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As you enter the church, we invite you to light a
votive candle to remember a person or situation
that you carry on your heart.
Candles are also available during communion.
Prelude
Welcome & Safety: Rev Sharon
Smith Gathering of the
Community
(Adapted from Prayers Liturgy Outside (2018)
Presider: We gather today on the ancestral lands of the
Coast Salish peoples, represented by the
Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh Nations
who have been custodians of these lands
since time immemorial.
Presider: Come with your questions,
come with your awe!
People: For the God who broods
over the chaos meets us in this place.
Presider: Come with your energy,
come with your weariness!
People: For the God who breathes new life
into the dust meets us in this place.
Presider: Come with your sadness,
come with your joy!
People: For the God who dared to
become human meets us in this
place.
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Gathering Hymn: Jesus Shall Reign
Jesus shall reign where e'er the sun does
its successive journeys run;
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till
moons shall wax and wane no more.
People and realms of every tongue dwell
on his love with sweetest song; and infant
voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.
Blessings abound where e'er he reigns: the
prisoners leap to lose their chains, the
weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.
Let every creature rise and bring glory
and honour to our King; angels
descend with songs again, and earth
repeat the loud Amen.
Gloria:

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.
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Prayer of the Day:
(Adapted from Steve Garnaas-Holmes)

Presider: Shepherd us, Jesus the Christ.
All:
You know the still waters
we need to drink from,
the green pastures our souls needs.
Lead us there.
Presider: Lead us out of our fears and wants
into the path of your life.
All:
We will follow you, not our fear.
Even there we shall not want. Amen

Artist: Miroslav Dobric,
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The Proclamation of the Word
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6
Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE.
In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a
shepherd to describe the good and bad
leadership. God promises to gather the flock and
to raise up a new king from David’s line.
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter
the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD.
Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my
people: It is you who have scattered my flock,
and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your
evil doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the
lands where I have driven them, and I will bring
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful
and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them
who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear
any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be
missing, says the LORD.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD,
when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal
wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will
be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is
the name by which he will be
called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
Reader: Let us hear what the Spirit is saying.
All:
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23: The Lord’s my shepherd (sung)
Paraphrase Scottish Psalter (1650)
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want:
He makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me the
quiet waters by.
My soul he doth restore again, and me
to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness, even
for his own name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale,
yet will I fear none ill:
for thou art with me and thy rod and
staff me comfort still.
My table thou hast furnished in
presence of my foes;
My head thou dost with oil anoint, and
my cup overflows.
Goodness and mercy all my life shall
surely follow me,
and in God’s house forevermore
my dwelling place shall be.
8

Second Reading: Letter from Dietrich
Bonhoeffer
These letters were composed by Dietrich
Bonhoeffer between April 1943 and February
1945, while he was imprisoned in Germany.
"You would be surprised, and perhaps even
worried, by my theological thoughts and
the conclusions that they lead to: and this is where
I miss you most of all, because I don’t know anyone
else with whom I could so well discuss them to
have my thinking clarified. What is bothering me
incessantly is the question what Christianity really
is, or indeed who Christ really is, for us today. The
time when people could be told everything by
means of words, whether theological or pious, is
over, and so is the time of inwardness
and conscience – and that means the time of
religion in general. We are moving towards
a completely religionless time; people as they are
now simply cannot be religious any more. Even
those who honestly describe themselves as
‘religious’ do not in the least act up to it, and so
they presumably mean something quite different
by ‘religious.’
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Our whole nineteen-hundred-year-old
Christian preaching and theology rest on
the ‘religious a priori’ of mankind.
‘Christianity’ has always been a form –
perhaps the true form – of ‘religion’. But if
one day it becomes clear that this a
priori does not exist at all, but was
a historically conditioned and transient form
of human self-expression, and if therefore
man becomes radically religionless – and I
think that that is already more or less the case
(else how is it, for example, that this war, in
contrast to all previous ones, is not calling
forth any ‘religious’ reaction?) – what does
that mean for ‘Christianity’? It means that the
foundation is taken away from the whole of
what has up to now been our ‘Christianity’,
and that there remain only a few ‘last
survivors of the age of chivalry’, or a few
intellectually dishonest people, on whom we
can descend as ‘religious’. Are they to be the
chosen few? Is it on this dubious group of
people that we are to pounce in fervour,
pique, or indignation, in order to sell them
our goods?

Are we to fall upon a few unfortunate people
in their hour of need and exercise a sort of
religious compulsion on them? If we don’t
want to do all that, if our final judgment must
be that the western form of Christianity, too,
was only a preliminary stage to a complete
absence of religion, what kind of situation
emerges for us, for the church? How can Christ
become the Lord of the religionless as well?
Are there religionless Christians? If religion is
only a garment of Christianity – and even
this garment has looked very different at times
– then what is a religionless Christianity?”
Reader: Let us hear what the Spirit is saying.
Thanks be to God.
All:

Gospel Hymn: Seek Ye First
Refrain
Alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, Allelu,
alleluia
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and God’s righteousness,
and all these things shall be added
unto you, Allelu, alleluia
Refrain
.

Gospel Reading: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and
heal, they minister among large numbers of
people. Their work is motivated by Christ’s desire
to be among those in need.
Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Mark
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Hymn (continued)
Ask and it shall be given unto
you; seek and you shall find;
knock and the door shall be opened unto
you, Allelu, alleluia
Refrain
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
Allelu, alleluia
Homily – Rev Sharon Smith
Reflective silence follows

Artist: Marc Chagall
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Affirmation of Faith
Presider: Moses said,
All:
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God,
the Lord is one.
Presider: And Jesus affirmed:
All:
Love the Lord your God with
all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your
mind,
And with all your
strength.
This is the first and the great
commandment, the second is
like it: Love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no
commandment greater
than these.
All:

Spirit of God, search our hearts.

