
 

 

 

First United Church 

 
 

Sunday, July 11, 2021  10:30 a.m. 
 

Purpose:  Building Relationships, 
Living God’s Transforming Love. 

 
Gathering 

 
Prelude: “Jardins sur la Pluie” (Debussy)  [Leah Mezo-Willingham - piano]   
    
                  
Welcome and Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
 
Introit  Open Our Hearts”                                                                                            MV 21                                                              
 

 

• Call to Worship   
 
Morning has broken, a new day has dawned. 
And God’s people are filled with gratitude and called to offer praise. 
Every day, the heavens and the earth unfold their wonders. 
Every day, the heavens and the earth proclaim God’s artisanship. 
Every day, the heavens and the earth groan in travail. 
Every day, we are called not only to worship but to the work of restoration. 
Every day, the sun appears to rise to greet us and revive us. 
Every day, we can rise to the opportunity and challenge to value and assist 
in the unfolding of life, wholeness of life and abundance of life.   
Let us worship our God who calls us into wholeness and newness. 
 

• Hymn       “Called By Earth and Sky”                                        MV 135 
  

• Prayer of Approach    
 
Holy God, Great Spirit, Manitou, Creator, we worship you. 
How blessed we are that you have given us this earth as our home!  How humbled  
and honoured we are that you have called us to participate in the life of the universe  
as it evolves into fullness!  We marvel as the Psalmist did that “day unto day pours forth 
speech, and night unto night declares knowledge. There is no speech, there are no words  
Yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and the words to the end of the world.”   
Renew that calling in us this day to live with respect in creation, to see and sense your 
presence and transforming power everywhere.  Let us be lost in awe and live with the 
awareness that Shakespeare made note of:  “This our life, exempt from public haunt, finds 
tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, sermons in stones, and good in everything.”   
So we pray in the name of Jesus, the Christ.   Amen  
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Scripture Reading:     Psalm  104:1-31  (NRSV inclusive version) 

Herein is wisdom. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Ministry of Music:  “For the Beauty of the Earth” (Handbell Choir)  
 
 
Sermon “Mending and Tending Creation” 
 
 
Time of Offering 
 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Creator, Great Spirit, who has gifted us with life 
receive these gifts of ours in return with our gratitude as part of our discipleship  
through which we seek to serve your purposes.  Bless them and use them to bring  
hope, help, healing, and transforming power to others and to the world you continue  
to love.  May our lives continue to serve as channels for your grace, your mercy, 
and your ways of generating newness and wholeness of life.  So we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
Call to Prayer  “Cradle Me in Your Arms”                                           MV 91 
                                  
                         
Prayers of the People  
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kin(g)dom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kin(g)dom, the power and the glory, 

            forever and ever.  Amen 
 
 

• Hymn  “Touch the Earth Lightly”                                         VU  307 
    

    

• Commissioning and Blessing 
  
 
Postlude “The Heavens Declare the Glory of the Lord”  (Marcello) 
 
 
 

2 


