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This morning we heard the parable of the mustard seed. Like all of Jesus’ parables, 

it is simple to listen to but when you begin to dig in, there is much to think about.   

The mustard plant was considered a weed in Jesus’ Dme. The mustard shrub 

sprang up in the middle of fields and gardens. It was as common as a dandelion. 

Everyone would have known exactly what Jesus was talking about when he talked 

about the mustard bush. He calls it the greatest of all shrubs and points out how it 

provides shelter for the birds. I’m sure that surprised everyone listening that day. 

What was Jesus thinking? 

Jesus saw the mustard seed as a symbol of strength, adaptability and of the ability 

to grow in tough circumstances. It offers protecDon for the birds and other 

creatures who seek shelter in its branches. When others saw a weed, Jesus saw all 

the strengths it possessed. We as a church in these Dmes could do worse that 

imagining ourselves as a mustard bush. 

Over the pandemic I have seen many signs that St. David’s has the strength, 

adaptability and the ability to grow that is needed to thrive in spite of challenging 

Dmes. We have some of the aNributes of the mustard bush.  

Let’s look at adaptability. First came COVID and we switched how we worship from 

in person to gathering via zoom.  It was a challenge but Deb researched what was 

needed and the tech team stepped up and has been stepping up ever since. Each 

one of us also researched and learned as we figured out the zoom technology and 

we each adapted to new ways of being together. In some ways, we are stronger 



than before COVID. We have extended our reach beyond Calgary and have folk 

joining us from across the country and around the world.  

Worship wasn’t the only thing to pivot. ACTS and the Bible study did too. Our 

pastoral care team also adapted and, instead of in person connecDon, found new 

ways to reach out via phone and mail. Our team of pastoral care volunteers is 

larger now than it was before Covid. Our knowledge of the congregaDon is beNer 

than ever. St. David’s is adaptable.  

We are also strong. Look how we came together aVer Rev. Peggy took her medical 

leave to make sure St. David’s conDnued to have worship every Sunday. Who knew 

we had so many capable people willing to step forward to preside over worship, 

offer reflecDons and share LiNle GiVs of New Life. The worship commiNee simply 

looked the challenge in the eye and found more volunteers that we ever 

imagined. While we certainly miss Rev. Peggy and send prayers full of healing and 

strength to her as we look forward to her being well enough to rejoin us, we have 

learned we are stronger than we thought. St. David’s is strong and adaptable. 

These learnings will serve St. David’s well as we move into the future. I have had 

many conversaDons over the past couple years with people wondering if St. 

David’s will survive and where we will find the volunteers needed to carry on. I 

think this past year and a half has shown us that St. David’s can rise to meet any 

challenge. We simply need a clear vision of what is needed and to remember the 

Dny mustard seed that thrives where it lands and grows to offer shelter to the 

creatures who need it. 

Where do we find the vision to inspire us to acDon? Well, this is a parable about 

the Kingdom of God. Our task as followers of Jesus is to serve and build the 



Kingdom of God, where all are included in the shelter of God’s love and jusDce. If 

we look around, both at who we are including in our ministry within our 

congregaDon and who needs the shelter of our love and the work of our hands in 

our communiDes, we will find the vision we need to inspire us. There are so many 

ways our love can be a mustard seed planted to bring love and hope to our 

community.  

Remember that we are adaptable, strong and have the ability to grow. Remember 

that the love of God is with us to support and inspire us and be the protecDve 

branch we need to rest on as we do the work of building the Kingdom. Trust that 

there is a way to do whatever needs doing, whether on our own or in partnership 

with others. Don’t be discouraged. Be bold and know that we have giVs beyond 

imagining when we come together to use them.  

It has been such a privilege to serve you as pastoral care minister. I will deeply 

miss you as I step away into reDrement but St. David’s will always be on my heart 

and in my prayers. May the mustard seed be our inspiraDon, the Kingdom of God 

our goal and the love of God our hope and strength as we move forward in this 

next step on the journey. 


