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Theme:  Love flows freely when you let it. 
 
Text:  1 Peter 4:9 
 
Here’s a thought:  DeWitt Wallace concluded, "The dead take to the grave, 
clutched in their hands, only what they have given away." 
 
Craig Kraft writes (https://outreach.ca/Blog/Blog-
Detail/ArticleId/731/Hospitality-in-the-Early-Church): 

There are several observable ways in which hospitality contributed to the 
birth and health of the early church.  A survey of the book of Acts and 
the epistles provides insights into the role of hospitality in early 
Christianity. 
 
Early missionaries and church planters, like Paul and Peter, were 
welcomed as guests into people’s homes (Acts 21:1-16).  People’s homes 
were places of ministry and provided ministry hubs for missionaries and 
evangelists to be able to reach out to new communities (Acts 28:30).  
Hospitality toward strangers provided a practical provision for the 
advance of the Gospel. 
 
The early church met in people’s homes.  This was a demonstration of 
hospitality that extended to outsiders.  People opened their homes as 
places of prayer, worship and discipleship.  The Christian church was 
born in this intimate setting of love and openness to others (Acts 2:46, 
12:12, 16:3-5, Colossians 4:15, Philemon 1-2). 
 
Personal hospitality toward strangers provided opportunities for the 
gospel to be displayed and shared with people outside of the faith (1 
Corinthians 16:19, Acts 18:24-28). 
 
Consider that Roman Emperor Flavius Claudius Iulianus [known as 
Julian the Apostate because he rejected Christianity], in 361-363, 
referred to Christian charity as a model for the Roman philanthropic 
system.  “These impious Galileans [Christians] not only feed their own 
poor, but ours also; welcoming them into their agape, they attract them, 
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as children are attracted, with cakes.”  Julian further confirms the 
practice of Christian hospitality. 
 
Whilst the pagan priests neglect the poor, the hated Galileans devote 
themselves to works of charity, and by a display of false compassion have 
established and given effect to their pernicious [wicked] errors.  See their 
love-feasts, and their tables spread for the indigent [poor].  Such practice 
is common among them, and causes a contempt for our gods. 

 
Faith based hospitality was slowly replaced by institutional hospitality in 
the 4th Century with the advent of state funded hostels and hospitals to 
care for the needy.  Amy Oden traced the development of an 
institutionalized approach toward hospitality, which ultimately leads to a 
dereliction of personal hospitality.  This continues to be the case 
throughout much of the western world today. 

 
Such openness is all too rare these days!  However, the words of the Apostle 
Peter still direct us in 1 Peter 4:9:  "Offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling." NIV 
 
The term "hospitality" used in the Bible means "love of the stranger or alien."  
Hospitality is one of the primary means for us to demonstrate love to others. 
 
When you first hear this, you might think, "Oh, I better start having people 
over to my house."  This would be one result of what Peter is driving at here, 
but it goes much deeper than this.  It begins with becoming open people. 
 
An open person has an: 

Open Mind 
 

 
 
The Bible has some advice for those who would be wise.  Openness and 
willingness to listen are essential if you are to be wise.  Solomon spent a lot of 
time watching foolish and wise people.  In Proverbs 18:2 he observes: 
 A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in airing his own 

opinions. NIV 
 
Having an open mind means you associate with people who are unlike you.  
Molly Marshall explains (in "The Other Side", Nov./Dec. 1996, page 57): 
 When we envision the church as an idealized family, we are not very 



 

capable of welcoming the stranger.  When family is the only metaphor we 
use, people with whom we cannot achieve intimacy, or with whom we do 
not want to be intimate, are squeezed out.  Since intimacy often depends 
on social and economic similarities, the church then becomes a place of 
retreat rather than true hospitality.  Such a church does everything in its 
power to eliminate the strange and cultivate the familiar.  Such a church 
can neither welcome the stranger nor allow the stranger in each of us to 
emerge. 

