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Summer Loving 
Love Is…  Dan Bidwell, Senior Pastor 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 25 July 2021 
 
 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 
 
These are some of the most moving words ever written, aren’t they? Words that capture the 
character of love, the hopefulness of love, the invincibility of love. Words that have been read 
at countless weddings (I think we had them as a Bible reading at ours!) 
 
This is what we often think of as the wedding passage. But what does this passage say when we 
read it in a broader context, when we apply it to all of the Christian life? 
 
Stick around, and we’ll find out in just a minute. 
 
INTRO 
 
Well good morning and welcome to Yountville Community Church. My name is Dan Bidwell, 
Senior Pastor here. And it is so great to have you with us, wherever you are watching or 
listening from. We’d love to know that you’ve been with us. So why not head over to our 
website at yountvillechurch.org and fill out our Connect Card. Let us know what God has been 
teaching you, how we can pray for you, or just reach out and say g’day. 
 
If you have been with us for any amount of time, you’ll know that we have been eagerly waiting 
for the reconstruction of our historic Chapel to be completed. Today I can finally tell you that 
we have received our Temporary Certificate of Occupancy. There are still a few loose ends to be 
tied up before we can move back in for Sundays. But the good news is that we can finally 
announce that our first Sunday back in our Yountville Chapel will be Sunday 22 August at 10am. 
 
We’ll have a chance for you to see the chapel before that, but we’ll let you know all those 
details in a special letter that we’ll be sending out this coming week.  
 
But praise God! And put the date in your diary. And join us in praying that the Lord will use this 
reopening to help us share the hope of Jesus in the Napa Valley and beyond. 
 
Why don’t we give thanks now, for this great news! 
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Our heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you for answering our prayers. We thank you for 
our church building, and for the chance to gather in person in just a few weeks. We pray for the 
final touches that need to be done, for safety for workers, and for a smooth path to reopening. 
We thank you most of all, for the chance to share the hope of Jesus every day, whether we are 
worshiping at home, or in a building. Grow us in love, and teach us the most excellent way. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 
Well we are in the last week of our Summer Lovin’ series. All this summer we have been 
thinking about the way that love shapes us as individuals, and as the church. 
 
And we have saved the best for last! 
 
We have come to a Bible passage that some Christians read every single day, in their quest to 
allow God’s word to shape them and mold them to be more like Jesus. It’s a passage that I have 
preached on a bunch of times in wedding ceremonies, but never in church. A passage that says 
something new to me every time I read it, and I hope it speaks to you today as well. 
 
I think this passage is so important that I want us to hear it in full. So why don’t you sit back, put 
away all distractions, and prepare your hearts to hear God’s word. 
 
Bible Reading 
 
Our passage starts with Paul saying,  

 
yet I will show you the most excellent way. (1 Corinthians 12:31) 

 
We’re going to spend our time mainly in chapter 13, but this little verse tells us that Paul is 
linking our passage with his discussion about spiritual gifts in chapter 12. Remember last week 
we saw that the Corinthian church was getting into trouble with spiritual gifts. They sought 
after the limelight and tried to elevate themselves to positions of importance. They belittled 
those with the lesser gifts. Chapter 12 is a picture of the church following after the world’s 
values, isn’t it? 
 
By contrast, chapter 13 is a corrective to that wrong attitude. Paul wants to show the 
Corinthians ‘the most excellent way,’ – the way of love. 
 
Love is… more important than religious accomplishment. 
 
So our first big idea form the passage is that Love is… more important than religious 
accomplishment. 
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Remember from chapter 12, that the Corinthians valued the up-front spiritual gifts more than 
the mundane gifts; the supernatural gifts, rather than service-based gifts. Prophecy, speaking in 
tongues, healing – these were the gifts that everybody wanted. 
 
But Paul says, you might have those gifts, but if they aren’t used in love, then they are 
worthless. 
 

If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. (1 Corinthians 13:1) 

 
Speaking in tongues is a gift of the Holy Spirit, where you speak in a language that is not a 
human dialect. Maybe it’s an angelic language, maybe it’s God’s own native tongue. I don’t 
know. But when you read 1 Corinthians 14, it tells us that speaking in tongues is unintelligible, 
perhaps even to the speaker, unless there is someone present who can interpret. It would be 
like watching a foreign film without subtitles. 
 
And so Paul says to us, you could have the gift of tongues, or you could be the world’s greatest 
preacher and orator and evangelist, but if you don’t have love then you are just making noise. 
 
One of the most prominent pagan religions in Corinth was the worship of the Greek god 
Dionysus, or Bacchus as he was known to the Romans. Bacchus was considered the god of wine 
and fertility, and so Bacchus worship celebrated drunkenness and licentiousness and excess. 
These Bacchanalian feasts were rowdy and noisy, and accompanied by the cacophonous sound 
of bells and gongs and cymbals and flutes and shouting that were part of their frenzied 
sacrifices.1 
 
1 Corinthians 14 is all about making sure church services didn’t look like Bacchanalian feasts, 
with a frenzy of shouting over the top of one another, whether in intelligible language or in 
tongues. Instead, all speech in the church should be about building each other up. 
 
