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Larry Beardy was born in Tataskweyak, Manitoba, also known as Split 

Lake. His parents lived a very traditional way of life. His father was a 

lifelong trapper, hunter and fisherman, who also worked for a time for the 

Canadian National Railway.  

 

At the age of eight, Larry boarded a train in his home town of Churchill, 

Man., bound for a residential school in Dauphin, Man., 1300 km away. 

When he returned, at the age of 16, home was no longer what it once was.  

 

“When I went back to my own community in 1970, I didn’t know who I was related to,” he says. 

It’s an experience shared by many survivors of the system, he adds. “There are a couple of ways 

how residential school affects you, but with family it affects you in a sad way. A lot of people 

are still trying to discover who they are.” 

But the residential school system, Beardy says, was just one of a number of factors in the long 

process of the scattering and uprooting of his people. Many Cree, he says, came to live far from 

home through their involvement with the fur trade; later, others would leave their communities to 

work for the railway. 

 

Many were taken from their families and placed into foster homes in the “Sixties Scoop,” and the 

dispersal of Indigenous children continues today through Canada’s child welfare system, he says. 

For example, of the 11,000 children now in the child welfare system in Manitoba, 10,000 are 

Indigenous. 

 

Three years ago, Beardy and other members of his family visited the General Synod Archives in 

Toronto in an effort to fill in a number of gaps in their family tree: he was able to find out his 

great-grandfather’s first name; and the family also learned that his maternal grandmother, Lucy 

Kitchkeesik, had siblings and that her mother’s name was Naomi. They were also able to see 

what some of these relatives looked like because of the photos kept by the archives. 

 

“Genealogy is becoming increasingly popular and important among Indigenous people in 

Canada as they confront the dispersal and loss of identity they’ve experienced over the past few 

hundred years,” Beardy says. 

On September 24, 2018 Larry Beardy was consecrated Bishop. He will oversee the Northern 

Manitoba portion of The Indigenous Spiritual Ministry of Mishamikoweesh but also a northern 

portion of the Diocese of Saskatchewan. Mishamikoweesh covers a vast area of 250,000 square 

miles from the southwestern shore of Hudson’s Bay in the north, along the eastern shore of Lake 

Winnipeg but north of English River in Ontario. It has only 1 stipendiary priest but 48 non-

stipendiary clergy and 75 lay readers serving in 28 parishes. There are approximately 10,000 

Anglicans on the parish roles. 

 

The parishes under his responsibility, he said, comprise a diverse mix of Anglicans, including 

Cree, Ojibwe and Dene as well as some non-Indigenous people. A key priority, Beardy said, will 

be preparing new spiritual leaders in the parishes that fall under his responsibility—a number of 



which, he added, currently lack clergy of their own. “Many of the communities don’t have 

sacramental ministry, even communion or baptism,” he said. “That’s what we have to work on.” 

 

Before being made a Bishop, Mr Beardy was a member of the Anglican Church of Canada’s 

team in the negotiations that led to the signing of the Indian Residential Schools Settlement 

Agreement. He received an honorary doctorate in divinity from the College of Emmanuel and St. 

Chad in recognition of this and his work in education. 
 


