
Newsletter - 25 July 2021 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place the it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively 
send an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has 
been saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. If you are a 
visitor, please grab a free barista made coffee (available most mornings). We would love to meet 
you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents with 
infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service for 
high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children, and we 
have a crèche for ages 1-5 at the end of the main hallway. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

WELCOME 

LOVING THE OUTSIDER 

Matthew 28:16-20, Colossians 4:2-6  

THE GREAT COMMISSION 
16 The eleven disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed them. 17 
When they saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted. 18 Jesus came near and said to them,“All 
authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” -- Matthew 28:16-20 (CSB) 

 
SPEAKING TO GOD AND OTHERS 
2 Devote yourselves to prayer; stay alert in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us 
that God may open a door to us for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains, 4 so that I may make it known as I should. 5 Act wisely toward outsiders, making the most 
of the time. 6 Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how 
you should answer each person. -- Colossians 4:2-6 (CSB) 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

SERMON NOTES 

1. Why do you think people are sometimes reluctant to bring friends or family with them to church? 
2. What experiences have you had in bringing non-Christians to church? 
3. Who in your group or in your church was converted through an invitation to church? 
4. What stops you from inviting unbelievers to church? 
5. What would you change about your church meeting and environment to make it more accessible and       
friendly for outsiders? 
6. Who could you talk with about these changes in a helpful way (without grumbling and complaining)? 
Read Colossians 4:3-6. What are some wise ways of inviting people to church? 



 DIARY 
WHAT’S HAPPENING  

Sunday 25 July 
10:00 am  Worship Service (Online) 

4.00 pm Zoom for Youth (Online) 
Thursday 29 July  

10:00 am—11:30 am Cancelled for this  week due to lockdown. 
(refer Wendy Harrison for further information) 

GIVING 

In our church we have 2 offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this con-
gregation. The second offering goes toward various ministry organisations we support. If you would like 
to support this work you can do so in a few different ways:  
In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 
Bank Transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356.              For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 
Via Church App: Online or via our church app: https://wpcrc.org.au/give  

Pauline Faber 17 July 

Isaac Organtzoglou 20 July 

Lize Szarek 22 July 
Tabitha Remminga 28 July 

Christel Weston 29 July 

Suzanne Theron 30 July 

Lynette Dyer 31 July 

Jack  Organtzoglou 1 August 

Neil Bester 8 August 

   



As required by Victoria Health we need to keep a 
record of who has been attending the church ser-
vice. We have set up a QR code that you can scan 
when you arrive at church on which your basic 
information will be captured securely onto a form 
in Elvanto.  

We will only use or disclose your check-in infor-
mation for coronavirus (COVID-19) contact trac-
ing.  Your data will then be deleted after 28 days. 
Your details won't be used for marketing or other 
purposes. 

We will also have some volunteers with iPads to assist people who are unable to check in using their 
phones. It may take a bit of time to get everyone through the process so please try to be a bit earlier at 
church than what you would normally be. 

On Monday the 3rd of May, I received a couple of calls regarding a 
request for help from a local mission. 
 
The Dining Room Mission or TDR Mission, 
(www.tdrmission.org.au,) is a local community meal service provid-
ing food to homeless people and to struggling families. They run 
every Tuesday evening from 5:30 -7:00 and are located in the back 
hall of the St John the Divine Anglican Church, Toorak Avenue, 
Croydon. They have been running this service since 2005. 

 Mike and I visited TDR Mission on Tuesday the 4th of May. We 
spoke to Jack Merx. He indicated that what he was looking for was 
a team of people from our congregation to prepare two course 
meals (main meal and dessert)  for approximately 60 people,  once a month. We would need to make 
simple meals that could be heated or reheated on the fourth Tuesday night of every month, and the 
meals would be packaged and served hot to whomever comes in. Because of Covid at the moment there 
is not the opportunity to sit down in the hall to eat the meals, the people that came in took enough for 
themselves and their families and ate them at home or in their cars etc. 
 
