“Excuses!”
Luke 14:15-23

In God’s kingdom of grace, we are given the opportunity to join Him in His redemptive mission. He invites us to put aside our selfish agendas and our destructive pursuits and experience His divine power and life as it was meant to be. Our acceptance of this invitation is crucial. Yet at times, we make excuses why we cannot/will not accept His grace.   

I.    A Fabulous Banquet Is Planned:

A. The Initial Invitation (v. 16) -
· Save the Date/ RSVP

B. The Call to Come (v.17) -
· All is Ready/Y’all Come!

C. No Guests, Only Excuses (v.18) -

II.  Ridiculous Excuses are Given: 

Excuse = the skin of a reason stuffed with a lie!


A. I Just Bought a Field (Possessions) (v.18) -

B. I Just Bought 5 Yoke of Oxen (Career) (v.19) -

C. I Just God Married (Affections) (v.20) - 

III.  God’s Kingdom Will Be Established:

A. The Invitation is to All (vv. 21-23) - 
 
B. We Are God’s Inviters (Ambassadors) -

C. God’s Plan Will Not be Thwarted -

Some mistakes can be corrected. We can learn from them. But some decisions are deadly and irrevocable! Saying “no” to Christ’s invitation of grace and life is the worst mistake you could ever make! 
Going Deeper:

1. Have you ever made a decision you later regretted? Were you able to correct your mistake and did you learn from that experience?

2. In this parable, Christ is clearly proclaiming the complete foolishness of refusing God’s invitation of grace. The individuals excused themselves right out of the kingdom! Have you ever found that you are excusing yourself out of something God was invit- ing you to do?

3. The fundamental invitation of grace Christ extends to us is the offer of redemption, the forgiveness of our sins. Can you see that He continues to invite us to deeper levels of experiencing His grace? 

4. What are some of the distractions or substitutes that may keep us from saying “yes” to Christ’s plan and purpose for us? Are these always bad things?

5. When we make excuses to avoid Christ’s best for us, what does this indicate about our spiritual walk? Are excuses symptomatic of a deeper problem?

6. Personal: As you examine your life, have you ever excused yourself right out of experiencing Christ’s best for you? Are you missing out right now on all that He has for you?  

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. Have you ever been asked to do something by your Mom or Dad, and you made up a reason why you could not do it? Did that reason work?

2. In the story (parable) Jesus told in Luke 14, three men made up excuses why they could not come to a special party they were invited to. Do you think they were missing out on something really good?

3. If Jesus invited you to join Him in doing something great, would you say yes to His invitation? 
