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Prayers  

 Knox United Church, Drum-

heller  

 Noreen Milburn and family 

 Jonelle McLellan - health is-

sues 

 

Accompanist Required 

Due to the retirement of our accompanist and 

with the anticipation of opening again in late 

summer or early fall, St. Andrew’s United 

Church, DeWinton, is seeking two accompa-

nist volunteers to share their musical gifts dur-

ing our regular worship services.  

Instruments in church: upright piano and 

pump organ. 

(Playing the organ would be a bonus but not 

required)                                               

Time: 8:45-10:15 each Sunday morning except 

during July.  

Photos of the church can be found at http://

dewintonunitedchurch.ca/ 

If you are interested in this volunteer ministry 

please mail your response to: 

St. Andrew’s United Church 

Box 156, 304 Macleod Trail West 

DeWinton, Alberta 

T0L 0X0 

Reference: Accompanist Volunteer 

Congratulations!  

To Rev. Matthew Heesing Diamond Val-

ley Pastoral Charge, Turner Valley, AB, who 

was ordained by Northern Spirit Region at 

First United, Fort Saskatchewan, AB on June 

27. For anyone who wishes to watch the ser-

vice please follow the link below:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=o7VvS3pkkCk 

http://dewintonunitedchurch.ca/
http://dewintonunitedchurch.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7VvS3pkkCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7VvS3pkkCk
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Kid’s  Korner: 

The Children and Youth Programs will take a break for July and 

August.  We wish the kids and their families a safe and happy 

summer and look forward to seeing them all again in the 

Fall.  Maybe even in person!  

 

Worship for the month of July 

De Winton will continue with its regular gatherings at 

9:30 on Sundays through July. 

Okotoks will gather at 10:30 on Sundays for worship 

and a sermon delivered by a variety of guests. 

Secretary of Board Position Open 

Carol Price has kindly offered to transition to the role of Treas-
urer on the OUC Board.  This leaves her current position of Sec-
retary to the Board open.   

The Secretary works with the Chair to set the agenda of each 
meeting and collects a meeting package of reports and other 
documents to distribute to the Board before the meeting, rec-
ords, edits and files the minutes of each Board meeting to en-
sure accurate record keeping of Board activities and decisions, 
and handles some correspondence from the Board. 

Would you be interested in joining the Board in this role?  We 
usually meet monthly with a break in July this year. Our next 
meeting is August 11.  You need basic computer skills and a de-
sire to be part of our church's leadership team as we move into 
an exciting new post-COVID season of ministry.  Please contact 
Karen Pryznyk for more information. 
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NEWS FROM ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 

Written by P. Marie Wedderburn 

It has now been a year since I have written “News from St. Andrew’s Unit-

ed Church” for the pastoral charge newsletter! Who would have imagined 

that when I wrote the first article to be included in “We Can Connect’s” 

July 10th issue! Anyway, until we are able to gather physically once again, 

I will continue with this ministry. 

On Sunday morning seven people once again gathered via Zoom. We heard that twenty-two 

people had gathered for Canada Day pancake breakfast at one of the community of faith mem-

ber’s home. We also heard of the welcome rain that we have received. Look for a forthcoming e-

mail invitation to celebrate someone’s birthday.  

Later I joined with people from Okotoks United and United Church in the Valley to listen to a 
service led by Karen Pryznyk with a message from The United Church of Canada’s “Together We 
Worship” given by Rev. Leigh Sinclair who serves at St. David’s United Church, Leduc. At the 
conclusion of our time together, Karen offered this for us to ponder: “Doubt is not the opposite 
of faith. Rather certainty is the opposite of faith.” And so I leave that for all of us to further pon-
der while continuing to be thankful that we can continue to gather together virtually during 
these times. 

Seeking: graphic/website designer, aspiring 

or otherwise! 

Do you have an eye for design and enjoy computer work? We 

are looking for someone to do a little upkeep on our website, 

(i.e. redesigning the layout, and continuing with some regu-

lar uploads), as well as some maintenance of the Church Ar-

chives. If you already posses the skills necessary, or would be 

willing to do some self directed online training,  please con-

tact  us at the church office for more information about vol-

unteering for this position:  

403-938-4357 

okunited@telus.net 

As well, should you wish to know what you’ll be working 

with, you can check out our website at the link here :  

https://www.okunited.ca/ 

 

 

mailto:okunited@telus.net
https://www.okunited.ca/
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Some changes around the Church... 

