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Can you remember the last time 
 someone said something 

or did something to hurt you? 
 
[just to be clear I’m not talking about physical/mental/sexual abuse 
 But people being uncaring and mean] 
 
Can you remember the last time 
 someone said something 

or did something to hurt you? 
 
Maybe they joked about your weight… 
 Maybe they criticized a decision… 
  Maybe they ‘borrowed’ something without asking… 
 
So how did you respond? 
 How did you respond? 
 
In the movie John Wick we meet the title character, 
 An orphan who had been raised by Russian mob  

to become a notorious hitman. 
 
After many years of violence 
 He retires from this old life, 
  And adopts a peaceful existence. 
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That is until someone makes the mistake 
 Of breaking into his home, stealing his vintage car, 
  And most egregiously,  
 
killing his dog… 
 a dog who was a gift 
  from his recently departed wife. 
 
This transgression draws Wick out of retirement 
 To unleash vengeance against those who had hurt him. 
 
Wick avenges his dog with 91 deaths. 
 Talk about over-kill. 
 
But what is more astounding than the body-count 

Is the success of this franchise. 
 
The first three films in this series have grossed over half a billion dollars. 

This summer a fourth is being filmed, 
  while a fifth is in development. 
 
It seems that many people like stories of revenge. 
  
I mean how did you respond 
 
When someone joked about your weight… 
 Or criticized a decision… 
  or ‘borrowed’ something without asking… 
 
My guess is that you said nothing 
 But silently stewed over the transgression, 
  Fantasizing about getting revenge. 
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And what happens when that person  
 Hurts you in the same way again and again? 
 
[again, I’m not talking about physical/mental/sexual abuse 
 But people being uncaring and mean] 
 
And what happens when that person  
 Hurts you in the same way again and again? 
 
This is when silence gives way to response. 
 Not that you would publicly confront them… 
  More of us are more apt to silently resist them 
   And engage in character assassination  
    Behind their back. 
 
Most people like taking revenge 
 On those who have hurt them. 
 
But how about those who have been called out as God’s holy ones. 
 How about those who have experienced God’s mercy, 
  How are we to respond? 
 
This is our second week looking at the same passage 
 From Paul’s letter to the church at Rome. 
 
Earlier in the letter Paul has explained 
 The human predicament and God’s gracious solution 
  Provided in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
In our present passage 
 Paul lays out the many ways 
  That those who have experienced God’s mercy can respond. 
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Last week we talked about our calling to feel ‘with’ others. 
 We are invited to rejoice with those who are celebrating, 
  And to shed tears with those who are mourning. 
 
As I mentioned last week this sort of empathy isn’t always intuitive. 
 It takes courage to stand alongside others 
  And embrace what they are feeling. 
 
But if last week’s challenge was hard, 
 This week’s is even more difficult. 
 
In verse 14 we are told: 

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.” 
 
What is stated here is further explained 
 Near the end of the passage: 
 
Don’t hit back… Don’t insist on getting even…  

“I’ll do the judging,” says God. “I’ll take care of it.” 
 
…if you see your enemy hungry, go buy that person lunch,  

or if he’s thirsty, get him a drink.  
Don’t let evil get the best of you;  

get the best of evil by doing good.”i 
 
What is seems clear is that we are not merely 
 to refrain from revenge: 
  keep quiet or walk away. 
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We are called to actively respond to evil with good: 
 We are to speak well to those who criticize us 
  And send care-packages  
   To those who steal from us. 
 
I don’t know about you, 
 But this seems incredibly difficult 
  Maybe even impossible. 
 
But what is the alternative? 
 In a world where everyone responds eye-for-eye 
  We all end up blind and toothless. 
 
When you avenge any act of evil 
 You double the hurt in the world. 
  But when you respond to evil with good, 
   You cancel it out. 
 
Let me share a story I found on Quora, 
 A response to the question: 
  “Have you ever killed a person with kindness?” 
 
This is a story from a man named Prasad: 
 
 “2 years back I started working for this private sector bank… 

New to the state, new to the bank job,  
I started slowly and unsteadily… 

 
The manager… 

was a difficult person to talk to or ask for aid.  
The colleagues were, not busy…but still unavailable for help.  
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Being an outsider, I was treated like one too…  
some without talking to me, hardly knowing me,  

had already started [complaining] about me.  
 
And then enters into the scene Mr. Jonny… 

 Same age as [me], same designation, same work experience… 
 
And there starts [trying to make] me feel insecure and scared.  

He did everything in his power-bullying, teasing,  
verbal abuse… to break me mentally… 

 
the only weapon I had was a smile.  

Whatever he did,  
I used to ignore or just pass a smile to him.  

 
We were bound to perform many office tasks together… 

 he would make it [difficult] and leave [it] incomplete sometimes,  
I would… [do the work for us both]… 

 
after a month of applying his tactics,  

he… comes to my desk one evening and says,  
[“Let’s get something to eat.] 

 
We had a little chat while having shawarma,  

actually it was more like an interrogation… 
answering his rapid fire questions.  

 
This event repeated twice that week  

and slowly became a regular thing,  
the interrogation turning into a whole hearted chat… 

with… other colleagues joining us.  
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And in no time Mr. Jonny,  
Was… telling office people to be nice to me… 

 
Some even came to me and [told] me 

 that Jonny has warned us to be nice with you,  
what is the matter? 

 
…it was Jonny’s way of apologizing… 
 
[I can’t] believe the major turn of events… 

Mr. Jonny and I, became like brothers…ii 
 
That’s Prasad’s story. 
 There was nothing in his story to suggest that he is a Christian. 
  But it seems clear that he knew intuitively 
   That there are better ways to act  

than giving in to revenge. 
 
In the church we have been given a clear example 
 Of the living out of this ethic of forgiveness. 
 
“at the center of [our] Christian story stands this claim,  

that when human evil reached its height  
God came and took its full weight upon himself,  

thereby exhausting it  
 
and opening the way for the creation of a new world altogether…”iii 
 
As Paul wrote earlier, 
 “while we were still sinners Christ died for us.”iv 
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But more than just being given an ethic to live by 
 We are also given the power to put this call to action. 
 
Paul also reminds us: 
  “If, when we were at our worst,  

we were put on friendly terms with God  
by the sacrificial death of his Son,  

 
now that we’re at our best,  

just think of how our lives will expand and deepen  
by means of his resurrection life!”v 

  
Maybe we live in the power of God’s spirit 
 And fulfill our calling to live as Jesus lived. 
 
Amen. 

 
i Romans 12:17-21 MSG 
ii Prasad Patil’s response to “Have you ever killed someone with kindness?”  
www.quora.com/Have-you-ever-killed-someone-with-kindness July 26, 2020 Quora 
iii N.T. Wright Paul for Everyone: Romans Part 2 p80 
iv Romans 5:8 NIV 
v Romans 5:10-11 MSG 


