
 
 
 
 
 
 

What gets your name written in the best-selling book in all history?  CHARACTER 
 
 

AN OUTLINE OF ACTS 

Acts 1:8 (NASB) “… but you [apostles] will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 

Acts 1-7 – Describes the church being established at Jerusalem.   

Acts 8-12 - The Holy Spirit uses persecution to push the believers beyond the secure walls of Jerusalem into the 
surrounding region.   

Acts 13-28 - The first “missionaries” are commissioned and sent off to extend the message of Jesus to the ends 
of the earth! 
 
 
 
Matthew 7:16 (NASB) "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, 

are they?  17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, 

nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.  19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  20 

So then, you will know them by their fruits.” 

 
Galatians 5:22 (NASB) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 

self-control; against such things there is no law. 

 
 
 

THE ATTRIBUTES OF CHARACTER. 

Acts 6:2 (NASB) So the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable for us to neglect 

the word of God in order to serve tables.  3 Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full 

of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task.  4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the 

ministry of the word."  5 The statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of 

faith and of the Holy Spirit … 8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the 

people.  

1.  Controlled by the HOLY SPIRIT 
 
Ephesians 5:18 (NASB) And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to 

one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 always 

giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 21 and be subject to one another 

in the fear of Christ.  

 
 
2.  Controlled by WISDOM. 
 
 
Proverbs 26:18 (NCV) Like a madman shooting deadly, burning arrows 19 is the one who tricks a neighbor and then says, 

"I was just joking." 
 
 
3.  Controlled by FAITH. 
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4.  Controlled by GRACE. 
 
 
Luke 7:36 (NIV) Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so He went to the Pharisee's house and 

reclined at the table.  37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's 

house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38 and as she stood behind Him at His feet weeping, she began to wet His 

feet with her tears.  Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.  39 When the Pharisee 

who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, He would know who is touching Him and 

what kind of woman she is - that she is a sinner."   40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you."  "Tell me, 

teacher," he said.  41 "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender.  One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty.  42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.  Now which of them will love him 

more?"  43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled."  "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 
44 Then He turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman?  I came into your house.  You did not 

give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 You did not give me a 

kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet.  46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has 

poured perfume on my feet.  47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven - for she loved much.  But he who has 

been forgiven little loves little."  48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."  
 
 
5.  Controlled by God’s POWER. 
 
 
John 15:5 (NIV) “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart 

from Me you can do nothing.” 

 
 

THE ACTIONS OF CHARACTER 

1.  Involvement in MINISTRY. 

Acts 6:3 (NASB) "Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 

whom we may put in charge of this task.  4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."  5 The 

statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit…” 

 
 
Acts 6:7 (NASB) The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in 

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.  

 
 
Acts 6:8 (NASB) And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.   

 

 

 

2.  Involvement in DIALOGUE. 

Acts 6:9 (NASB) But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and 

Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen.  10 But they were unable to cope with the 

wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.  

 
 
 
 
1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, 

so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  

 
 
 



3.  Involvement in CONTROVERSY. 

Acts 6:11 (NASB) Then they secretly induced men to say, "We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses 

and against God."  12 And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and they came up to him and dragged him 

away and brought him before the Council.  13They put forward false witnesses who said, "This man incessantly speaks 

against this holy place and the Law; 14 for we have heard him say that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter 

the customs which Moses handed down to us."  

 
 
 
 

THE AFFIRMATIONS OF CHARACTER. 

Acts 6:15 (NASB) And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel.  

 
 
 
Exodus 34:29 (ESV) When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he 

came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God.  
30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near 

him.  

 
 

THE CHALLENGE OF CHARACTER 

Colossians 3:12 (NASB) So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint 

against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect 

bond of unity.  15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  
16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 

Let’s list these out: 
1. Compassion 
2. Kindness 
3. Humility 
4. Gentleness 
5. Patience 
6. Bearing with another 
7. Forgiving another 
8. Loving/Delighting in another 
9. God’s Peace ruling in our hearts 
10. Thanksgiving 
11. God’s Word dwelling inside 

 
 

SERMON-BASED BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS 

Getting Started 

1. Are you a “rock-the-boat” type of person or more “peace-at-any-price” individual?  Explain. 
2. What concept or idea really attracted your attention last Sunday? 

 

Digging Deeper 

1. Read Acts 6:2-8.  What are some words or phrases Luke uses to describe Stephan?  What do they tell you 
about this man? 



2. Which actions of character in the life of Stephen do you admire most (involvement in ministry, involvement 
in dialogue, and involvement in controversy)?  Why? 

3. Which actions of character from the life of Stephen do you find especially difficult?  Why? 
4. Read Exodus 34.  Why was it hard for the people to “draw near” to Moses? 
5. Look at the list again from Colossians 3:12-17 and identify all the character qualities that are described in 

one who follows Jesus.  Which ones seem tough to understand or to practice?  Why? 

Moving Forward 

1. Who would you describe as a man or woman of character?  Why? 
2. What one aspect of your character are you going to work on this week?  Why?  How are you going to go 

about it? 

 