The Deacons and I would love to hear from you and gauge whether we can get enough commitment 
from the congregation to join the TDR Mission. 
For us, this will be a very practical way of service in our local community. It is also a form of equipping us 
to step out in faith and proclaim Christ. 
 
I sincerely look forward to hearing from you all. My email is vanveen.joyce@gmail.com and my phone 
number is 0409199840. 

Yours in Christs name 
 
Joy van Veen 
on behalf of the WPCRC Diaconate. 



The Newsletter team is looking for another volunteer!   

Unfortunately one of our team members is unable to continue as part of the team and we are 
looking for a replacement.  Full training will be given and you don’t need to be a computer wizz 
to join.  You  will only be rostered on for two weeks out of six and we are flexible to change ros-
ters around your other commitments.  For more information, please email the newsletter team 



 "Prayer is the place of refuge for every worry, a foundation for cheerfulness, a source of constant happi-
ness, a protection against sadness." - St John of Chrysostom 
  
As we go into the coming week let us daily pray; 
                That we will never cease to be amazed at the goodness of God even when things get very hard for 
us. 
  
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. (Psalm 
100:5 NRSV) 
  
Give praise and thanks to God our heavenly Father for his consistent goodness to us even when we’re not 
all that good to him. 
  
Please remember Gerry and Gina Herft as Gerry’s father passed away recently, pray that the Lord will com-
fort them and their wider family during this time of mourning. 
  
Please pray for Suzanne and Phillip Nel, pray that the Lord will grant Phillip patience and wisdom in the de-
cisions he makes regarding Suzanne. 
  
Please pray for those in our congregation who find it difficult to come to services when restrictions are 
eased, Michael van Veen, Johann and Hanna van der Walt, Ina de Graaf, Eveline van Dortland as well as 
others. 
  
Pray for our church that the Lord will work mightily among us and through us so that we will be a weapon 
in his hands to enlarge his kingdom here on earth. 
  
Pray for our nation that we will come to realise that God promises to heal our nation if only we will ac-
knowledge him, worship him, seek his forgiveness for our sins and walk in his ways. 
  
Please pray for our brothers and sisters suffering due to persecution. ‘There’s no way back for us’, Pastor of 
congregation that fled China says. ‘Suffering is part of God's plan!’ 
Two years after fleeing severe persecution in China, 60 members of a house church, including 30 children, 
have been living in a small, rented house on an island off the southern tip of South Korea with little or no 
hope of returning to their homeland or getting asylum in the East Asian country. The Chinese Christians, 
who are from the Shenzhen Holy Reformed Church in China’s southern city of Shenzhen, and is considered 
illegal in China, fled to South Korea’s Jeju island in the northern autumn (sic) of 2019 and have been strug-
gling to earn a living while trying their best to meet the requirements of the asylum process, The Wall 
Street Journal reports. 
South Korea reviewed about 12,000 refugee applications last year, but only 0.4% of them got approved, 
according to a refugee-rights center in Seoul, called Nancen. Pan Yongguang, the pastor of the house 
church, which was founded in 2012, is a 43-year-old former doctor and told the Journal that the families 
from his church would like to resettle in the United States. Last month, he spoke to an American diplomat. 
Pan, who was trained by pastors from a U.S.-based Reformed Presbyterian church, had been detained and 
questioned by authorities in China. A couple of church members who returned to China also faced retribu-
tion. Their homes were raided and their movements restricted. Most of the 60 church members in South 
Korea are surviving by doing menial jobs. Some wanted to go back to China but Beijing had tightly secured 
its borders due to COVID-19. 
According to reports, religious persecution in China intensified in 2020, with thousands of Christians af-
fected by church closures and other human rights abuses. The Christian fami-
lies from Pan’s church also suspect that Chinese authorities are trying to find  

PRAYER POINTS 

Continued on next page... 



NEXT CHURCH PRAYER MEETING— Tuesday the 27th of July at 
7.30pm via zoom. 
   
