arrive? 

Here is a list of things you will need to consider collecting together to bring: 

• Clothing in layers and with seasonal changes in mind (that takes into account a change of seasons from fall-
winter-spring); 

• A good rain-proof jacket (not just a wind shell); 
• A good winter coat, gloves, hat, warm footwear; 
• Walking/hiking shoes or boots; 
• Casual shoes or sandals; 
• Swimwear; 
• A sleeping bag and a compact foamy or themarest; 
• A medium sized backpack (30-45 litres capacity) for travelling; 
• Electronics (cell phone, computer, etc.); 
• Musical instruments. 

A full kit list will be provided on your successful application. 

Q: What would I gain in joining WYLD? 

WYLD is an adventure in community living and in self-exploration. You can discover much more about your direction in 
life, your spirituality and values, and a larger view of the world. 

You would benefit from being in a fun, festive, safe, supportive group of learners but, at the same time, you would be 
stretched and challenged with new situations and adventures. 

You would gain valuable leadership experiences in being part of a new initiative and 
helping to shape WYLD. You will learn new life skills in wilderness, rural and urban 
settings and share in travel and adventure. 
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Q: What will we do together? 

Travel to locations of service and learning, spiritual practices, worship, service projects, camping and wilderness skills, 
skiing, canoeing, film festivals, university lectures and events, art, music, dancing, yoga, leadership and facilitation skills, 
preparing food and cooking skills, growing wholesome food, construction skills, social activism, feeding and serving each 
member of the community. 

WYLD features a diverse set of experiences, adapted to the learning goals of the team. 

Q: How much does WYLD cost? 

We are fortunate to have strong funding support for this new program. This includes everything (food, lodging, program 
travel and activities). You will need to consider spending money, cell phone costs, and getting yourself to and from 
Sorrento, BC… That’s it! 

Q: Can I work during WYLD? 

WYLD is a full-time residential program. We do provide opportunities for employment on our main campus and farm as 
well as opportunities in the wider community where we offer paid volunteer position for WYLD participants. Work offered 
is 20 hours per week at $16.00 per hour. 

Q: How much time off will we get during the year and over the Christmas break? 

You can envision WYLD as equivalent to a full-time job, as far as the hours you will be ‘in program’. An intentional 
community experience is different than a college or university academic program as the learning goes on all the time. 
Typically, program time will occur during the day and many evenings will be available as open time. Of course, living in 
intentional community is a full-time experience! It is important for WYLD team members to find a balance of being in 
community activities and time for solitude, exercise, recreation, and connection with other friends and family. We 
encourage team members to have a Sabbath break each week, from the day-to-day program, whether this is a day or two 
days depending on the level of activity and the location of the group, etc. 

During the Christmas break team members can travel home to be with family and friends or an option is available to 
remain at Sorrento Centre. There is no other planned extended time away from WYLD. Team members may encounter a 
need to travel home (family illness or emergency); we will make every effort to accommodate these needs, as they might 
arise. 

Q: I already have made a commitment that would require me to be away over these months. Can I still 
participate? 

Joining WYLD is a commitment to being together and supporting one another through conversation, work, learning and 
being present for these experiences. There may be some flexibility to accommodate some commitments you may have 
already made. Please bring these commitments up in your application interview and we’ll have a conversation together to 
understand if WYLD is a good fit for you. 

Q: The age range of WYLD is quite wide: 18-28 years. How will this work? 

We all mature on our own schedule. We experience that age plays a role in maturity yet, we also know that life experience, 
our learning in our family of origin, and other factors affect our level of maturity, regardless of age. WYLD will involve peer 
learning together in community. As we get to know each other, it is anticipated that those with more experience and 
maturity will have a valuable opportunity and role to serve as peer mentors. 
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Q: What leaders will support and guide WYLD? 

WYLD is staffed with a full-time resident Youth Program Manager: a member of the Sorrento Centre leadership team. The 
Youth Program Manager will be the day-to-day contact, supervisor, facilitator, and overall program coordinator. Sorrento 
Centre leadership team and staff will also provide support and supervision. As well, outside mentors, instructors, guides 
and facilitators will provide leadership and training. We also hope to do some pairing of participants with elders from the 
community of the Centre and the wider community of Sorrento and area. 

Q: How will we deal with conflict, and how will we make decisions together? 

Yes, conflict will happen! This is one of the realities that we can guarantee. How we make decisions together and how we 
communicate with each other is often at the heart of conflict. WYLD is all about learning within community arising from 
the experiences of being in intentional community. One of the key intentional practices is how we will ‘hold circle’ and 
communicate with each other as both a large group and in smaller groups within the team. All voices are respected and 
valued. We will practice slowing down, listening, and speaking with inner integrity. We also will introduce the practices of 
reflection so that we can mirror back to each other what is happening in community and raise relational experiences into 
the light of awareness. Gradually, we hope that a shared set of competencies will deepen: competencies in working 
through issues, conflict resolution, communication strategies, honest expression, and mindful decision making. 

