July 18, 2021
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

CHORAL EVENSONG
Church of St. John the Divine

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the
Lekwungen speaking people.
Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria
We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of
this community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive
and serving community which is open to all.
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long
history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and
opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community.
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage)
are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we.

Worship in a time of COVID-19
In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. For the time being due to the instructions from
the Provincial Health Officer in-person attendance at services is not possible.
The Sunday morning service will be held virtually on Zoom. Please check our website on how to
attend: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or contact admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
Sunday Evensong will continue livestreamed weekly on the church website and Facebook pages.
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website.
Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking phone messages
and answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive
prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their
prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t.
Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like.

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy
Officiant: The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum
Music: The MacRae Choral Scholars; Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar,
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music
Videographers: Karen Coverett and Ryan Qu

A note about language
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any
language about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God
as male, or in terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not
to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about
the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of
the God beyond all words.
Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
Organ prelude
The Responses
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:

Psalm

O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.)

`

Psalm 73.20-end

Thus my heart was grieved *
and it went even through my reins.
21 So foolish was I, and ignorant *
even as it were a beast before thee.
22 Nevertheless, I am alway by thee *
for thou hast holden me by my right hand.
23 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel *
and after that receive me with glory.
24 Whom have I in heaven but thee *
and there is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of thee.
25 My flesh and my heart faileth *
but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever.
26 For lo, they that forsake thee shall perish *
thou hast destroyed all them that commit fornication against thee.
27 But it is good for me to hold me fast by God, to put my trust in the Lord God *
and to speak of all thy works in the gates of the daughter of Sion.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen.
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First Lesson

Ecclesiasticus 18.1-14

He who lives for ever created the whole universe; the Lord alone is just.
To none has he given power to proclaim his works; and who can search out his
mighty deeds? Who can measure his majestic power? And who can fully recount
his mercies? It is not possible to diminish or increase them, nor is it possible to
fathom the wonders of the Lord.
When human beings have finished, they are just beginning, and when they stop,
they are still perplexed.
What are human beings, and of what use are they? What is good in them, and
what is evil? The number of days in their life is great if they reach one hundred
years. Like a drop of water from the sea and a grain of sand, so are a few years
among the days of eternity.
That is why the Lord is patient with them and pours out his mercy upon them.
He sees and recognizes that their end is miserable; therefore he grants them
forgiveness all the more.
The compassion of human beings is for their neighbours, but the compassion of
the Lord is for every living thing. He rebukes and trains and teaches them, and
turns them back, as a shepherd his flock. He has compassion on those who accept
his discipline and who are eager for his precepts.

Magnificat

Text: Lk. 1:46-55 Music: James MacMillan, the Short Service

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath
magnified me; and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek. He hath filled
the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; As he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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Second Lesson

Text: Hebrews 2.5-end

Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to
angels. But someone has testified somewhere, ‘What are human beings that you
are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? You have made them for
a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory and
honour, subjecting all things under their feet.’
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it
is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who
for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and
honour because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might
taste death for everyone.
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through
sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters,
saying, ‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the
congregation I will praise you.’ And again, ‘I will put my trust in him.’ And again,
‘Here am I and the children whom God has given me.’
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but
the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and
sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in
the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.
Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who
are being tested.

Nunc Dimittis

Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: MacMillan

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all
people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people
Israel.
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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Apostles’ Creed
All:

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He
descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of
sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:

Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
Cantor:
Choir:
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The Lord be with you;
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us
not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen;
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people;
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord;
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us;
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

First Collect, of the day:
The Episcopal Church
ALMIGHTY GOD, the fountain of all wisdom, who knowest our necessities before
we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion, we beseech thee, upon our
infirmities, and those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our
blindness we cannot ask, mercifully give us for the worthiness of thy Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
Second Collect, for Peace:
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils:
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Anthem

Text and music: Thomas Campion (1567-1620).

Never weather-beaten sail more willing bent to shore.
Never tired pilgrim's limbs affected slumber more,
Than my wearied sprite now longs to fly out of my troubled breast:
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soul to rest.
Ever blooming are the joys of Heaven's high Paradise.
Cold age deafs not there our ears nor vapour dims our eyes:
Glory there the sun outshines whose beams the blessed only see:
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my sprite to thee!.

Intercessions
Response to the Prayers
The choir sings a short choral response to the prayers.

Sermon
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Final Hymn (CP 621)

Text: John L. Bell (b. 1949) Music: INCARNATION.
Text © The Iona Community/G.I.A. Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605.

1. Before the world began one Word was there;
grounded in God he was, rooted in care;
by him all things were made;
in him was love displayed;
through him God spoke and said, 'I am for you.'
2. Life found in him its source; death found its end;
light found in him its course, darkness its friend,
for neither death nor doubt
nor darkness can put out
the glow of God, the shout: 'I am for you.'
3. The Word was in the world which from him came;
unrecognized he was, unknown by name;
one with all humankind,
with the unloved aligned,
convincing sight and mind: 'I am for you.'
4. All who received the Word by God were blessed;
sisters and brothers they of earth's fond guest.
So did the Word of Grace
proclaim in time and space
and with a human face, 'I am for you.'

The Blessing or Grace
Organ Voluntary

The Anglican Church of St John the Divine
(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada)
1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC V8W 2L5
stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
facebook.com/musicSJD
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