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May our reflections on scripture this day inspire us to be 

strong followers of Jesus in both word and action. Amen.  

 

If it were only the Roman bureaucrats who could read and 

write, the tiny story that would have been passed on down 

to us would have been that in the 19th year of the reign of 

Emperor Tiberius, a Jew named Jesus of Nazareth who 

had developed a rather large following, tried to defy the 

Jewish and Roman authorities of Jerusalem.  

 

He and his followers were a threat to the stability of the 

City that year. And so he was executed by crucifixion and 

his followers were persecuted and where possible 

arrested. End of story. 

 

But fortunately, the Romans were not the only ones who 

could read and write. In fact, the Jewish people had been 

experts in writing the stories of their people long before 

the Romans picked up a quill. They had written down the 

stories of the patriarchs, the judges, the kings and 

Pharaohs and all their battles.  



All the laws of Moses were written down and the prophets 

had written down all their poetic visions. Writing things 

down was important. When a powerful life experience 

occured it needed to be recorded and considered 

prayerfully. Then they needed to be read out loud to the 

community. That was the tradition.  

 

And so eventually the extraordinary interactions and 

events that people experienced with Jesus were recorded 

in letters and collections of stories that in time took the 

form of what were called gospels – the stories of Good 

News. 

 

What a fabulous title too – because it really was Good 

News – it was an incredibly beautiful revelation of God – 

a stunning story of self giving love. Those who had 

experienced such love were going to do everything in 

their power to make sure that others could know and 

experience this love too.  

 

And this is the reason why we continue to tell this story in 

this place. We are disciples because in some way, the 

story of Jesus of Nazareth has touched us and moved us. 

We want our lives to be set within the context of the story 

of Jesus. We call ourselves Christians because we have 

come to understand things about God that the Roman 

authorities were not able to grasp.  



We are followers of Jesus because we know that love can 

overcome fear. We know that forgiveness can melt away 

anger. We know that sacrifice can bring into being new 

life. We know that the kingdom of God is nearer than you 

might think. In fact, it is beside you, and within you - and 

it is up to you and I - by following in the way of Jesus, we 

can help this to unfold in our time. 

 

This is not a minor thing. When we read the headlines of 

the daily news it’s easy to be discouraged. It’s easy to 

think that there’s not much we can do as individuals to 

make things better. But here’s the thing… were not 

individuals…  we are the community of disciples who 

follow Jesus…  

 

At it’s best, the church is a movement. People of faith 

whose choices and lived actions together say NO! NO to 

the status quo of our greedy and selfish age. Our Bishop, 

Todd Townshend said it well when he said that a spirit led 

church is like: 

 “ an insurgency—an uprising, a revolt, a loosely 

organized but powerful rebellion against the world’s 

death-dealing ways.  

The death-dealing ways—the kind that took down 

Jesus… have been broken by his resurrection, brought out 

into the light and shown for what they are…  



weak, pathetic, greed-soaked, spasms of violence, based 

on fear, hatred, and the sense of superiority, in the people 

who think they can and should rule over others.” 

In our gospel reading, this morning, we hear the awful 

story of how John the Baptist died. It’s awful in a variety 

of different ways.  

 

Here, we catch a glimpse of someone - a King - who feels 

that he has the right to rule over others… someone who 

feels entitled… someone who is greedy and yet also weak 

and pathetic… Someone who obviously holds on to his 

power through fear and spasms of violence… Someone 

who is in every way a predator who consumes those 

around him who are vulnerable. 

 

It would be nice to think that this is just a story of the past 

and that such things don’t happen much in our time… But 

we would be putting our heads in the sand. Make no 

mistake - this kind of leadership, and the violence that 

goes with it, continues in our day. The powerful continue 

to devour the vulnerable.  

 

Part of our calling as disciples in our time is to do what 

the early followers of Jesus did… Tell the stories of 

abusive leadership and call it by name. Tell the stories of 

how much pain and suffering happened because of these 

death-dealing ways.  



Speak the truth to power… And then tell the story of 

another path… tell the story of what can happen when 

dignity and respect is shown to every person… tell the 

story of how beautiful God’s creation is without our 

greedy consumption of it’s gifts… tell the story of what it 

is like for everyone to know that they belong - they have a 

part to play in God’s story… 

 

We must not bury our heads in the sand. There are plenty 

of King Herods in our day and age. And don’t be fooled. 

They are not just the leaders of the Taliban or African 

warlords or Colombian Drug Lords. No, they are right 

here in our North American society. Whether it be the 

business world, the big internet companies, politics, or 

right in our own community… they are there… full of 

greed and entitlement and ready to consume vulnerable 

people and ready to consume all the resources of God’s 

creation. 

 

Through our choices, and through our words, and through 

our actions, we are called to stand up say NO. No more 

Herods. It’s time to draw back the curtain they stand 

behind… it’s time to  reveal them and disempower them. 

Don’t let their happy colourful names and images fool 

you. They are not serving the common good, they are 

serving themselves.  

 



We are followers of Jesus because we know that love can 

overcome fear. We know that forgiveness can melt away 

anger. We know that sacrifice can bring into being new 

life. We know that the kingdom of God is nearer than you 

might think.  

 

This is the part that we are called to play in God’s story. 

But it’s going to take you and I, following in the way of 

Jesus, and raising our voices, to help this unfold in our 

time. 

 

Amen. 