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5625807703 
 
For more information please contact Herman Linde 

SUMMARY OF LAST SESSION MEETING 
  

 
 Prior to the Session meeting, the pastoral care team met to talk through catching up with people, 

especially those who are not in a Growth Group. 
 The names of members of the pastoral care team and Growth Group leaders are now included in 

the weekly newsletter so that people can contact them. 
 Tim outlined arrangements for finishing up at Wonga Park, prior to his vicariate in Perth. 
 Tim also led discussion about the upcoming (and now covid-postponed) round-table discussion 

about discipleship of children and youth within our church: discipleship as a church, in the home, 
and personally. 

 Plans for discussion of ministry to older youth are to be drafted by a team of several elders. 
 The 3 interns will continue their internship under Chris, following Tim’s departure. 
 Processes for communications between deacons and elders will be developed as the new struc-

tures settle into place over the next few months. 
 The annual financial statements are being prepared.  A full audit will be conducted this year.  (This 

is done every 3 years and a more limited review is done on other years, all in accordance with gov-
ernment requirements for incorporated bodies.) 

 The budget for the new financial year will be formulated starting this month. 
 Session briefly reviewed how well it worked for the worship services to have the children’s talk 

linked with the Sunday School lesson, rather than to the sermon as was the case last year.  It was 
agreed that the new arrangement works very well.  Parents become familiar with what the chil-
dren are being taught in Sunday School, it’s positive for the children and it’s not a problem for the 
worship service overall.  The children’s talks have been excellent in general recently too. 

 Jack Organtzoglou has been an elder for 3 years and will be finishing up shortly.  An election will be 
arranged soon. 

   
  
Peter Williams 

their whereabouts, as they have received some alarming phone calls. 
Pastor Pan tells the members of his church that their suffering is part of God’s plan, and, “There’s no way 
back for us.” Under the direction of President Xi Jinping, CCP officials are enforcing strict controls on religion, 
according to a report released in March by the U.S.-based persecution watchdog China Aid. Christians in 
both official, state-run churches and house churches were ordered to fly the Chinese flag and sing patriotic 
songs in services, it said. 
China is ranked as one of the worst countries in the world when it comes to the persecution of Christians, 
according to Open Doors USA’s World Watch List. The communist regime’s crackdown on religious freedom 
has also led the U.S. State Department to label it as a “country of particular concern” for “continuing to en-
gage in particularly severe violations of religious freedom.” In an earlier interview with The Christian Post, 
the then-U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said it was “certainly the case that the Chinese Communist 
Party [engages in] efforts to stamp out religious freedom every place that they find.” 

Written by Anugrah Kumar, Christian Post Contributor, 7 June 2021. 



Our Sunday School program is flourishing, 
and we’d love others in the congregation  

to be a part of it. 
 

Who are we looking for? 
Anyone!  The kids learn in many different 
ways and what is very clear is that they 

benefit from having a variety of role-
models who all have the same beliefs and 

all teach them the same message! 

 
What is the time commitment? 

A typical commitment is for a period of 2 consecutive weeks at a time.  At the start of each Term, 
you choose which 2-week block you would like to help out with, and then you prepare ONE 
lesson only, which you will deliver once to the older kids in the first week and again to the 

younger kids the next week.  You can also sign up for 2 x 2 weeks per term too! 

How do I know what and how to teach? 
There is generally a specific theme/story for each term.  The main resource we use is excellent in 

telling you what the story is about, what message to teach the kids, and even give you lots of 
ideas on how to deliver the message in a fun and creative way.  You can use any method you like 
and we have a reasonable budget to purchase what you need. Over the last few years we’ve had 
arts and crafts, games, drama, music, movies, science, magic shows, cooking and LEGO, just to 

name a few. 

What else do I need to do? 
You will need a working with children check and complete the "Childsafe” course for volunteers. 

Great, I’m interested – after all, 2 weeks is not a huge commitment, and kids are awesome!!!! 

