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Scriptures: 
Psalm 47: 1-6 
Luke 24: 44-53 

Heads in the Clouds 

When I think about the message of Ascension Sunday I think about communities 
like Squamish United Church that have recognized the need to adapt when the 
world around them has drastically changed. It is never easy but moving with the 
spirit into new life is critical. A life changing world is exactly what the disciples 
are facing in our scriptures today. And although the disciples may not think they 
have the tools Jesus reminds them that they do. Jesus in fact has spent his life 
preparing them for the next phase of their journey in life and faith and the last 40 
days since the resurrection has been all about future life action.   

That is why even though there isn’t a whole lot of certainty there is still praise.  I 
love that. Did you notice that? As Jesus prepares to leave the disciples, he opens 
their minds and he blesses them. And because of that blessing after he ascends they 
return to Jerusalem with great joy and a desire for continually worshiping and 
blessing God in the temple.  

Imagine that transition. Imagine being in a time when you have just lost your 
leader or your direction you know things will never be the same but you praise 
anyway.  
Thats what happens when the “eyes of OUR hearts are enlightened” as Ephesians 
puts it. When our hearts are open we know the hope that we have been called to. 
As we wait for the Spirit with hope, we celebrate with abandon because we have 
no other way to live but the way of abundant life that Jesus has taught us. We know 
that the spirit of hope has been given us by the One who reigns with love and 
justice. 

Living in the spirit changes us: it transforms us and brings us to life, awakens our 
senses. Imagine the dreams and the heartbeat and the life stirring in Jesus and his 
disciples as he readied them for this next chapter of ministry. 

Jesus had dreams and he shared those dreams with his followers. Dreams of a 
better world and a better life for those in his community. You see, even in houses of 



worship in Jesus day, some people thought they were better than others. They 
called some people “unclean” and didn’t include women in their community in the 
same way they included men. But Jesus had a dream!  We know this because he 
reached out to include everyone, especially those who were being treated badly or 
excluded. He touched sick people and immigrants. He talked with, and made 
friends with women. All of those things were unheard of! But Jesus had a dream. 
He called it the “kingdom of God.” In the kingdom of God – in the dream of Jesus 
– neighbours would go out of their way to help others, especially those who were 
strangers or who were suffering in some way. If somebody was left out, Jesus 
showed us that we needed to reach out to them. Even though Jesus lived here on 
earth a long time ago, when he left, he said that we were to be his presence in the 
world. So today we take on his dream. 

You know where I’m going with this don’t you. You see after his Resurrection, 
Jesus spent 40 days with his disciples. And after those 40 days the disciples were 
starting to get a little restless. So they started asking questions. They wanted to 
know what the next step was. They were wondering when Jesus would restore the 
kingdom of Israel as God had always promised his people he would do. So, as 
Jesus prepares to ascend to heaven, he gives the disciples some direction. [Jesus] 
opened their mind to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 

As the disciples were waiting for Jesus to do something great, he pointed right 
back to them and told them it was their turn. He said, “You are witnesses.” And 
today you and I are to be God’s witnesses. The promise of the Holy Spirit, the 
“power from on high” as Jesus calls it, is a promise for you and your community 
weather you are in Salmon Arm or Squamish, or wherever you are in the world you 
are a witness to the presence of the spirit that calls us to new life. I know you are a 
witness to this new life and opportunity. I know you have seen it, sometimes we 
forget we have seen it but if you pause and look around you, take note of what has 
come to you and your community and you will see it.  

Clair Sauer puts it like this. “Just when the disciples were busying themselves with 
wonder about what would happen next, just when it would have been so easy for 
them to get distracted by all that was going on around them, just when they could 
have spent the next several hours with their heads in the clouds wondering where 
exactly Jesus disappeared to, Jesus’ words bring them, and us, back down to earth 
again! “Get your head out of the clouds! You’ve got work to do!” The terrible 



temptation that disciples of Jesus face is that it is so easy to get lazy thinking that 
Christ will sort everything out when he returns. We even go to great lengths 
predicting when exactly Christ will return, perhaps so we don’t have to do any 
“real” work!”  1

We all know this temptation. The temptation to wait in a time of confusion and 
expect someone else to do the work. Fortunately God didn’t leave us alone because 
we probably would just sit down and look up waiting for the answer (at least we 
would be very tempted to) but we have the gift of the power and the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit living inside us, Jesus promised that. 

Jesus gave an outline of the Holy Spirit’s work in Luke Chapter 4 when Jesus read 
from the scroll: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
me. He has sent me to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the 
prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” And here, at the end of Luke’s Gospel, 
Jesus promises that same Spirit of God to come upon us! Jesus is no longer 
physically here to heal the sick and to feed the hungry, so the mission of Jesus now 
falls to the disciples. Jesus tells his disciples, immediately before he is “lifted up”, 
that it is their job to take his message global—“to the ends of the earth.” We know 
that message and we have tried to follow it - often faithfully but it is really hard 
right now to share the message of love isn’t it? A year ago we thought we were 
beginning to hear anew how to carry out the mission but today in the midst of a 
global pandemic, is that still possible, are we still called to action?  

Sure, we have some hope that things will change soon but we have been holding 
that hope for over a year now and so I know that for a few of us that hope is 
running dry because we have forgotten what we have. I wonder like the disciples 
are we tempted once again to sit down and look up wondering when God is going 
to swoop down and fix this thing? Have we got our heads back in the clouds 
hoping someone will bring a solution, bring salvation, bring the kingdom back? 
Whose going to do that? How’s that going to happen?  Covid 19 in fact has 
tempted all of us to shut down and give up and although I am amongst those who 
will tell you that right now is not the time to make a new community business plan. 
I also believe there is no better time than now to live the love and justice and Grace 
of God out to all the ends of the earth because oh how we need it.  
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Just like that first moment when the disciples were faced with worry and fear that 
the story, life and legacy of Jesus was over that death had won that injustice had 
overtaken the world. We too might wonder if this is the end if indeed disease and 
heartache, injustice, racism and hatred are winning. And although we have 
moments of hope they are more fleeting every day. I have had a few conversations 
in the last weeks with people saying with fear in their eyes “I’m loosing my faith. I 
don’t know how to do this anymore,” and my heart aches with each one of them 
because I understand, I too find it challenging to be so separated from community 
and so I find myself encouraging people to honest with themselves and with God. I 
find myself reminding them and myself that we are not alone even though it really 
feels like it right now. God’s dream for a better world hasn’t died, the spirit is still 
with us. 

I think it’s especially hard for communities of faith that have been pivoting long 
before the pandemic. We already knew that being disciples and followers of Jesus 
in 2020 was something very different than it had been for generations before. And 
so once again we are called to listen to the spirit to look to our story of faith and 
remember first and foremost that we carry the good news of our faith that indeed 
we have been shown over and over that when we live out the faith we rediscover 
love and justice, hope and possibility are actually still here within us and we can 
still share it with one another and as we share it with one another it will spill out 
beyond us into all the ends of the earth.  

Be encouraged you are not alone, God’s spirit is still with you. Love is still present, 
possibility is still abundant, don’t forget your dreams, and God’s dreams for you. 
Love one another, your neighbour and your friends to all the ends of the earth and 
flourish in the Spirit of abundance that God has given you even now.  

 Amen. 


