
Page 1 of 4 

 

-Christian servanthood- 

Date:  August 15, 2021 (The Feast of St. Mary) 

1.  Texts:  Isaiah 7:10-15; Ps. 132:6-10, 13-14; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 1:46-55. 

2.  Subject:  discipleship. 

3.  Topic:  servanthood. 

4.  Aim:  challenge. 

5.  Proposition:  “You and I have been made servants of God.” 

 

SERVANTS OF GOD 

 

 I can’t identify with the Feast of St. Mary, which we are obligated to 

celebrate today.  Sure, Mary was a good girl and clearly a good choice to be the 

mother of the Messiah.  She was extraordinarily open to the will of God.  She 

deserves to be honoured and to be considered a role model for every Christian. 

 

 But in this one paragraph consisting of four sentences, I have exhausted my 

entire store of knowledge about and enthusiasm for Mary of Nazareth.  Thank 

you for your attention, and let’s move on to the recitation of the creed.  Amen.   

 

 But I can’t squander this preaching opportunity.  Somehow, some 

proclamation of the gospel of salvation must be found.  Somehow God the Holy 

Spirit must speak to each of us today. 

 

 The obvious entry point is Mary’s response to the Archangel Gabriel:  “Then 

Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.’”1  Of course, we don’t really think like Mary does, so we don’t really get 

her response. 

 

 Mary knew what it was to have a servant.  Her husband Joseph was likely 

a middle-class entrepreneur.  The family likely had a servant or two.  They 

certainly knew families that had servants.  In poorer families, being a servant was 

the most likely means for a girl to stay alive.  In some cases, girls were sold into 

slavery.   

 

 The servant was at the mercy of the householder.  They ate what the family 

ate if there was enough left over.  In large enough houses, the servant lived in the 

 
1 Luke 1:38. 
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house.  They could be dismissed at any time for any cause.  Many a girl was 

sexually abused by her master, only to be dismissed if she became pregnant.  

Obedience was the primary if not only required virtue.   

 

 Mary knew what the life of a servant was like.  And to God she replied, 

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  

She committed herself to serving God by becoming pregnant, giving birth and 

raising the Messiah.  This also means that she committed herself to serving God 

by becoming an illegitimate mother, suffering humiliation and putting her fiancé 

through the agonies of doubt.  It got to be bad enough that Mary had to leave 

town to stay with her cousin, Elizabeth, for three months.  That’s what it meant 

to be the servant of the Lord. 

 

 It meant walking and riding the 150 km between Nazareth and Bethlehem.  

It meant giving birth without a midwife in a barn.   

 

 It meant living for two years in this foreign town and then escaping into 

exile in Egypt, where they didn’t even speak Aramaic.  Ultimately, being the 

servant of the Lord meant watching your eldest son be executed by a hugely 

grotesque means.  “Here am I, the servant of the Lord.” 

 

 You and I have been baptized into servanthood.  That’s what baptism is—

immersion in the Spirit so that we might serve God as Mary served God.  We 

won’t have to bear children for God—that was a one-time deal.  It is unlikely that 

we will have to go into exile for God, at least not in Canada.  But we may well 

have to suffer humiliation and even risk abuse for the sake of the gospel.  We have 

been made servants of God.   

 

 Most of us didn’t exercise any freewill in being made servants.  Our parents 

just went to the priest and said, “I’d like to get my baby baptized.”  And that 

doesn’t matter, not one bit.  Our parents had the responsibility for how to raise 

us and they made the choice.  Having been baptized, we are servants of God 

whether we would have chosen it at the time or not.   
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 Of course, most of us did make the choice in our confirmations.  That’s all 

confirmation is—confirmation of the choice to be servants of God.  Having been 

confirmed, most of us did choose to be servants of God, even if we had no choice 

in our baptisms.   

 

 Since we are servants of God, our chief obligation is obedience to the 

Master.   

 

 Obedience, just as it did in Mary’s case, requires humility and the 

willingness to surrender to the will of the Master.   

 

 Obedience also requires the willingness to do the work commanded by the 

Master.   

 

 In humility and willingness, you and I have to discover the will of God so 

that we might serve him. 

 

 We know what that will is in universal terms. 

And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.’2 

 

The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 

one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 

strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as 

yourself.”3 

 

 
2 Matthew 28:18-20. 
3 Mark 12:29-31.   
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‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends.4 

 

 The hard part of this is to make it all contextual, all very much 

circumstantial.  You see, love is not a theory or a sentiment to be embraced.  Love 

is a choice to sacrifice oneself as Mary did.  We have to make the expression of 

God’s sacrificial love specific to our circumstances and relationships.  Our 

servanthood is not a theology—it is practice in the real world.   

 

 It is in serving God in the world that we will know the hardships of being 

a servant—the humiliation, the hard work, even the degradation of being a 

servant.  But it is to that that our parents committed us in our baptisms.  It is to 

that that we recommitted ourselves in our confirmations.   

 

 I wish I could make this sermon all sentimental and light.  It would be nice 

to contemplate a meek and gentle Mary with a halo around her head, dressed in 

blue with her hands folded demurely in her lap.  But that’s clearly not the Mary 

of the New Testament.  That Mary suffers humiliation and gives birth in a barn.  

That Mary is an exile in a foreign country because a king wants to kill her son.  

That Mary watches as her son leaves home to wander about the country, trying 

to convince people of the will of God.  That Mary witnesses the torture and 

execution of her son.  All because she once said, “‘Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’” 

 

 To which we respond today, “Here are we, the servants of the Lord; let it 

be with us according to your word.” 

 

 AMEN.   

 
4 John 15:12-13.   