Please speak to/text/email Nicky.  0439 084 987 or nicheyer@yahoo.co.uk  

BUDGET UPDATE 
Funds in: March was a better month in terms of offerings and 
funds received into our church bank account. 
Expenses: Payments for the month were much higher than budget, 
primarily due to some arrears CRC Australia ministry share contri-
butions that were brought up to date.  The year-to-date expenses 
as reported is now reasonably accurate and mostly in line with 
budget. 
Shortfall: Our year-to-date cash shortfall is about $25k, marginally 
better than budget.  This means y.t.d. we have drawn down on or 
depleted our cash resources to the amount of about $25,000. . 



From July 19th 
for one week only (Finishes Sunday 25th July) 

 
Against the Tide is the incredible story of one man’s daring stand against the tide of con-
temporary atheism and its drive to relegate belief in God to society’s catalogue of dead 
ideas. 
  
Join the conversation between Dr. John Lennox—esteemed Oxford professor, mathemati-
cian, and philosopher of science—and veteran Hollywood actor and director Kevin Sorbo 
as they journey from Oxford to Jerusalem and explore the evidence on which Lennox’s 
Christian faith stands firm. 
  

IN AN AGE OF SKEPTICISM, WHAT IS TRUTH? 
 

HOW IT WORKS 
 
 Click on book now and choose the day and time of your screening 
     by going to link https://screeningroom.againstthetidefilm.com.au/ 
 One ticket per household 
 Test your device for viewing and casting options 
 This premium event includes an exclusive 30min interview (at the end of the film) with  
     Dr John Lennox 
 Run time is 1hr 50mins plus interview 
 This film is exempt from classification due to its religious documentary content 
 



 Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Tim Gray 

timothygray000@gmail.com 
0448 660 291 

  
Wednesday Nights (Online) 

Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
  

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Sunday afternoons (Afrikaans in person) 
Contact: Lourens Geldenhuys 

insightabs@bigpond.com 
0409 990 398 

  
Monday Nights (currently online) 

Contact Peter Williams 
pw4@live.com.au 

0431 500 006 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 
  

Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Lynette Pretorius 

pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 
0423 889 912 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Peter Williams  
0431 500 006 

 

Lourens Geldenhuys 
0409 990 398 

 

Jack Organtzoglou  
0403 377 559 

 

Martin Van der Merwe 
0458 908 148  

 

Harry Berends 
0421 302 418  

 

Neil Bester 
0429 569 149 

Kasha Schubert  
0450 012 177 

 

Lynette Pretorius 
0423 889 912 

 

Michelle Organtzoglou  
0488 777 517 

 

Joy Van Veen 
0409 199 840 

 

Ina Du Plessis 
0425 833 596 



CONNECT WITH US 

 
 

Newsletter Editors 
newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 
0450 211 133 

Neil Bester 
0429 569 149 

Gina Herft 
0411 694 316  

 
Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 
treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 
 

Child Safe Coordinator 
Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

 

Prayer Ministry 
prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 
0411 069 808 

 
Music Ministry 
Mia Van Wyk 
0420 817 800 

 
Sunday School Coordinator 

Nicky Bester 
0439 084 987 

 
Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 
0499 230 872 

 
Crèche ministry 

Abigail Remminga 
0497 370 820 

 
GEMS  

(primary aged girls group) 
Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

Kids Hope Coordinator 
Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 
 

CAP Money Course 
Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 
 

Pastor 
Chris Pretorius 
0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 
 

Youth Pastor 
Tim Gray 

0448 660 291 
youth@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Chairman and Worship Services 
Peter Williams  
0431 500 006 

 

Finance 
Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 
 

Growth Groups 
Jack Organtzoglou  

0403 377 559 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 
0458 908 148  

 

Harry Berends 
0421 302 418  

 

Neil Bester 
0429 569 149 

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 
0409 199 840 

 
Sandra Stork 
0418 592 206  

 
Lizet Kritzinger  
0405 762 190  

 
Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  
 
 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 
offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  
Administrator  

Currently vacant 
clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 


