
  

Lectionary 17 July 25, 2021 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
 

  

Today’s Hymns 

Gathering Hymn Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult  ELW 696  

Hymn of the Day Break Now the Bread of Life  ELW 515  

Communion Song You Satisfy the Hungry Heart  ELW 484 vs. 1, 4, & 5  

Communion Song Praise and Thanksgiving  ELW 689 vs. 1 & 4  

Sending Song Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  ELW 547  

 

Today’s Readings 

Prayer of the Day 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your 
word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread 
of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of 
which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five 
loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not 
nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy of our 
supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working 
in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where 
all the hungry are satisfied  



2 

Reading 2 Kings 4:42-44  
 

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of 
Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though 
there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and 
even more to satisfy the need. 

42A man came from Baal-shalishah, 
bringing food from the first fruits to Elisha, 
the man of God: twenty loaves of barley 
and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha 
said, “Give it to the people and let them 
eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set 

this before a hundred people?” So he 
repeated, “Give it to the people and let 
them eat, for thus says the Lord, ‘They 
shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set it 
before them, they ate, and had some left, 
according to the word of the Lord. 
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1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A 
large crowd kept following him, because 
they saw the signs that he was doing for the 
sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and sat 
down there with his disciples. 4Now the 
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 
near. 5When he looked up and saw a large 
crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to 
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for 
these people to eat?” 6He said this to test 
him, for he himself knew what he was go-
ing to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six 
months’ wages would not buy enough 
bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One 
of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish. 
But what are they among so many people?” 
10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” 
Now there was a great deal of grass in the 
place; so they sat down, about five thou-
sand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given thanks, he distribut-
ed them to those who were seated; so also 
the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When 
they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 

“Gather up the fragments left over, so that 
nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered 
them up, and from the fragments of the five 
barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, 
they filled twelve baskets. 14When the peo-
ple saw the sign that he had done, they be-
gan to say, “This is indeed the prophet who 
is to come into the world.” 
  15When Jesus realized that they were 
about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, he withdrew again to the 
mountain by himself. 
 
  16When evening came, his disciples went 
down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and start-
ed across the sea to Capernaum. It was now 
dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 
18The sea became rough because a strong 
wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 
walking on the sea and coming near the 
boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said 
to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 21Then 
they wanted to take him into the boat, and 
immediately the boat reached the land to-
ward which they were going. 

Gospel  John 6:1-21 
 
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true 
character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be 
brought under human control  



4 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

July 25, 2021 

LECTIONARY 17 

A Feast of Grace 

Five loaves of bread. Two fish. Thousands of hungry people. Baskets and baskets of 
leftovers. Today’s gospel is a story of startling juxtaposition and miraculous transfor-
mation. 

It is a story in which God comes in the way God always does—in ordinary elements and 
imperfect circumstances. Jesus gathers up perceived scarcity, holds questions and fears 
of inadequacy, and turns meager offerings into a feast of grace for all. And there is 
enough—enough for everyone to have as much as they could ever want, with plenty to 
spare. It’s a feast that meets physical needs and nourishes physical bodies, and through 
the mystery of faith also unites the feasters with God and one another. 

As we hear these words from John, we too are invited to this ordinary and holy feast. 
It’s a feast that crosses time and space to welcome us in and to send us out. We too get 
to rejoice in the transformation that happens when we show up to worship, with hands 
open to receive and a deep hunger for new life. 

We recognize our hunger in confession and prayer. We feast on the promises of God’s 
word. We taste God’s abundance at the communion table. We are drenched in God’s 
generous love in the waters of baptism. We are joined with the other perfectly ordinary 
and holy banquetgoers as we raise our voices together in song. And we extend this exu-
berant lovingkindness to the world when we go forth from worship, filled with hope and 
prepared for service in Christ’s name. 

With Christ as the host, there is forever enough food for all. Christ’s table is one brim-
ming with grace. All of us are invited, just as we are, with whatever meager offerings 
we have. For we can trust that in Christ, it is more than enough. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Upcoming Commemorations 

 

James, Apostle 

Sunday, July 25, 2021 

James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their 
call from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is 
the only one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George Frederick 
Handel, died 1759; musicians 

Wednesday, July 28, 2021 

These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. 
Schütz was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 
300 cantatas along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called 
the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great 
work, Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Notes and announcements 

• Re-Opening Progress: You are welcome to worship in person in the sanctuary and you do 
not need to RSVP. We are still wearing masks during worship. We are welcome to socialize 
outside following worship. 

• Assisting Minister and Live Streaming Volunteers Needed: Training is available for both 
of these tasks that are so important to our worship life.  Please contact Pastor Clark if you 
would be able to serve at (831) 375-2042 or email pastorclark@sttim.org. 

• Great Beginnings Kindergarten is now using the social hall Monday through Friday, 8 
AM—5 PM. Access to the social hall and lower parking lot is limited to when the school is 
not in session. 

• Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Wednesday 2 PM 
Bible Study and the Pastors’ Forum on Sunday at 11:15 AM, all on Zoom and/or in 
person. Email pastorclark@sttim.org for more information. 

• Online Worship and Social Hour: All Sunday services including bulletins are online on 
sttim.org. Information for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you 
want to be on our email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor Clark at 
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please 
contact Ida Barber. 

• Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 
375-1043. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org. 

• Volunteer to help Thomas Carman Food Pantry and provide food for needy households 
and individuals. YOU CAN HELP! Sign up to volunteer on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 3-6 pm, and the 5th Saturday (July 31st) from 8-11 am loading and passing out bags at 
the Epiphany Lutheran and Episcopal Church at the corner of Carmel and California 
Avenues in the City of Marina. Address: 425 Carmel Ave, Marina CA. Contact Debby 
Love-Sudduth at 408-499-4984 or email Rd-sudd@comcast.net.  

mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Prayer Concerns 
 
Please remember in your prayers: 
Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 
Stacey Himenes is cancer free.  Thank you for your prayers.. 
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother of Lucille Pires, undergoing 
chemotherapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
 

Healthcare workers and essential workers on the front line of the pandemic. 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the 
world. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 

Aaron Grieg 
Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 

Linda Henderson 
Beverly Schneideman 
Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark 

Musician—Desma Johnson 

Cantor—Jon Gedes 

Assisting Minister—Ida Barber 

Audio—Jim Helgason 

Streaming Video—Jody Emerson 

To celebrate her birthday, Dee Holland has given flowers on 
the Altar today to honor her family and the Christian  

heritage given to them through Dagny Holland 

The beautiful artwork that graces our Narthex is the work of  

Amanda Menefee, July’s Artist of the Month.  Please enjoy her art as you leave and pick 

up a copy of her “story” so you may learn about her. 