Similarly the gift of prophecy: 
 

2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. (1 
Corinthians 13:2) 

 
The danger with some of these supernatural gifts is that we often place the person with that 
gift on a pedestal. They’re honored as someone with an extra measure of the Holy Spirit, extra 
wisdom, extraordinary faith. They’re set up as almost a demi-god within the church, a spiritual 
celebrity. That happens with some famous preachers, and Christian authors or theologians, and 
worship leaders... There is a danger that their celebrity goes to their heads, and that we 
transfer our worship away from Jesus and onto them… 

 
1 https://www.cbeinternational.org/resource/article/pandemonium-and-silence-corinth  
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So what’s the antidote? It’s love. 
 
The Apostle Paul said,  
 

‘knowledge puffs up while love builds up’ (1 Corinthians 8:1) 
 
For those endowed with spiritual wisdom, speaking gifts, prophetic gifts, we must make sure 
that we use them in a spirit of love. And humility. Where the glory always points to Jesus, and 
not to ourselves. 
 
And the same goes for all spiritual practices. No matter how disciplined we are, our spiritual 
practices don’t make us more worthy to God, or more worthy than anyone else, and they are 
not something to boast about in church. Listen to what Paul says in the next verse: 
 

3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. (1 Corinthians 1:3) 

 
You see, our attitude is more important than our spiritual accomplishments. Love matters more 
being religious, love matters more than possessing a prominent spiritual gift. We gain nothing if 
we use our spiritual gifts to glorify ourselves. 
 
I was working on our volunteer list for church this week. I was so pleased to see how many of 
you responded, and thank you for your willingness to roll up your sleeves and join the mission! 
We need you, and there are still more serving opportunities, so it’s not too late to sign up! 
 
But as church starts, some of us will find ourselves in places of prominence, and others more in 
the background. Thank you for serving with love, for the glory of Jesus, so that his mission will 
be achieved. 
 
Love is… an attitude that shapes every aspect of us 
 
That brings us to the second big idea in today’s passage, and perhaps the heart of the passage – 
the definition of what love is, and what love does, and does not do. 
 
As I said before, we often hear these verses at weddings, because they are such a great 
description of how a man and a woman should express love within marriage. 
 
But we’re broadening our application of the passage today, because Paul wants this kind of love 
to pervade every aspect of our lives, the way we act, the way we treat others, the way we react 
even when others have wronged us. 
 
So what does love look like? 
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First, love is patient (1 Corinthians 13:4) 
 
My favorite wedding joke is that love is blind, but marriage is an eye-opener. The hardest part 
about love, in marriage or friendship or in church, is that other people constantly surprise us in 
ways that test our patience. As sons and daughters of Adam and Eve, we are prone to sin, and 
inevitably we sin against one another in every relationship. Every relationship will test our love 
at one time or another. And so the first rule of love is to keep loving, to be patient, even when 
the other person is frustrating you. 
 
The same follows for Paul’s second command – love is kind. Kindness in the Bible is linked to 
having compassion, and mercy, particularly the compassion and mercy that God has shown 
throughout history to his people. 
 
Isaiah writes: 
 

7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, 
    the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
[…] according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8 He said, “Surely they are my people, 
    children who will be true to me”; 
    and so he became their Savior. 
9 In all their distress he too was distressed, 
    and the angel of his presence saved them.  
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them 
    all the days of old. (Isaiah 63:7-9) 

 
God is distressed when we are distressed. He remains faithful to those he loves. He rescues us. 
In fact, he continues to love us unfailingly even when we do what is wrong. That’s the story of 
the Bible that ends with Jesus on the cross, redeeming us from our sin because of his loving 
kindness… 
 
So our kindness is to mirror God’s kindness. Kindness is a core spiritual value for us in the 
church – it’s one of the fruits of the spirit we are to cultivate and to practice daily. 
 
If love is patient and kind, what is love not like?  
 
Paul says: 
 

It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. (1 Corinthians 13:4-5) 
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The Corinthian church, it seems, was filled with envy. Corinthians society was made up of a 
broad range of socioeconomic groups, with huge discrepancies between the rich and the poor. 
But in the church, they came together. Some of the new Christians were incredibly wealthy, 
where others lived hand to mouth. Some were from prominent families, and in prominent 
positions in society. They were used to social hierarchy and treating others as greater or lesser.  
 
But look at what Paul says love does not do. He says love does not envy. There is something 
about love that allows us to celebrate the gifts of others, the wealth of others, without turning 
towards bitterness. Love doesn’t lead us to envy others, and to pity ourselves, or to question 
what God has given us (or what he hasn’t given us). Love isn’t envious. 
 
