
Our mission is to love God, to love our neighbor as ourselves,  
and to nurture and strengthen our Christian faith. 

July 11, 2021 
   Presiding – Betsy Woolner 

Reflecting – Sheryl Schoenthaler  
                                                                                                                   .                                                                                                                                                           

We gather as a Christ-infused Community of Faith 

SEED OF MEDITATION    
The concept of Ubuntu says a person is a person through other persons.  

The Book of Joy by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu with Douglas Abrams, p. 60 

PRELUDE        Philip Glass: Etude No. 2        

WELCOME           

LIGHTING THE CANDLES        
Affirming and Right Relations Candle: May these candles remind us to respect and 
defend the wonderous diversity in which all people are created, and to honour the land 
we live on, the traditional territories of the people of Treaty 7 and of Métis Region 3. 

Christ Candle: May this candle remind us that the light of Christ is with us always; in 
the world, in the universe and in us. 

FOCUSING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP    
From the dawn of creation,  
God has called us by name.  
From before we are born,  
we are loved as God’s own.  
In the moments of joy,  
we are given God’s presence.  
In the seasons of struggle,  
God lavishes us with grace.  
Now, in this moment of worship,  
we are brought together as God’s people.  
Here in this sacred space,  
we are marked with God’s Spirit.  
Let us lift our heads and open our hearts. 
God is the ruler of glory. 
Come, let us worship. 



OPENING PRAYER 
Redeeming and Adopting God, you have welcomed us as your people and given us 
the privilege of being your beloved children. As we gather to worship you, give us clean 
hands and pure hearts to worship you fully, so that we may dance and sing 
unencumbered by the pressures of this world, but caught up in the power of your Spirit. 
Amen.  

HYMN    Come In, Come In and Sit Down (VU 395, vs 1,2,4) 

 Come in, come in and sit down, 
 you are a part of the family. 
 We are lost and we are found, 
 and we are a part of the family. 

1 You know the reason why you came, 
 yet no reason can explain; 
 so share in the laughter and cry in the pain, 
 for we are a part of the family.  R 

2 God is with us in this place, 
 like a mother's warm embrace. 
 We're all forgiven by God's grace, 
 for we are a part of the family.  R 
  
4 There's rest for the weary and health for us all; 
 there's a yoke that is easy, and a burden that's small. 
 So come in and worship and answer the call, 
 for we are a part of the family.  R 

READINGS       

Words from Scripture 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Voice 1: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 
He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 
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pleasure of his will, 

Voice 2: We are God’s own. 
 
Voice 1: to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.  

Voice 2: God’s grace is great. 

Voice 1: With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

Voice 2: Everything comes together in Jesus. 
 
Voice 1: In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel 
and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory. 

Voice 2: God has chosen us. 
 
Voice 1: In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit; 
this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the 
praise of his glory. 

Voice 2: We are God’s own. God’s grace is great. Everything comes together in 
Jesus. God has chosen us. We have received the Spirit. 

Contemporary Words  

A Reading from EMBERS: One Ojibway’s Meditations by Richard Wagamese. 

I’ve been considering the phrase “all my relations” for some time now. It’s hugely 
important. It’s our saving grace in the end. It points to the truth that we are all related, 
that we are all connected, that we all belong to each other. The most important word is 
“all.” Not just those who look like me, sing like me, pray like me or behave like me. ALL 
my relations. That means every person, just as it means every rock, mineral, blade of 
grass, and creature. We live because everything else does. If we were to choose 
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collectively to live that teaching, the energy of our change of consciousness would heal 
each of us—and heal the planet. 

REFLECTION  We Are All Family 

HYMN  Creating God, Your Fingers Trace - VU 265 (Tune VU 348) 

1 Creating God, your fingers trace 
 the bold designs of farthest space; 
 let sun and moon and stars and light 
 and what lies hidden praise your might. 

2 Sustaining God, your hands uphold 
 earth's mysteries known or yet untold; 
 let waters fragile blend with air, 
 enabling life, proclaim your care. 

3 Redeeming God, your arms embrace 
 all now despised for creed or race; 
 let peace, descending like a dove, 
 make known on earth your healing love. 

4 Indwelling God, your gospel claims 
 one family with a billion names; 
 let every life be touched by grace 
 until we praise you face to face. 

HONOURING OUR GIFTS    

God of abundant life, we offer our gifts with love in response to your great love 
for us. Fill us with the spirit of the risen Christ and inspire us to live in your way. 
Amen  

LITTLE GIFTS OF NEW LIFE – Donna Fallon 

DEDICATION PRAYER         

Gracious and generous God, we bring these gifts before you with joy and gratitude. 
Help them be distributed and used for the work of your church and the outreach of your 
people so that all may know themselves as beloved grace-filled children. Amen. 
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A TIME OF PRAYER         

Gracious and faithful God,  
you created all that we see and beyond.  
You carved the mountains and crafted the canyons,  
you gathered the storm clouds with rain and filled the oceans to the brim.  
You made the universe as an extension of your love  
and invited us to respond to it with praise to you.  
Within the vastness of the world,  
you still know the very hairs on our head and the concerns in our hearts.  
We lift those concerns to you today.  

We pray for those who are sick, in pain, searching for a diagnosis, and those who are 
nearing death.  

Pause. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
We pray for those who are out of work, unable to earn enough to feed their families 
and for those whose source of income is a source of anxiety or frustration. 
Pause. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
We pray for those who are living with mental illness, and those who are journeying 

through grief and loss.  
Pause. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
We pray for those who are uncertain about their future, those in the middle of conflict 
and burdened by oppression, and those losing hope for justice. 
Pause.  
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
We pray for those who feel lost, alone, afraid and at the end of their rope.  
Pause. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer.  
And we pray for ourselves, for our families, our friends, our church, and our country.  
Pause. 
Lord, in your mercy,  
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
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And now we pray together the prayer that Jesus taught us :   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
“Welcome to Amy Haynes”        

BLESSING and SENDING FORTH           
And now may you dance with joy in the presence of God, and may you know that you 
are God’s beloved, sealed in the Spirit, and claimed as God’s own so that you may 
serve God and your neighbour. Amen.  

Sharon Ballantyne, Gathering, LE 2021, page 6. Used with permission. 

HYMN : In Christ There Is No East Or West - VU 606 
1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
 in him no south or north, 
 but one great family of love 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 

2 In him shall true hearts everywhere 
 their high communion find; 
 his service is the golden cord 
 close binding humankind. 

3 Join hands, then, people of the faith, 
 whate'er your race may be; 
 all children of the living God 
 are surely kin to me. 

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
 in him meet south and north; 
 all Christ-like souls are one in him 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
     
POSTLUDE Philip Glass: Morning Passages     
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