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Matthew 13:24-52 

 

Introduction: The great difference between the world and the 

kingdom of heaven     

Matthew 13:24-30  

 

Seven parables in Matthew 13 

• Parable of the good sower, the good seed, and the good soil  

• Six more about the nature of the heavenly kingdom 

o Two about the mix between good and evil 

o Two about the expansion of the kingdom 

o Two about the value of the kingdom 

 

Jesus, the Great Artist --  

• In Creation 

• In His Word – i.e., in Parables.  

• The purpose of art 

 

Six beautiful stories that are designed to appeal to our appreciation 

and understanding of God’s kingdom: 

 

1. Two parables on the Value of the Kingdom (vs 44-46) 

a. A treasure hid in a field 

b. A pearl of infinite worth 

 

2. Two parables on the Vision of the Kingdom (vs 31-33) 

a. A large tree from a tiny seed 

b. A large batch of dough from a tiny bit of yeast 

 

3. Two parables on the Validation of the Kingdom (vs 24-30, 

37-43, and 47-50). 

a. A field of wheat and weeds 

b. A net of fish—both good and bad 

 

What is your own appreciation of the dimensions and beauty of 

God’s kingdom? How do your priorities align with it?  

Suggested Small Group Discussion Questions 

 

1. Begin with a brief prayer of worship and a simple 

request to understand more about God’s kingdom.  

 

2. Read vs 34-35. Discuss why it was that Jesus spoke to 

the people in parables. What does this say to you 

about God’s or Jesus’s artistic notions? What do you 

think is the nature and purpose of art? 

 

3. Read vs 44-46. Take some time to try to describe 

these two stories in your own words. What might be a 

modern way of describing the actions of the characters 

today in relation to the kingdom.  

 

4. Move on to vs 31-33. Comment on your own 

assessment of the expansion of God’s kingdom in the 

world today. What encouragement have you 

personally had recently about the growth of God’s 

kingdom? 

 

5. Take time to read vs 24-30, and then 36-43. Why is 

Jesus’ explanation to the disciples so important and so 

helpful to us? How does this story compare to the one 

in vs 47-50? Discuss ways in which the Bible makes a 

distinction between good and evil. Why and how is it 

important for us who are Christ-followers to make 

distinctions? 

 

As you conclude, share how this study has been helpful to 

you in evaluating what’s important in your own life. Pray 

for one another and PTC to have a kingdom focus in 

these days.  