While we’ve been away, some exciting changes have 

been taking place in the building. Our church has a 

new digital sound system and new projector being 

installed. This new equipment will make the sound 

much better in the sanctuary as well as giving much 

more flexibility for anyone using the system. In late 

August, we will be holding an education session with 

the representative from Long & McQuade to train 

anyone who might be interested in how to use the 

system. Let Diane know if you have an interest and 

we’ll get in touch when everything is ready.  

Thanks so much to Abe Enns and Michael Scappa-

ticci for their help in this project.  

Farewell Candice  

A good time had by all at Can-

dice’s farewell get together, Fri-

day June 25th. Candice loved the thoughtful com-

ments and cards from everyone! 

 

Photos: courtesy of Carol Price  
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When the rhythm of the heart becomes hectic, 

Time takes on the strain until it breaks; 

Then all the unattended stress falls in 

On the mind like an endless, increasing 

weight. 

The light in the mind becomes dim. 

Things you could take in your stride before 

Now become laborsome events of will. 

Weariness invades your spirit. 

Gravity begins falling inside you, 

Dragging down every bone. 

The tide you never valued has gone out. 

And you are marooned on unsure ground. 

Something within you has closed down; 

And you cannot push yourself back to life. 

You have been forced to enter empty time. 

The desire that drove you has relinquished. 

There is nothing else to do now but rest 

And patiently learn to receive the self 

You have forsaken in the race of days. 

At first your thinking will darken 

And sadness take over like listless weather. 

The flow of unwept tears will frighten you. 

You have traveled too fast over false ground; 

Now your soul has come to take you back. 

Take refuge in your senses, open up 

To all the small miracles you rushed through. 

Become inclined to watch the way of rain 

When it falls slow and free. 

Imitate the habit of twilight, 

Taking time to open the well of color 

That fostered the brightness of day. 

Draw alongside the silence of stone 

Until its calmness can claim you. 

Be excessively gentle with yourself. 

Stay clear of those vexed in spirit. 

Learn to linger around someone of ease 

Who feels they have all the time in the world. 

Gradually, you will return to yourself, 

Having learned a new respect for your heart 

And the joy that dwells far within slow time. 

For One Who Is 

Exhausted, a 

Blessing 
John O’Donohue, To Bless the Space Be-

tween Us: A Book of Blessings   

 

For anyone feeling weary as 

the world reopens after 17 

months of pandemic life  

CHURCH REOPENING  

We know you are all anxious to be back 

gathered together here soon. As it 

stands right now, we will continue with 

online worship for the next while. Our 

board will meet August 11th to decide 

on the opening process for our church. 

We want to thank you for your patience 

and your commitment to keeping our 

church family safe and healthy over the 

last year and a half.  
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Broadview Magazine Subscription 

The Broadview magazine subscriptions are up for renewal. The deadline is July 16, 2021. If 

you’d like to renew your subscription or add your name to our subscription list please let me 

know at okunited. Telus.net. The cost for a year’s subscription to this great magazine is 

$25.00. For your convenience you can e-transfer your renewal fees to: okunited@telus.net 

 
Vaccinations 

If you need more information about the Alberta Covid vaccination program check out Alber-

ta Health Services’ website at: https://www.alberta.ca/covid19-vaccine.aspx 

Okotoks United Church Office - We’re here for  you! 

The office continues to remain open at this time Monday to Friday 9:00 - 2:00. 

Please contact Diane at okunited@telus.net or 403-938-4357 for church related 

news.   

To contact Julia email her at okjulia@telus.net or phone her at 403-702-2249 (cell) at 

any time.  

Congregational Care Team invites you to reach out for  confidential spiritual and compas-

sionate care by email at: okcongregationalcare@telus.net   

Please refer to our website www.okunited.ca for updated information and links to 

the newsletter.   

Cyber Safety  

While being able to communicate online has certainly proved to be essential to living through 

the pandemic, it has also brought with it an increased susceptibility to online threats. Phishing 

scams, in particular, are dangerous because they are often disguised as an email that looks like 

it is from a familiar source (a company you have purchased from before, or even a friend), but 

in reality are an attempt to steal information. It is important to be wary of where your messag-

es come from and what the intent is behind them. This is particularly relevant to any messages 

requesting money of any kind, including gift cards.  

Linked here is some information on how to recognize these scams, and how to protect yourself 

from them: 

 https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/en/resources/seniors-guide-staying-cyber-safe-during-covid-

19 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/protect-fraud/internet

mailto:okunited@telus.net
mailto:okjulia@telus.net
mailto:okcongregationalcare@telus.net
https://www.okunited.ca/
https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/en/resources/seniors-guide-staying-cyber-safe-during-covid-19

