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Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 

that has come on you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. But 

rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the 

sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed 

when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted 

because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for 

the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you 

suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or 

any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.



However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 

ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 

name. For it is time for judgment to begin with 

God’s household; and if it begins with us, what will 

the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel 

of God? And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be 

saved, what will become of the ungodly and the 

sinner?” So then, those who suffer according to 

God’s will should commit themselves to their 

faithful Creator and continue to do good. (1 Peter 4:12-19)



“If the world hates you, keep 

in mind that it hated me 

first…. Remember what I 

told you: ‘A servant is not 

greater than his master.’ If 

they persecuted me, they will 

persecute you also… I have 

told you this, so that when 

their time comes you will 

remember that I warned you 

about them. …” (John 15:18-20)  

“do not be surprised”(v.12) 



Rejoice (v.13-14)

“Blessed are you when people insult 

you, persecute you and falsely say 

all kinds of evil against you because 

of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 

great is your reward in heaven, ...” 
(Mt. 5:11-12)

“… for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, 

in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I 

am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Cor. 12:10)



Rejoice because…

“Now I rejoice in what I am suffering 

for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is 

still lacking in regard to Christ’s 

afflictions, for the sake of his body, 

which is the church.” (Col. 1:24)

• participate in the sufferings of 

Christ (v.13) 

- fellowship, to share, communicate

- “inasmuch as” - according to/in 

proportion to



Rejoice because…

• receive future glory (v.13b)

- When Jesus’ second coming, 

his glory is revealed => 

“triumphantly happy” 

• the presence of the Holy Spirit (v.14c)

- God’s spirit rest on believers =>  

believers will be insulted by non-

believers => the evidence of blessings.



Be proud (v.16)

“However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 

ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.”

• honor-shame culture 

• Christian vs evil doer

• “be proud”  => Christian
(v.16, The Message)



Live faithfully (v. 15, 17-18)

• the persecution/suffering is 

to make God’s people fit for 

the judgment

• God’s people live faithfully 

=> salvation

• unfaithful => condemnation

• Judgment is coming

• begin with God’s family first



Live faithfully (v. 15, 17-18)



Entrust to God completely, continue to do good(v.19)

“This ‘handing over’ of one’s own ‘I’ to the 

Creator, which liberates a person from fear, 

takes place, amid the danger of losing one’s life, 

through prayer & through action arising from 

hopeful faith.” ~ L. Goppelt

• “commit” – entrust (Lk. 23:46)  

• “faithful” – completely trustful 

• Creator – everything is from God

• our inward commitment to God => outward actions 

=> do good, love & serve other, live honorably


