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Celebrating the Life and Faith 
of 

Jan Theodore Larson 
January 5th, 1943    —    June 17th, 2021 
  Rush City, MN              N. Ft. Myers, FL 

July 11, 2021 
 

T ORDER OF SERVICE T 
 

P Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and the God 
of all consolation. He comforts their sorrows with 
the consolation we ourselves have received from 
God.  

C Thanks be to God. 

OPENING HYMN 

725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 
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2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 
In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 
3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 
4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

 
(please rise) 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
P In Holy Baptism Jan Theodore Larson was 

clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness 
that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you 



3 
 

not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united with Him in 
a death like His, we shall certainly be united 
with Him in a resurrection like His. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for 
Your loving-kindness shown to Jan Larson and 
to all Your servants who, having finished their 
course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant 
that we also may be faithful unto death and 
receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
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(please be seated) 
 

FIRST READING                               Isaiah 61:1  
The Year of the LORD’s Favor 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound; 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL 
 

710 THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT 
WANT 

 
1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

    He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green; He leadeth me 
    The quiet waters by. 
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2 My soul He doth restore again 
    And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 
    E’en for His own name’s sake. 

 
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 

    Yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 
    And staff me comfort still. 

 
4 My table Thou hast furnishèd 

    In presence of my foes; 
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 
    And my cup overflows. 

 
5 Goodness and mercy all my life 

    Shall surely follow me; 
And in God’s house forevermore 
    My dwelling place shall be. 

 
SECOND READING                          Acts 2:32–38 
 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are 
witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right 
hand of God, and having received from the Father 
the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out 
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this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 
34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but 
he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
Sit at my right hand, 
 35until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 

36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for 
certain that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 37Now when they heard this they were cut to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38And 
Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
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THIRD READING                   Philippians 4:4–7 
 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your  requests 
be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 

770 WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 
 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
    All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
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    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 
2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
    Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
    Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
SERMON                                        . . . Pastor Karl 
 

(please rise) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
P God has made us His people through our 

Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 
hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
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     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
♫LORD’S PRAYER♫ 
 
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory  
Forever. Amen. 

 
♫NUNC DIMITTIS♫ LSB 199 
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CONCLUDING COLLECT                

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
P Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 
uninformed  
about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no 
hope.  

 
C Dear God thank you for your promise.  
 
P For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
and so we  
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believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him.  

 
C Dear God thank you for the hope we have in 
Jesus.  
 
P According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that 
we who are  
 still alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will  
 certainly not precede those who have fallen 
asleep.  
 
C Dear God thank you for your messengers.  
 
P For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a 
 loud command, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the    
 trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first.  
 
C Thank you God for calling us.  
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P After that, we who are still alive and are left will 
be caught up                                                                    
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air.      And so, we will be with the Lord 
forever.  

 
C Dear Lord thank you for calling us to be with 
you.  
 
ALL: Therefore encourage one another with 
these words.   
 

(please be seated) 
 
BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 
T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  
P Let us go forth in peace, 
C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 
917 SAVIOR, AGAIN TO THY DEAR NAME WE 

RAISE 
 

1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise 
With one accord our parting hymn of praise; 
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship 
cease, 
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace. 

 
2 Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way; 

With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day. 
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from 
shame, 
That in this house have called upon Thy name. 

 
3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming 

night; 
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light. 
From harm and danger keep Thy children free; 
For dark and light are both alike to Thee. 

 
4 Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life, 

Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife; 
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Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict 
cease, 
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace. 
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The family would like to thank everyone for their 
kind 

expressions of love, care, and prayer in these 
days. 

 
 
 

 
THE PARTICIPANTS 

 
Pastor:       Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist:     Holly Bell 
Reader:      Jeffrey Kirsch 
Videographer: Jeffrey Kirsch & Ryan Kirsch 
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I'm Free 
 
 Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free, 

I'm following the path God laid for me. 
I took his hand when I heard his call, 
I turned my back and left it all. 

 
 I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, to play. 
Tasks left undone must stay that way, 
I've found that peace at the close of the day. 

 
 If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Ah yes, these things I too will miss. 

 
 Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 
My Life's been full, I savored much, 
Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch, 

 
 Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 
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Lift up your heart and share with me, 
God wanted me now, He set me free. 

 
 Unknown 
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Jan’s Story  

Jan Theodore Larson of North Fort Myers went 
home to be in the loving arms of his Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ at the age of 78. He was 
formerly of North Branch, Minnesota. 

Jan was born on January 5, 1943, in Rush City, 
Minnesota to the late Merle and Eileen Larson. On 
March 20, 1996, he married Emeline and they 
shared 25 wonderful years together. She survives, 
along with 2 sons and 2 daughters, 2 
stepdaughters, 16 grandchildren, and 15 great 
grandchildren. 

Jan worked at Merck in Minneapolis for 30 years 
as branch manager. Took early retirement at age 
50. He went on to remodel a store and laundry 
mat. After 10 years retiring again to Florida to 
enjoy sunshine and golf. 

He enjoyed his children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. His favorite past-times was golfing 
and raising two furry children. 
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He was very active in the monthly church dinners 
and served as Vice President of the church 
council.  


