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Introduction
St. Martin’s Anglican Church is located in Upper
Lonsdale, in the District of North Vancouver on
the ancestral and unceded traditional territories
of the Coast Salish peoples: Musqueam,
Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh Nations.
After a 19-month period of interim ministry we
seek a Vicar to shepherd our congregation. We
envision a 60% position with the availability to
rent the Rectory.
St. Martin’s Anglican Church

A View of the Sanctuary

Fall Fair

—

Our clergy leader will be spiritually and pastorally gifted and must have a love of Anglo Catholic
Liturgy, the Book of Common Prayer, and be an
inspiring, listening leader adept at fostering participation at our Sunday afternoon services, Bible
studies, and meetings.
At St. Martin’s there is a long tradition of Anglican church music which continues to be valued
by our congregation. The coming years are likely
to be a time of change at St. Martin’s and we
seek a pastor sensitive to anxieties within the
congregation. St. Martin’s has an aging and slowly declining membership. Even so, we are a vibrant and loving congregation with faith that
God will provide for our future. The new Vicar
should have administrative and leadership skills
necessary to meet the challenge of growing our
church, as we explore the possibility of sharing
our ministry with other parishes in the region.

Parish Future
These past months have been an exceptional period for our
parish and many others. Some semblance of normality
should eventually return for the many faithful parishioners
of St Martin's who miss regular community worship and
practices. Some activities, such as making music and prayer,
seem more powerful when we are together. When we are
able to resume community life, we would also return to
parish activities which foster friendships and are a necessary
part of life in the Holy Spirit. We look forward to planning
church life together and in-person study of the Bible and
other spiritual resources. Coffee hours, including specialoccasion cakes, are times for informal meetings as well as to
catch up on parishioners’ projects and health. We are eager
to resume a wide array of social activities such as suppers,
work parties, and gala fundraisers which we enjoyed together, and will not in future take for granted!

Shrove Tuesday

Communication with the elderly and other non-attenders
for reasons of health and transportation and weather will
continue to be an organized activity led by the priest in conjunction with ministries including the Prayer Group, Altar
Guild, Home Communion, Friendly Visitors and others.
Monthly phone calls from members of Parish Council,
though appreciated, have likely not adequately replaced such
in- person ministries in the last 15 months.
St. Martin’s is exploring joint ministry with one or more
local Anglican churches. We have recently reached out to
St. Catherine Capilano and may also explore collaboration
with St. Clement, Lynn Valley as they have just been appointed a new priest beginning August 2021. Naturally,
each parish is protective of differences in culture and history but we recognize with prayerful trepidation the potential
benefits of working and worshipping more closely with others.
We also envision that St Martin’s future includes ongoing
intentional community outreach, sharing our skills and resources for Thanksgiving and other food drives; Mission to
Seafarers; Operation Christmas Child; Lookout Shelter and
others. Perhaps we could encourage more of our renters
and our local community, through fostering closer relationships, to possibly become involved at services such as the
Pet Blessing during the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, or
events such as community dinners and the Fall Fair.
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One of our Quizzes

Identity

Our Bookkeeper and Parish Administrator

St. Martin’s is a close-knit congregation of 155 people
with 61 identifiable givers. Since March, 2020, pandemic
protocols have re-shaped parish life in many ways, incorporating social distancing, and increased connecting by
telephone or internet. Nevertheless, we have managed to
retain our core group of faithful parishioners. Members’
ages generally range from the mid-fifties to mid-nineties.
Many have contributed at one time or another by serving
as Wardens, Trustees, Parish Council members, or Lions
Gate Hospital chapel and care home visitors. Our staff
include a Priest (60% as of 01 August, 2021), an excellent
and efficient part-time Parish Administrator, 18 hrs/week,
a gifted Music Director, 5 hrs./week, and a Bookkeeper, 5
hrs./week. The parish leadership meets at least monthly,
including by Zoom, as necessary. We communicate by
weekly newsletter, electronic mail, telephone, posters,
regular mail, social media, text and in person. Our website is regularly updated.
There are four crucial elements to our identity:

❖ The Book of Common Prayer continues to inspire and
support us in our daily lives, shaping our worship and beliefs.
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❖ Music being paramount, we enjoy singing Psalms, responses, anthems and hymns.
❖ Thirdly, we remember the Lord’s Supper together at
the altar, symbolic of our deep, common bond as members of the wider Body of Christ.
❖ Finally, we hold up traditional creeds and sacraments
as core expressions of our faith and practice. We aspire
to express Christ-like love and joy in community.
Our weaknesses include slow addition of new members,
leading to financial strain and fewer members to carry out
everyday tasks. Though we do not know what the future
holds, we hope that through fullness of faith, St. Martin’s
will grow and find renewed life.

Altar Guild
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Our Liturgy
St. Martin’s parishioners love tradition, beauty and sacrament. Weekly, our Altar Guild dresses the altar with fine
linens and rich liturgical colours. Altar flowers are shared
with parishioners or the hospital chapel each week, as
possible. Behind the scenes, brass and silver are polished,
while supplies for sacraments and candles are monitored.
Microphones and sound systems are maintained. On Sunday mornings, ringing of the church bell calls people from
the neighbourhood, and friendly greeters welcome and
register those who arrive. We prepare ourselves for worship in reverence, surrounded by stained glass windows
and wood carvings, listening to an organ prelude played by
our music director.

