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 When you tell someone you will pray for them—how does that person really know whether you 
actually pray or not? We know here whether you pray or not—because it impacts this whole 
community of faith. Anglican mystic, Evelyn Underhill says:  The quality of the Church depends 
on the quality of the individual Christian—and this quality is conditioned by one’s prayer—that is, 
the faithfulness, the humility and the self-forgetfulness with which we respond to the 
pressure of God and in offering ourselves for doing God will. This Lent we are deepening our 
understanding of the Lord’s Prayer—and deepening our prayer as a community.  
 If you think of a germinating seed.  Before it sends a shoot up and out—it first sends a 
root down into the nourishing earth. As Christians we too must first grow deeper in prayer, and 
then push upward and out towards the world in action. For its only in rooting ourselves first in 
the beauty and love of the transcendent God that that very beauty and love can then be shown 
forth in and through us—as part of God’s redeeming of the world’s brokenness and sin. Without 
this rootedness even our best actions are like the short-lived seedlings that spring up on rocky 
ground—but when the sun rises, they were scorched and die— since they have no root.  
 Rooted, authentic prayer is able to transform our short-lived sprints of faith into the 
faithful endurance that produces lives of fruitful beauty and grace. And I believe that people 
actually hunger for this authentic prayer; that’s why so many community bulletin boards these 
days have posters offering yoga, meditation and mindfulness classes. It just feels more trendy 
these days to turn toward Eastern Religion than to the rich and deep Christian practice of 
authentic prayer. But it doesn’t need to be that way though.  
 The disciples recognized how Jesus’ prayer—this vital relationship between The Father 
and the Son—was his link with the source of His power. This is what prompts the disciples’ 
request, “Teach us to pray.” So the Lord’s Prayer is not only a prayer for us to say together. 
When we pray it intentionally it also teaches us how to pray. Its seven phrases contain seven 
lessons in prayer which together form a complete direction for the conduct of our inner life. 
Which brings us today to “Thy Kingdom Come”—the first of the prayer’s petitions.  
 Astronaut James Erwin is one of the few people to actually walk on the moon. As he 
stood upon the lunar landscape and looked out at the earth, he prayed for the very first time in 
his life. He thought about the strife among nations, of poverty, hunger, and rampant evil; and he 
thought to himself: "What is more important than man walking on the moon is that God should 
walk on earth." This is the desire we express when we pray, "Thy Kingdom come.”  
 1. So what is the  Kingdom of God? 
 Most of Jesus’ teaching is about the Kingdom of God. Yet his descriptions are more 
poetic than precise—given more through analogies, parables and images. And instead of big 
dramatic images, Jesus compares the Kingdom to very ordinary everyday things—things that 
were often small. The Kingdom is like a tiny seed that silently grows, eventually yielding a great 
harvest. The Kingdom is like a small mustard seed—which grows into a great plant that spreads 
everywhere. The Kingdom is unnoticeable from a human point of view—small in its 
beginnings—yet tremendous in its latent energy—like tiny grains of yeast that work unseen to 
transform a whole batch of dough. There is also the Kingdom's overwhelming attraction for 
those who recognize it—the Pearl, the Treasure—which results in selling all they have in order 
to buy that pearl, abandoning everything else for the field in which the treasure is hid; common 
sense obliterated by deep love.   
 And what is the Kingdom? Paul sums it up in our letter from Romans saying, the 
Kingdom is justice/righteousness/goodness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit—or in a word 
LOVE. The Kingdom is God’s intentions for all the world—which we see perfectly enfleshed in 
Jesus. The kingdom is opposed to all boundaries that the world sets up according to gender, 
class, race, age, economics, accent, or sexuality. We see this in Jesus’ friendship with those 



 

 

who were the social and religious outcasts of the day; we see it in his inclusion of women and 
children; we hear it in his stories about fathers welcoming home wayward sons in grace without 
retribution or punishment. We hear it in his calls to love enemies, forgive without limits, and turn 
the other cheek in the face of violence. We see it in his selfless sacrificial acts of love for others, 
in the washing of his “soon to betray him” disciples, and ultimately in his selfless love on the 
cross. 
 We see in the early church what the kingdom looks like when individual believers live out 
their commitment in community—where they would, “sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in 
the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising 
God and having the goodwill of all the people.” (Acts 2:43-47)  
 2. And how does the Kingdom come?  
 And this is where it starts to get uncomfortable for us, because the Kingdom is not 
merely an idea or an emotion—it is a reality in which we are invited to become part of God’s 
transforming work in the world. You see the healing of our world’s violence, confusion, unrest 
and misery—and the dawn of truth, justice, peace, and equity for all—is to be accomplished 
when God’s divine power is allowed to work in and through us. The Kingdom comes when we 
open wide our gates to the living God and invite God’s transfiguring presence into the very 
texture of our everyday lives.  
 The Kingdom invades us not by force, but through the open door of prayer and gradually 
spreads to infuse the whole of life—like yeast in a whole batch of dough. Prayer is not trying to 
convince God to give us what we want—to meet our goals. But rather through prayer I’m asking 
my heart to let go of my Kingdom and the world being all about me— and making my deeper 
desire instead to be about doing the will of God.  Praying “Thy Kingdom come”—means MY 
kingdom goes. The point of prayer is to invite God to do something through you and me—to 
intentionally close the gap between the kind of world God wants and the way our world is. 
 Praying “Thy Kingdom Come”—means “Come Lord Jesus.” The kingdom comes when 
each of us willingly engages the world and intentionally desires to bring greater peace, love, joy 
and justice to it. And it begins small, one-on-one. We sow the seeds of peace and love in the 
midst of the world’s weeds of hatred and violence. And we offer our selfless acts of love—which 
can feel as useless as five loaves and two fish for feeding thousands and thousands of people. 
But that’s exactly what Jesus blesses, multiples and uses—with 12 basketfuls left over.  Jesus 
fills the gaps and does far more with what we offer than what we could ask or imagine.  
 So, “Are you in?” Ultimately this is the question all of us have to decide. Am I willing to 
invest my all in God’s great renovation project of the Kingdom coming to earth? The world is 
not saved by evolution, but by incarnation—the incarnation of goodness, peace and joy. 
“Thy Kingdom Come” is my admission of my need, by casting down my will and egoism—freely 
admitting my sin—and passively allowing God to re-shape where necessary. Thy Kingdom 
Come means setting the whole drive of my life towards the furtherance of God’s goodness, 
peace and joy—using my money, time, position, influence for the Kingdom’s purposes; and so 
by that quiet action of a flawless love, giving back our lost tormented planet its place in the great 
orchestra of heaven.  


