
2 Corinthians 12:1–10 (ESV) 
 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be 
gained by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the 
Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago 
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know 
that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in 
the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—
 4 and he heard things that cannot be told, which man 
may not utter. 5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but on 
my own behalf I will not boast, except of my  
weaknesses— 6 though if I should wish to boast, I would 
not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I  
refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than 

he sees in me or hears from me. 7 So to keep me from 
becoming conceited because of the surpassing  
greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the 
flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me 
from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with 
the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said 
to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I 
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,  
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong.  
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INTRODUCTION:   

 

 

1.  Identify the thorns 

  

  
 
 

2.  Understand the thorns  

  
 “Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.”  2 Corinthians 12:8 
 
 
 
 
 “So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was 
 given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited.”   
                2 Corinthians 12:7 
 
 
 
 

Does God Call Us Into Storms?  



3.  Embrace the thorns 

 
 “8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, ‘My grace is  
 sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’”  2 Corinthians 12:8‒9 
 
 
 
 
 “And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
 from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.’”  Matthew 26:39 
 
 
 
 
 “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  2 Corinthians 12:9 
 
 
 
 
 “Let us with one heart and soul, humbly but confidently, commit our cause to God and ask his aid, that we may 
 valiantly defend the right as it is given to us to see it.”  — King George VI 
 
 
 
 
 “Before any of us can function with maximum efficiency . . . somehow we have got to touch rock bottom, to 
 have our souls stripped of every relic of self and self-trust and left absolutely bare and naked, so that it has 
 simply got to be God then, or we are done! It is the men who, out of that despair, have flung themselves on 
 Christ for help, on whom the energizing Spirit of Christ comes like a passion.  It is when a soul, beaten and  
 broken down into helplessness, has made its utter God-surrender, that it rises into the power of an endless life.  
 And whatever burden or handicap it is that bears you down, it is a blessed thing, if it casts you into the arms of 
 God.”    — James Stewart 
 
 
 
 

4. Boast in your thorns 
 
 “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 
 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For 
 when I am weak, then I am strong.”  2  Corinthians 12:9‒10 