St. Martin’s Altar

Holy Communion is celebrated on most Sunday mornings,
with one monthly Matins service. Our order of service is
usually from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), with the
Book of Alternative Services, page 185, typically used on the
third Sunday of the month. We include a time for children
near the beginning of the service, after which they may go
to Sunday School when in session. Where possible, we
prefer to sing or chant most parts of the liturgy, something we dearly miss during the pandemic. Our readings
are selected from the Common Lectionary, keeping us in
connection with the worldwide Church. The sermon is
preached by clergy, though on occasion, lay persons might
share reflections. Our intercessors compose and lead
thoughtful prayers on behalf of our community. We look
forward to regular Communion at the altar rail after these
Covid days pass, but meanwhile have resorted to Zoom/
You Tube participation, drive-by services such as on Ash
Wednesday, or when in-person worship is permitted, following the recommended directional movement within
the church to receive communion in one kind. At the end
of Sunday morning services, we are usually treated to a
postlude composed by our music director.
On the first Sunday afternoon of each month, we enjoy
Agapé Gathering, a contemplative, participatory, contemporary service around a theme, through the Liturgy of the
Word and Liturgy of the Table. This is a time for prayer,
songs, fellowship, and breaking of bread - where strangers
may become friends and friends become closer. Reflections
are shared by all who wish to share. A musician is normally
present, but when services have been virtual during the
pandemic, we have appreciated pre-recorded music. This
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The Angels Window

upbeat yet contemplative service is much appreciated
and complements the 10am service. We trust that more
people will become involved in Agapé when it returns to
in-person sharing of a meal.

Chalices

Agapé Gathering

With the arrival of the pandemic, St Martin’s stopped
offering our BCP-only 8am service where music, apart
from Easter, was seldom heard. Our small but resilient
group transitioned to the 10am services. For Advent
2020 and Lent 2021, we delivered care kits with candles,
crafts and family-oriented activities, messages, packages
of prayer and hymn books, palm crosses and Simnel
cake. In recent years, our Sunday School ministry has
declined. However, if we successfully encourage more
young families to join us, we would enhance Sunday
School activities. We also enjoy many yearly traditions,
such as at All Souls’ Day, Advent Lessons and Carols
(followed by a fun-filled time led by our choir), Christmas, Lenten and Holy Week services. Our clergy have
added their own personal touches. This year, we held
outdoor services, including a Baptism on the plaza; Good
Friday in the Memorial Garden; and Easter Sunday in the
parking lot, complete with soloist!
The Liturgical Advisory Committee has been busy since
March 2020, as public health orders kept changing unpredictably; this committee is open to all and meets at
the call of our Priest—generally at monthly intervals. It is
comprised of the Priest, Music Director and interested
members of the congregation to plan upcoming services,
including music. Throughout the pandemic, as many of
our parishioners are elderly, safety has been a priority in
our protocols. This has included use of masks and/or
screens to shield singers, and microphones being shared
only by people within the same bubble. At present, we
worship together through Zoom, and record our morning services, which may be attended “live”, or viewed
later on YouTube. We plan to continue recording our
Sunday service and offering a virtual way for people to
participate in our liturgy post-pandemic. Despite the
pandemic, we have also enjoyed at least one hymn each
Sunday, and are eager to resume in-person, in-church,
whole- congregation singing of several hymns each week.
We have continued to welcome weddings and memorials. Several memorial services held during the past year
have included interment in our Memorial Garden, a
beautiful resting place tended to lovingly by volunteer
parishioners.
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Music
From the organ prelude and processional hymn, worship
services at St. Martin’s are filled with music which has
been, and will continue to be, an essential part of our
worship. Many members of our congregation as well as
visitors have commented that the high quality of the music ministry is an important reason why they continue to
worship at our church. Most of the congregation enthusiastically joins the choir in singing the psalms and hymns.

About 75% of the services are traditional and include
chanted psalms, a motet and favourite or new hymns. We
use Common Praise hymn books, UK and Canadian versions. We desire a priest, who is familiar with Merbecke’s
setting of the Anglican liturgy, and able to sing the versicles unaccompanied.
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Sacred Spaces
St. Martin’s is located in a residential area, one
block from its original location on Lonsdale Avenue. Our historic 110-year old heritage craftsman wood building, constructed in traditional
English church style, has been renovated and
well maintained over the years. The main church
space seats approximately 125 persons (in nonpandemic situations; approximately 35 persons
with pandemic spacing) in high English style
church pews, with choir stalls and built-in pipe
organ between the main body of the church and
the altar. Beautiful stained-glass windows surround the nave and sanctuary.
Our facilities are used for Sunday worship services and other activities of the parish. The
church basement contains the church office,
priest’s office, music room, nursery space, two
separate washrooms, and a medium-sized meeting room with kitchenette. Our multi-purpose
meeting/banquet/sports hall with some theatre
features was added 57 years ago. It contains a
full kitchen and accessible washrooms, with a
daycare and storage space on the lower level.

View across to the Salish Sea
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Both buildings have interior stairways and a
common exterior stairway from the breezeway.
The upper floors have level access from the
street and the lower levels have access from the
parking lot on the south. The landscaped inner
courtyard houses our beautiful Memorial Garden, a peaceful retreat enjoyed from all sides.
We maximize our building rentals and foster respectful relationships with all our community
partners; the three major ones being the Lil
Bloomers Daycare, SMP theatre group and the
Good Stewards Church. Other user groups have
included Scouts Canada, Girl Guides, fitness and
dance groups, health support groups and movie
companies.

Financials
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We acknowledge with thanksgiving the subsidies provided by the Diocese and Governments
that enabled the parish to end the year with a surplus of $3,023.39.
Faithfully submitted by St Martin’s 2021 Search Committee: Ann Hasle, Howard Dallimore,
Wendy Matsubuchi-Bremner, Heather Rhodes, Daphne Shepard, Jeremy Triggs, Joy Wee
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St. Martin’s Anglican Church
195 Windsor Rd. East
North Vancouver, BC V7N 1J9
Telephone: 604-985-5919
admin@saintmartins.ca
priest@saintmartins.ca
www.saintmartins.ca
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