
Sunday, July 18, 2021

“ The Choice is yours”  
- But as for me & my family, we will serve the LORD. -  

Joshua 24:15 
But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you will 
serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the 
Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you now 
live? But as for me and my family, we will serve the LORD.” 

Introduction (Joshua’s final speech 
The people had to decide whether they would obey the Lord, who had 
proven his trustworthiness, or obey the local gods, which were only 
hand-made idols. It’s easy to slip into a quiet rebellion - going about life 
in your own way. But the time comes when you have to choose who or 
what will control you. The choice is yours. Will it be God, your own 
limited personality, or another imperfect substitute? Once you have 
chosen to be controlled by God’s Spirit, reaffirm your choice every day.


Taking a stand for God 
In taking a definite stand for the Lord, Joshua again displayed his 
spiritual leadership. Regardless of what others decided, Joshua had 
made a commitment to God, and he was determined to set an 
example of living by that decision. The way we live shows others the 
strength of our commitment to serving God.

- All the people boldly claimed that they would never forsake the Lord.

- But they did not keep that promise.

- Very soon God would charge them with breaking their covenant with 

him Judges 2: 2-3 For your part, you were not to make any 
covenants with the people living in this land; instead, you were to 
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destroy their altars. But you disobeyed my command. Why did you 
do this? So now I declare that I will no longer drive out the people 
living in your land. They will be thorns in your sides, and their gods 
will be a constant temptation to you.”


- When you stand up for God, he takes a hold of you. He protects 
you. He makes sure the foolish people can't knock you over.” Be like 
Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego -  They told King 
Nebuchadnezzar that their God could protect them, but even if He 
chose to take them up to heaven, they were ready to go.


- 1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you but such as is 
common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 

Living by decision 
1. Nehemiah Identified a Problem to Solve: More than 100 years after 

Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, the walls of the city lay in ruins, 
leaving it vulnerable to attack. For Jews living in exile like Nehemiah, 
that was intolerable, just like it might be for refugees and immigrants 
today. So Nehemiah appealed to King Artxerxes of Persia and won 
his backing to return to the land of his ancestors to rebuild the walls.


2. Esther Understood Her Times: Persia was much like our culture 
today – driven by power, pleasure and possessions. Esther was 
queen when Haman, the second-most powerful man in the land, 
persuaded King Xerxes to condemn the 9 million Jews in the 
kingdom to death. She risked her life by approaching Xerxes and 
revealing that she was a Jew. Xerxes changed his mind, and the 
Jews were delivered.


3. Noah Was “All In,” No Matter What the Cost: Today, the news is 
filled with warnings, with reports of violence and corruption, if we will 
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only listen. Noah listened to God. Based on the account in Genesis, 
God spoke to him only once, and he built a ship on dry ground and 
waited decades for it to rain. To others, his faith appeared foolish, 
but it was an act of obedience to God.


4. David was Anointed by God to Do the Work: When we read the 
story of David killing Goliath, we often focus on David’s courage, but 
it was the result of his confidence in a powerful, wise, loving God. 
The Bible says that after Samuel anointed him with oil, “the spirit of 
the Lord came powerfully upon David.” If we try to emulate David’s 
attitude, our confidence in God will produce the courage to face any 
giant in our lives.


5. John the Baptist was Willing to Take Risks: John called people to 
repent: to take stock of their lives, realize they were sinners, and turn 
to God. He eventually was thrown into jail and executed, but Jesus 
said, “among those born of women there has not risen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist. …” The medical missionaries who 
risked their lives to treat Ebola patients in Africa provide a wonderful 
example of this risk-taking today.


In Conclusion - Live by decision  
(1) To prove that we’re his disciples - John 15:8

(2) To prove the good and acceptable and perfect will of God - Rom. 

12:2

(3) To prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God 

above reproach - Phil. 2:15

(4) To prove yourselves doers of the word and not hearers only - James 

1:22

(5) To prove yourselves zealous for what is good - I Peter 3:13.
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