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OUT OF COVID; INTO COMMUNITY

INTRODUCTION

Having viewed the introduction video, please take the time to reflect
on the following questions. These questions can be done by yourself,
or as part of a small group. If the video is being watched as part of a
small-group, please use these questions to spark discussion.
What has been the hardest part of being separated from regular in-person worship? What part
of Sunday morning services have you missed the most?

What have been a surprising blessing you have uncovered during the pandemic?

What do you think is the greatest hurdle facing churches as they return to regular in-person
worship?

SCRIPTURE STUDY: PSALM 118: 24 - 29
What part of “this day” do you rejoice in the most? How does this sustain us even in the midst
of difficulty?
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What does a prayer for “success” look like as we move back into in-person worship?

REFLECT
How can you encourage others to explore the gift of the Christian community?

Think again about the blessings you have uncovered during the pandemic. How can you use
this blessing as a way to bless others?
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FROM THE COUCH TO
THE CONGREGATION

Having viewed the video “From the Couch to the Congregation”,
please take the time to reflect on the following questions. These
questions can be done by yourself, or as part of a small group. If the
video is being watched as part of a small-group, please use these
questions to spark discussion.

EXPLORE
Do you have a hymn that other people enjoy, but you can’t stand? What is it? What are some
of the reasons why you do not enjoy that hymn?

What have been some benefits of mediating our spiritual lives from our own homes? Have you
uncovered anything new about your faith?

The church community naturally involves “messiness.” How can we navigate the differences
in peoples’ expectations and/or comfort-levels?
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SCRIPTURE STUDY: 1ST CORINTHANS 11:23-32
What does it mean to “discern the body” in our worship gatherings? How can we practice this
today?

Why do you think “unity” does not equal “same-ness”? How can unity be expressed in light of
differences?

REFLECT
Why is it important for people feel to welcomed when they come to church? What happens if
someone feels unwelcomed?

Can you describe a time where you felt blessed by an action or statement from another
parishioner?

For further reflection, you may also wish to read, and discuss, Psalm 133; 1st
Corinthians 12:14-26; Galatians 3:26-29.
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FROM FEAR TO
FELLOWSHIP

Having viewed the video “From Fear to Fellowship”, please take the
time to reflect on the following questions. These questions can be
done by yourself, or as part of a small group. If the video is being
watched as part of a small-group, please use these questions to
spark discussion.

EXPLORE
What were some of the expressions of fear you observed (either in yourself or in others) during
the pandemic?

How does fear isolate us from one another?

Why does the call of faith often involve moving past our fear? Where do you see this in the
Bible?
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SCRIPTURE STUDY: PSALM 46
How does the presence of God help us step away from fear? Have you experienced this in
your own life?

What do you think it means to “Be still and know that I am God”? What are some practical
ways to do this?

REFLECT
Jesus often touched the people others would avoid. How can physical touch be an expression
of God’s loving presence?

Reverend Kyle said, “Fellowship means there is a place where we journey in faith together.”
What are ways we can communicate this in the church?

For this study, you may also wish to read, and discuss, Leviticus 13:45 -46;
Matthew 8:1-4; and Acts 9:10-19.
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FROM TRIAL
TO TRUST

Having viewed the video “From Trial to Trust”, please take the time to
reflect on the following questions. These questions can be done by
yourself, or as part of a small group. If the video is being watched as
part of a small-group, please use these questions to spark discussion.

EXPLORE
What has been your biggest trial during the time of the pandemic?

Is there anything about the return to in-person services that you are not looking forward to?

Although people are excited about the return to in-person services, do you think there is a
fear that the church “just won’t be the same”? Why or why not?
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SCRIPTURESTUDY: PSALM 13
Why is it important to articulate our laments, as uncomfortable as they may be at times?

Psalm 13 ends by saying that God “has been good to me.” How can God’s goodness and a
time of trial go together?

REFLECT
How does trust help us to not focus on the past but look to the future?

What does it mean to trust in God’s steadfast love as we move back to in-person services?

For further reflection, you may also wish to write your own lament in response to
the pandemic. Be sure to include the three movements: an honest articulation of
your trial, a cry for help, and statement of trust and worship.
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FROM MAINTENANCE
TO MISSION

Having viewed the video “From Maintenance to Mission”, please
take the time to reflect on the following questions. These questions
can be done by yourself, or as part of a small group. If the video is
being watched as part of a small-group, please use these questions
to spark discussion.

EXPLORE
What is the ministry that you have missed most during the pandemic?

Do you see any dangers in simply returning to “the way church used to be”? Why or why not?

Why is the desire to maintain what has always been a hindrance to the future mission of the
church?
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SCRIPTURESTUDY: ACTS 2:42-44
What does it mean to be “devoted” to the life of the Christian Community? How can you
express this devotion in your life?

This passage is summed up in the three pillars of “A Time to Gather”, “A Way to Grow” and “A
Place to Give”. Which of these three do you find the hardest to cultivate in your life?

REFLECT
What is something “new” that you would like the church to explore when in-person worship
resumes?

How might you participate in the ministry of the church beyond attending services on Sunday
Mornings?

For further reflection, you may also wish to read, and discuss, Isaiah 43:18-21;
Matthew 9:14-17; Hebrews 10:19-25
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