 
Those who boast about having an open mind often have an open mouth to 
match.  James 1:19 summarizes one of the most challenging pursuits in life: 
 My dear brothers, take note of this:  Everyone should be quick to listen, 

slow to speak and slow to become angry ... NIV 
 
Opening your mind begins with opening your ears.  Your ears and mouth 
cannot be open at the same time.  You can become a good listener as you: 

• Hear the feeling behind the words.  Express empathy for the other's feelings. 

• Reflect on what you've heard and check out the accuracy of the meanings 
you pick up.  Summarize what you understand back to the speaker. 

• Stop pushing your agenda - a hard one for a follower of Jesus who is 
constantly on the outlook for ways to witness. 

• Know your limits - don't be a listening sponge.  You get to talk too. 

• Work at it.  We are all naturally self-centred people so it takes practice and 
discipline to put another's needs first. 

 
Would your friends and family say you are a good listener?  Would they say 
that you have an open mind? 
 
An open person has an: 
Open Mind 

Open Heart 
 

 
 
The love which Peter speaks of in our text is outward-looking and leads to 
readiness in giving to the needs of others – including those we don’t know and 
don’t like.  Peter points out that giving is possible only because we have already 
received gifts from God.  We as believers should remember we are in debt to 
God for all that we have, so the care of others comes from a debt of gratitude. 
 
I have wondered, "Does being loving and open-hearted mean that I should trust 



 

everyone and be transparent with them?"  I found the answer in John 2:23-25: 
 23 Now while he [Jesus] was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many 

people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name. 
24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. 25 
He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a 
man. NIV 

 
Jesus did not trust everyone, even though He was love personified.  Where 
there is no reason to trust and be open-hearted, there should be discretion and 
wisdom. 
 
Is it possible to be too transparent, too open?  The speaker in a marriage 
seminar who had told her group about the importance of honesty in 
relationships received an angry call from a woman who claimed the seminar 
had ruined her marriage.  "When we got home, I told my husband that in 27 
years of marriage I've never liked sex, and he walked out."  Transparency isn't 
necessarily honesty, because our feelings can change quickly.  An honest 
response one minute may not represent truly honest feelings the next.  
Transparency can be the enemy of intimacy.  Many negative thoughts and 
feelings are best left unmentioned.  Often transparency is not kind.  As you 
seek to build depth and intimacy in communication, you also need wisdom and 
discretion. 
 
Tact is the ability to make your guests feel at home when you wish they were. 
 
To be open-hearted is to be free to trust people when it is appropriate to do so.  
A closed-hearted person withdraws and avoids being open with others because 
he or she has been hurt and harbours unforgiveness. 
 
Solomon paints a graphic word picture in Proverbs 18:19: 
 An offended brother is more unyielding than a fortified city, and disputes 

are like the barred gates of a citadel. NIV 
 
Have you ever vowed not to trust people again?  Such a vow will strangle your 
soul.  Such a vow leads you down the path to loneliness.  Opening your heart 
begins with surgery if your heart needs it.  Let the Holy Spirit bring healing to 
your heart where there are hurts. 
 
The church is one setting where people expect to find vital relationships to 
meet their social as well as their spiritual needs.  Here are some strategies for 
developing closer relationships in the church: 
• Seek out others who need friends.  Force yourself to greet people and make 

conversation during the few minutes before and after our meetings.  Rather 
than rushing in just on time or late, then rushing out when the meeting 
concludes, recognize the times before and after meetings as vitally important 
opportunities to connect with people one-on-one. 

• Just be yourself.  You're much more likely to develop close relationships by 



 

being open and honest than by putting on a facade or pretending you never 
have a messy house or any struggles. 

• Find a method that works for you.  One woman was uncomfortable 
approaching other women in her church so she began to invite someone over 
for coffee each week.  She felt less threatened in her own home and began 
several friendships. 

• Decide to learn how to be a good conversationalist.  Ask open-ended 
questions that invite people to tell you about themselves. 

• As you talk with people in the church be alert for common interests that can 
form the basis of friendship - hobbies, children who are the same ages, or 
similar experiences. 