Love also means we don’t boast when we have material blessings. It causes us to remember 
others, and not look down on them, nor to make them feel uncomfortable. In the Corinthian 
church, people used to bring their own food when they shared the Lord’s Supper. Some 
brought exquisite banquets, and even got drunk, while others remained hungry (1 Cor 11:21). It 
was humiliating, writes Paul, for those who could not afford to participate. It was the Lords’ 
supper, but without love. It sounds highly dysfunctional… 
 
But love shouldn’t operate like that.  
 
Love does not dishonor others, Paul writes in v5. Last week we read about the way the church is 
a body, and in the body of Christ we honor those in lesser positions.  
 
Love is not self-seeking, Paul says. Instead it seeks the good of the other person. Love is 
outwardly focused. Love makes us listen to others, to walk a mile in their shoes, to empathize 
with them, to seek to understand their point of view. And sometimes it means laying down our 
rights, not because we must, but because it is the loving thing to do in that circumstance.  
 
Jesus, of course, embodies that attitude of loving self-lessness, when he laid down his life for 
us, the innocent in place of the guilty, the righteous for the unrighteous to bring us to God (1 
Peter 3:18). 
 
And actually, the more we read this list, the more we see ‘love’ embodied in Jesus, and in 
everything he ever did. 
 
Love is not easily angered… that was Jesus who kept his cool despite the attacks of those who 
wanted to kill him. 
 
Love keeps no record of wrongs. I think of Jesus who said as he was being nailed to the cross, 
Father, ‘forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.’ Jesus has every right to 
revenge, and yet his very mission was to bring forgiveness for our sins, because of love. 
 
Paul goes on: 
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6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:6-8) 

 
Love overcomes every negative feeling. It overpowers every negative thought. Love is 
relentlessly positive, relentlessly hopeful, it refuses to give in, it rejects all suggestion of failure. 
Love wins, at all costs. 
 
And that is the story of love in the Bible. Not that we loved God, but that he loves us with a 
never-failing, unending, relentlessly hopeful and positive love.  
 
1 John 4:10 puts it like this. 
 

10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:10) 

 
You see, love is not something that we learn from marriage. It’s not something we learn from 
family. Or from the deepest of friendships. The best love in all those cases is a reflection of 
God’s love for us. Our love always fails at some point. But God’s love endures forever.  
 
Love is something we are only beginning to grasp 
 
And that’s where the final big idea of this passage comes in. Because no matter how much we 
aspire to the kind of love that God has for us, no matter how much we promise to love without 
failing, no matter how much we learn about love from the best relationships, and no matter 
how much we learn about the frailty of human love from relationships that break us, love is 
something that we are only beginning to grasp. 
 
18th century evangelist D.L. Moody said upon hearing this passage: 
 

‘It seemed to me that I had never heard anything so beautiful. The one great need in our 
Christian life is love, more love to God and to each other. Would that we could all move 
into that love chapter and live there.’ 

 
Because as Paul finishes his hymn of love, he reminds us that love is the supreme spiritual gift 
to covet. Don’t worry about those other gifts, because the time will come when they won’t be 
important anymore. 
 

where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be 
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. (1 
Corinthians 13:8-10) 
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Many of the spiritual gifts that the Corinthians sought after, the gifts that they coveted, the gifts 
that they placed their identity in, they are gifts that help reveal the knowledge of God to a 
spiritually blind world.  
 
But one day the veil will be lifted. One day everyone will know the truth about God, on the day 
that Jesus returns. And the only thing left will be love. The only thing that matters. On that day 
when perfect love is revealed, our attention will turn away from ourselves, and our plans, and 
our projects, and our little kingdoms, and we’ll be able to love perfectly, completely, unfailingly 
– just like Jesus. 
 
But for now we have to settle for doing the best we can, with a little help from the Holy Spirit. 
And where we make mistakes, we learn from Jesus to love patiently, with kindness, not being 
quick to anger, keeping no records of wrongs. Church is the perfect place to practice love. We’ll 
have lots of opportunities to grow, as a group of imperfect people learning to love Jesus 
together. 
 
And one day, we’ll get it right. On the day when we see Jesus face to face. 
 

12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
 

I love these final words of the passage. They remind me that however much I know about God, 
the reality is that he knows me fully. He knows my mistakes. He knows my heart. He knows my 
pain. I am fully known by God, in a way that noone on this earth knows me, not even my wife or 
kids. 
 
And for everything that God knows about me, he still loves me. He always will.  
 
And that’s true of every human on the face of the planet. We are all fully known by God, fully 
loved by God. And that’s why he sends us to the ends of the earth to share that message of love 
and forgiveness and reconciliation with people everywhere, so that on the day Jesus returns, 
many will know the loving reception that Jesus promises for all who put their trust in him. 
 
A church that loves is a church that leaves an eternal legacy. 
 
So as we wrap up our Summer Lovin’ series, what kind of a church do we want to be? 
 
 


