“What Do You Want of Jesus?”
Luke 18:35-43

Consciously or unconsciously, each one of us looks to someone or something to meet our deepest needs. For some, that central focus of trust is God, and they look to Him to redeem and sustain them. Luke tells us of a man (Bartimaeus) who trusted Jesus with what he perceived as his greatest need and Christ met him.   

I.    What Did the Blind Man Know?

A. He Knew Who Jesus Was (v. 38) -
· Jesus of Nazareth
· “Son of David” = _______________

B. He Knew His Own Condition (v.17) -
· Without Sight!
· Completely Helpless 

C. He Knew His Moment of Opportunity (v.38) -
· He Seized It and Cried Out
· He Would Not be Silenced

D. He Knew What to Ask For (v.41-43) -
· Lord, I want to See! 
· Immediately He was Healed

II.  Do You Know What Bartimaeus Knew? 

A. Do You Know Who Jesus is? 

B. Do You Know Your Condition? 

C. Do You Recognize Your Opportunity?  

D. Do You Know What to Ask For? 

Many of us have placed our trust in someone/thing only to be disappointed. Jesus invites us to transfer our trust to Him and He will meet us in new and powerful ways! What do you want of Jesus?
Going Deeper:

1. If someone were to ask you what is your central focus of trust, to what do you look to meet your deepest needs? What would you say?

2. If you answered that God is your central focus of trust, what is the evidence that supports that claim? In what ways do you demonstrate that it is God that you trust to meet your needs?  

3. Are we born spiritually blind?  What are some of the ways that our spiritual blindness manifests itself in our everyday lives?

4. What can become a false center of trust in place of Christ? What are some of the substitute remedies for our blindness?

5. In this episode from Christ’s ministry, was there a specific aspect (helplessness, determination, desperation) with which you identified?

6. Personal: As you examine your life, do you realize you are completely helpless apart from God? Have you been looking to someone/thing else to do for you what only God can do?   

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. The man in our story today was blind. Have you ever been in a completely dark place (room without windows, a cave)? What was it like? Do you see why this man wanted so much to talk with Jesus?

2. Why do you think the man was so sure Jesus could help him? Do you think he believed Jesus was God and could heal him?

3. Have you ever had a really big problem or been going through a really difficult time and didn’t know what to do? Do you know that God loves when we come to Him and ask for His help?  