• Working together on teams or service projects creates a spirit of camaraderie 
and strong bonds between coworkers. 

• Ask the Lord to give you a welcoming heart, to help you overcome your 
shyness. 

 
Are you known as a person who is easy to talk to?  Do you avoid getting to 
know new people?  Open your heart to people - it is worth the risk! 
 
An open person has an: 
Open Mind 
Open Heart 

Open Door 
 

 
 
When a guest was received in Palestine 2,000 years ago the host or hostess 
performed certain courtesies.  There was the kiss of welcome.  Water was 
provided to wash the dust from the feet, and oil to anoint the head.  The guests 
would recline at the meal and there was free access for the passer-by to join 
them. 
 
Persecution was already occurring in the New Testament time and led to the 
scattering of Christians from their homes.  Food and lodging became for many 
an urgent necessity.  There were also itinerant speakers, travelling from place 
to place preaching the gospel.  They received nothing from those who were not 
believers, so they were the responsibility of the Christians to host and provide 
for them.  Christians were warned by the apostles not to accommodate false 
teachers in their homes and thereby enable the deception to continue. 
 
In Hebrews 13:1-2 we are told: 



 

 1 Keep on loving each other as brothers. 2 Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without 
knowing it. NIV 

 
The ministry of welcoming others into our homes and lives remains a call we 
must not ignore.  "Cocooning" or isolating ourselves and our families for the 
sake of survival in an increasingly hostile and hectic world, may seem a logical 
approach these days, given the demands on a person's time and life. 
 
It was an exceptionally hot day, and they were having company for dinner.  
Mother asked five-year-old Jason to say the prayer before they ate. 
 
"But what should I say?" asked Jason. 
 
"Just say what you hear me say," replied his mother. 
 
Little Jason bowed his head and prayed, "Dear Lord, why did I ever invite 
people over on a hot day like this?" 
 
Why aren't we hospitable? 
• We are transient.  We change jobs and move to new cities, making it hard to 

build lasting friendships.  We can live in isolation.  When we travel, we don't 
stay with relatives but in a motel; we eat in restaurants and stay in our 
rooms at night with only the television or our mobiles devices. 

• We are independent.  We hate to depend on others and go to great lengths to 
be sure we don't have to bother them. 

• We are busy.  Both spouses may work, and after hours they drive the 
children to music lessons and hockey games.  When they come to a church 
meeting, they're still in a rush, both to arrive and to leave. 

 
All of these are factors, but the bottom line is that you and I are selfish; we 
don't want to be inconvenienced.  Hospitality means we must sacrifice our self-
absorption and develop a sensitivity to others. 
 
Break the cycle - commit yourself to hospitality, and prepare for guests.  If you 
buy a roast, get one big enough for more than just your household.  Take 
initiative by seeking out those who would benefit from your hospitality.  Be 
creative - invite someone for breakfast, go out for coffee, take someone to a 
sporting event or a concert.  A newcomer to Canada told me his teen-aged 
children are looking for friends, not just friendly people. 
 
DeWitt Wallace (1889-1981), creator and publisher of Reader’s Digest, 
concluded, "The dead take to the grave, clutched in their hands, only what they 
have given away." 
 
A hiker was thirsty for a drink, but could not find water until he came to an 
abandoned house.  There he found a pump and proceeded to pump with all the 



 

strength he had remaining.  No water came out.  Then he saw a small jug with 
a cork at the top and a pencilled note, directing that the water in the jug be 
poured into the pump to prime it.  At first, the thirsty man questioned this, but 
when he followed the directions, he obtained satisfying water.  Before going on 
his way, he filled the jug with water so the next thirsty person could secure a 
drink.  He added to the note, "Believe me, it really works.  You have to give it all 
away before you can get anything back." 
 
When was the last time you went out of your way to welcome someone into our 
community?  Into our church?  Into your home? 
 
An open person has an: 

Open Mind 
Open Heart 

Open Door 
 
Love flows freely when you let it. 
 

 
 