Prayers of the People

Confession
(Adapted from the Book of Alternative Service)
Presider: Let us in silence remember our own
faults
and failings.
Reflective silence follows.
Presider: In the community of Christ’s Church
and in the presence of all God’s
people:
All:

We confess to God that we have
sinned in thought, word and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved God, cared for
God’s world, or respected God’s
people as we should. We own our
responsibility and pray for God’s
pardon.
Presider: May God forgive us, Christ befriend
us, and the Spirit renew and change
our lives. Amen.

The Passing of the Peace
(Iona Community Worship Book, 2017)
Presider: Friends not an easy peace,
not a conditional peace,
not a half-hearted peace,
But the peace of the Risen Christ
be always with you.
People: And also with you
The community, standing at our seats, greet
one another saying or gesturing: ‘Peace be
with you”.

The Preparation of the Table: Fairest Lord Jesus
Fairest Lord Jesus,
ruler of all nature,
O though the Godhead’s human son:
thee will I cherish,
thee will I honour,
thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown,
Fair, are the meadows,
fairer still the woodlands,
robed in the blooming garb of spring:
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
who makes the troubled heart to sing,
Fair is the sunshine,
fairer still the moonlight,
and fair the twinkling, starry host;
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer
than all the angels heaven can boast.

All fairest beauty,
heavenly and earthly,
wondrously, Jesus, is found in thee;
none can be nearer,
fairer, or dearer
than though, my Saviour, art, to me

Artist: Joseph Chelmonski,

Invocation before communion
(By Tim Graves, Liturgy Bits)
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

Come to the Table.
We come to the Table.
Share yourselves.
We come to share our whole selves.
Share your gifts.
We come to the Table to share our gifts,
our hurts, & our uncertainty.
Presider: Come. Christ calls you.
All:
Amen
The Eucharistic Prayer:
(Iona Abbey Worship Book)
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

May God be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up
Let us give thanks to God our Creator
It is right to give our thanks and praise

Presider: Blessed are you O God
All:
For you have brought forth
bread from the earth.
Presider: Blessed are you O God
All:
For you have created the fruit
of the vine.
Presider: And so, with all our siblings,
before us and beside us,
All:
We praise you from our
hearts for your unending
greatness.
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosana in the highest.

Presider: Among friends, gathered round a
table, Jesus took bread and having
blessed it, he broke the bread and
gave it to his disciples, saying:
“This is my body which is given for
you.’
In the same way he took wine, and
having given thanks for it, he poured
it out and gave it to his disciples,
saying: “This cup is the new
relationship with God, sealed with
my blood. Take this and share it. I
shall drink wine with you next in the
coming Kingdom of God.”
So now, following Jesus’ example.
We take this bread and this wine;
The ordinary things of the world,
through which God will bless us.
And as Jesus offered thanks for the
gifts
of the earth, let us also celebrate
God’s goodness.

Presider: Lord Jesus Christ,
All:
Present with us
now,
as we do in this place what you
did in an upstairs room,
breathe your Spirit upon us and
upon this bread and this wine.
That they may be heaven’s food
and drink for us,
renewing, sustaining and
making us whole,
and that we may be your body
on earth, loving and caring in
the world. Amen.
Presider: And now as our Saviour taught
us, let us pray in the language of
our hearts:

All:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against
us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil,
For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Fraction (Breaking of Bread):
Presider: Here, in this bread and wine, may we
encounter Christ who calls us to care
for the poor, the earth, and all who are
in need.
People: All who long for Christ are welcome at
this table.

Invitation to the Table:
Presider: Friends, these are the gifts of God
for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
Communion:
All people are welcome to receive Communion
of one kind (Wafers). Gluten free wafer are
available upon request.
Please wear your mask and sanitize your
hands before receiving. We ask that you wait
until you have returned to your seat before
removing your mask and consuming
the wafer.
While the communion is being administered,
we respectfully ask that you keep the silence.

Communion Music: For the Bread which
You have Broken
For the bread which you have broken,
for the wine which you have poured,
for the words which you have spoken,
now we give you thanks, O Lord.
By these pledges that you love us,
by your gift of peace restored,
by your call to realms above us,
consecrate our lives, O Lord:
in your service, Lord, defend us;
help us to obey your word;
in the world to which you send us,
let your kingdom come, O Lord!

Prayer after Communion
Presider: God of steadfast Love,
All:
Create in us a new heart and a
new vision, that the gifts of your
Spirit may work in us and renew
the
face of the earth.
We ask this in the name of
Jesus the Christ, Amen.
Announcements
Blessing:
(Adapted from Steve Garnaas-Holmes)
Presider: May God shine through you
without your seeing it.
People: May it be so.
Presider: May you be God's channel into
people's lives.
People: In your kindness may people feel
blessed, and trust God's grace
because of your forgiveness.
Presider: May it be so.

People: May God dawn upon us
with gentle love,
being light to those who
live in darkness, those
whom death shadows,
and guiding our hearts in
lives of peace.
All:
Let this blessing walk
with us today.
May it be so.

Closing Hymn: The King of God is Justice and Joy
The kingdom of God is justice and joy;
For Jesus restores what sin would destroy.
God's power and glory in Jesus we know;
And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.
The kingdom of God is mercy and grace;
The captives are freed, the sinners find place,
The outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share;
And hope is awakened in place of despair.
The kingdom of God is challenge and choice:
Believe the good news, repent and rejoice!
God's love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross:
Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.
God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal;
In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole.
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call;
And all things cry "Glory!" to God all in all.

Dismissal:
Presider: In the name of the Light that came
into the world go in peace.
People: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

