
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 9, 2021 
 
 

Dear friends, 
 

It has been just over six-months since our last in-person worship on Christmas Day.  At 
long last we are able to come together again within the walls of St. John’s to pray and to 
praise.  Our diocese moved to the “Amber” stage of the In This Together pandemic plan 

on July 6, and our Pandemic Task Force is working to get everything ready to welcome 
you back starting Sunday, July 18 at 8am and 10am. 

 
There are some changes to the protocols since we were last together.  Some restrictions 

have eased, while other things remain the same.  We are all used to the “new normal” of 
physical distancing and masks now.  Enclosed is an updated “Welcome Back” brochure 
with the details.  If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact a member of 

the PTF, a member of Parish Council or the clergy.  We will be happy to help. Above all, 
let us be patient and gentle with one another as we navigate our return.   

 
We welcome the Rev’d Robert Sicard to our clergy team.  Bob is a transitional deacon in 
formation for ordination to the priesthood.  At the conclusion of his internship with us 

earlier this spring, Bishop Parker appointed him as the full-time Assistant Curate at St. 
John’s until December 31, 2021.  A copy of the letter of appointment is available on our 

website.  Many of you have seen and heard Bob during our on-line liturgies, and he is 
looking forward to meeting you all in person in the coming months.  Please be sure to 
welcome him when you get a chance.  During his time at St. John’s, Bob will be focusing 

on pastoral care, fellowship and liturgical files.   
 

The parish office will re-open starting Monday, July 12 and Louise will be available Monday 
– Friday from 9am until 12noon as before.  We are encouraged to limit persons in the 
building to essential workers only, and so ask if you need to visit the office to call ahead.  

Contact tracing information will be gathered and masks must be worn while in the 
building. 

 
As with last autumn, I want to assure those who are not comfortable returning to in-
person worship that on-line and recorded services will continue, including nightly 

Compline.  An updated lectionary list and short form of daily prayer is enclosed as a 
resource to your own personal devotions.   
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At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who 

is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’  He called a 

child, whom he put among them, and said, ‘Truly I tell 

you, unless you change and become like children you 

will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever 

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.’

 Matthew 18.1-5 



 

 
 
 

At this time, funerals and weddings may be conducted from the church, following the 
same protocols as in person worship, and we will look to schedule baptisms in the coming 

months. 
 
During our time apart, St. John’s has continued to engage and embrace the wider 

community.  Our Community Dinner on Delivery has prepared and delivered over 100 
delicious and nutritious dinners each month.  On May 26, the Vestry of St. John’s 

approved the establishment of a new post-secondary education scholarship for a graduate 
of Smiths Falls District Collegiate Institute.  In June of this year, Julianna Bennett was 

awarded the first St. John’s Memorial Scholarship.  Julianna has been accepted at Queen’s 
University and will be starting her Bachelor of Sciences degree this September.  She is the 
first in her family to go to university. 

 
On June 21, members of our Reconciliation Working Group put together a beautiful on-line 

service to mark the National Indigenous Day of Prayer.  This service is available for 
viewing on our parish website under the Resources section.  Our orange ribbon heart, 
installed by Emily Duberville will remain in place until September 30 as a reminder of the 

Anglican Church’s commitment to reconciliation with First Nations, Innuit and Métis of this 
land, begun back in August 1993 with Archbishop Michael Peers apology for the church’s 

role in the Indian Residential School system.  Jesus taught his disciples that whoever is 
humble like the child he had put in their midst is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  
Good humility – kingdom of heaven humility – means acknowledging our own faults, our 

lack of understanding, our unconscious bias and seek to recognize the dignity and the 
worth of each of God’s children.  May we continue to walk this path of reconciliation. 

 
Lastly, questionnaires went out at the end of June regarding our diocesan-wide Shape of 
Parish Ministries Consultation.  Please take the time to prayerfully complete the 

questionnaire and submit your responses through one of the avenues listed. 
 

I am very grateful to you all, the saints of the church, for your prayers, financial support 
and kindness to one another as we start our journey out of the pandemic.  I am looking 
forward to connecting with people in person as we enter this next stage.  It will be very 

good to see you again. 
 

I remain yours in the love of Christ, 
 

 
 

The Reverend Canon Catherine Ascah   
catherine-ascah@ottawa.anglican.ca 

(613) 859-4962 
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