The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Worship for July 25, 2021

Welcome
Gathering Music Prelude on “Blaenwern”
John Whitt, organ improvisation
Opening Sentence of Scripture
One

God has made us one in Christ.
God has set God’s seal upon us
and, as a pledge of what is to come,
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.

(2 Corinthians 1:22)

Confession and Absolution of Sin
One

So that we might better love as God loves us,
Let us confess the sin that seeks to separate us from God and one another.
A period of silence is kept.

Many

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

One

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
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Hymn – My God, thy table now is spread (Rockingham) – The Hymnal 1982 #321

One
Many

Holy One, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

One
Many

May Christ, the morning star, shine in our hearts.
O come let us worship God.
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Let us pray the following portion of Psalm 145 together, responsively, by whole verse.

One

Psalm 145:10-19
10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

All your works praise you, O God, *
and your faithful servants bless you.
They make known the glory of your realm *
and speak of your power,
That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your dominion.
Yours, O God, is an everlasting reign; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.
You are faithful in all your words *
and merciful in all your deeds.
You uphold all those who fall; *
you lift up those who are bowed down.
The eyes of all wait upon you, O God, *
and you give them their food in due season.
You open wide your hand *
and satisfy the needs of every living creature.
You are righteous in all your ways *
and loving in all your works.
You are near to those who call upon you, *
to all who call upon you faithfully.

At the end of the Psalm is said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The Lessons
The First Lesson ― 2 Kings (4:42-44)
One

A reading from The Second Book of Kings

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves of
barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” But his servant
said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat,
for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” He set it before them, they ate, and had some left,
according to the word of the LORD.
One
Many

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle: A Song of God’s Love

(1 John 4:7-11)

Beloved, let us love one another, *
for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, *
for God is Love.
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *
that God sent his only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Jesus Christ.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *
and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.
Morning Worship with St. Bede’s 3

Beloved, since God loved us so much, *
we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *
and God’s love will be perfected in us.
At the end of the Canticle is said

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
A Reading from The Gospel of John

(6:1-21)

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following
him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there
with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large
crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said
this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said
to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?”
Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about
five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of
the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that
he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again
to the mountain by himself.
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum.
It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing.
When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat,
and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the
boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.
One
Many

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon by The Rev’d Miriam Needham
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The Nicene Creed
All together

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers
One
Many

Let us now pray in the words our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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One
Many

Loving God, we give thanks for your presence;
One God with many faces.

One
Many

We pray for all baptized people;
That we may live fully into our covenant with you.

One
Many

Give us faith to serve you in all people;
And our neighbors as ourselves.

One
Many

Bless the leaders of our land;
That we may be a people at peace among ourselves
and a blessing to other nations.

One
Many

Give us wisdom to revere our mother earth;
That we may be faithful stewards of her abundance.

One
Many

Open our eyes to the joys and sorrows of others;
That barriers which divide us may crumble
and we may live in justice and peace.

The Collect of the Day
In your compassionate love, O God, you nourish us with words of life and bread of blessing. Grant that Jesus may
calm our fears, and move our hearts to praise your goodness by sharing our bread with others. Amen.
A Prayer for the Mission of the Church
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come
within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may
bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.
Intercessions and thanksgivings now follow either silently or aloud.

A General Thanksgiving
All together

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise
for all that you have done for us.
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation,
for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life,
and for the mystery of love.
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends,
and for the loving care which surrounds us on every side.
We thank you for setting us at tasks
which demand our best efforts,
and for leading us to accomplishments
which satisfy and delight us.
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We thank you also for those disappointments and failures
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ;
for the truth of his Word and the example of his life;
for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation;
for his dying, through which he overcame death;
and for his rising to life again,
in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.
Grant us the gift of your Spirit,
that we may know Christ and make Christ known;
and through Christ, at all times and in all places,
may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.
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Hymn – God of mercy, God of grace (Lucerna Laudoniae) – The Hymnal 1982 #538

A Closing Prayer
Holy One, you have called us in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ to continue his work of reconciliation and reveal
you to the world. Forgive us the sins which tear us apart; give us the courage to overcome our fears and doubts and
to seek that unity which is your gift and your will; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Deacon
Many

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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