Q: Can you say more about Sorrento Centre? 

Sorrento Centre is located in the interior of BC between Kamloops and Salmon Arm on the south side of Shuswap Lake. 
The Centre is a retreat and conference facility connected to the Anglican Church of Canada and inclusive in welcome. The 
Centre is ‘a holy place of transformation for learning, healing and belonging.’ The Centre offers diverse programming 
throughout the year and is also available to groups who are looking for a place to offer their own programming. We have a 
staff team that works throughout the year and grows during the busy spring and summer season. This means that WYLD 
participants will be a “community within a community”. 

There is a stable working community at the Centre that consists of staff and volunteers including a community of staff that 
live on site residentially. Groups of guests shift and change each week. WYLD participants will together build an intentional 
community and will be supported and live alongside the community that is already established at Sorrento Centre. You 
will have the opportunity to be in relationship with this established, working community as we all learn, live and work 
together. 

Q: How does WYLD relate to the established, working community of Sorrento Centre? 

We’re continuously asking ourselves this question and look forward to more fully exploring what this looks like in the first 
year of the WYLD program. All staff and WYLD participants are expected to live and relate to one another in a respectful 
and wholesome manner. We respond with care for one another and for all of creation. Our practices in community include 
a commitment to daily strive to understand and encounter how to live better together. We try to find a greater balance 
between activity and self-care. 

At times we are all invited to share in the day-to-day life of the community. This includes potluck meals, times of gathering 
for fellowship and friendship, harvesting in the garden before the evening frost arrives, dealing with the unexpected as we 
live our lives together as community. 

Q: Where will I live when I’m at the Centre? 

We are expecting that the WYLD participants will live in the two buildings on site that we house our Summer Youth Staff in 
each summer. Each house has a number of bedrooms, one bathroom, and a kitchen and living room space. Participants 
should be prepared to share a bedroom. Note that currently we do not have housing that is accessible to those with 
physical limitations. *Please contact us if this is a concern. 
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Q: Where will I live when we are travelling or camping? 

You should anticipate fairly rustic accommodations during camping adventures: in a shared tent with other participants. 
During travels, it may be that we have hostel-like accommodations. We may also be staying in simpler accommodations: 
church halls or other shared common space in sleeping bags. 

Q: How will buy our food and cook and what will we eat? 

Growing, buying, cooking and, of course, enjoying food will be a key learning experience. We will make many of our meals 
together. Together we will share in learning how to grow food, create menus, shop for food, prepare and cook, and clean 
up the mess! There will be meals that you will share in the Sorrento Centre dining room with the staff and also with guests 
who are on site.  

Q: So… Sorrento Centre is connected to the Anglican Church of Canada. I’m not Anglican, is this program 
still for me? 

Yes! It might be!! The exploration of faith is often a delicate one and requires an atmosphere of mutual respect and trust. 
We work to foster this atmosphere at all times, regardless of what a person may believe or the path they are on. Sorrento 
Centre is inspired and informed by Scripture and rooted in Anglican identity. We hope to live the best aspects of the 
Christian tradition. Yet, the Centre is open to all Christian denominations and diverse faith traditions and backgrounds. We 
by no means require or assume that all people who visit the Centre participate in this tradition. We very much try to create 
a climate of two-way conversation and learning, seeking to discover what we may learn from others who are walking 
different paths and have had different experiences. The result makes our programs much richer. We do not seek to 
proselytize others. Whatever your background or beliefs may be, you can expect to be welcomed into our community with 
open arms and respected as a sacred individual. 

WYLD is open to anyone who has a desire to live in community away from the “hustle and bustle” of life. This will be an 
opportunity to learn and explore who you are and what you are being called to be and do. There will be time to work and 
learn and reflect. There will be time for fun and fellowship. There will be time to pause and enjoy the silence of spiritual 
practice. There will at times be Anglican worship on site, and other Christian and faith groups will be on site. We expect all 
our staff and WYLD participants to be respectful to the beliefs and practices of each other at all times. 

Q: What is the spirituality of WYLD? 

This program is a program of self-discovery to better discern our vocation. We are all called to be someone and to do 
something. Nurses, engineers, cooks, painters, carpenters, pilots, teachers, artists, writers, ranchers… all vocations are 
needed and worthy. The mission and vision of Sorrento Centre is grounded in Christian understandings. 

You are asked and expected to be willing to support the values of this mission and vision. If you share our values to learn, 
heal and belong, then we extend an invitation to apply to WYLD. 

Q: How do I apply? 

A WYLD application form can be found on the WYLD page on the Sorrento website: www.sorrentocentre.ca/WYLD or call 
(toll free) 1-866-694-2409 or email at cheryl@sorrentocentre.ca Be sure to include a letter explaining why you wish to 
attend the WYLD program and what social justice area(s) you feel passionate about. 
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