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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 
Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on this Seventh Sunday after 
Pentecost.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge at the Church of 
The Advent during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “The word is very near you; it is in your 
mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP #381 “Praise My Soul the King of Heaven”  
(Text: Henry Lyte {1793-1847}, alt. Music: John Goss {1800-1880}.) 
 

  Praise my soul, the King of heaven; to his feet your tribute bring. 
  Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing. 
  Alleluia, alleluia, praise the everlasting King. 
 
  Praise him for his grace and favour to our forebears in distress. 
  Praise him, still the same forever, slow to chide and swift to bless. 
  Alleluia, alleluia, glorious in his faithfulness. 
 

Frails as summer’s flowers we flourish, blows the wind, and see it gone. 
But, while mortals rise and perish, God endures unchanging on. 
Alleluia, alleluia, praise the high eternal one. 
 
Angels, help us to adore him, you behold him face to face. 
Sun and moon bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia, praise with us the God of grace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  (From the Lutheran Book of Worship) 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us 
to receive it with joy, live according to its truth, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless 
until they find their rest in you. May we find peace in your service, and in the world to come, 
see you face to face, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel   
 
Song: MV # 92 “Like a Rock”  
(Text: Keri K. Wehlander; Music: Linnea Good. Text and Music ©1999 Borealis Music.) 

 
  Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet 

Like the starry night skies God is over our head 
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before 
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is with God evermore. 

 
Psalm: 24 (BAS Pg. 732)  
 
1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, * 
the world and all who dwell therein. 
 
2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas * 
and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 
 
3 “Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? * 
and who can stand in his holy place?” 
 
 
 



4 “Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, * 
who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, 
nor sworn by what is a fraud. 
 
5 They shall receive a blessing from the Lord * 
and a just reward from the God of their salvation.” 
 
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, * 
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 
 
7 Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 
and the King of glory shall come in. 
 
8 “Who is this King of glory?” * 
“The Lord, strong and mighty, 
the Lord, mighty in battle.” 
 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 
and the King of glory shall come in. 
 
10 “Who is he, this King of glory?” * 
“The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory.” 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his 
children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his 
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also 
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set 
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as 
God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
 



For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP #371 “To God Be the Glory”  
(Text: Fanny Crosby {1820-1915}. Alt.; rev. The Book of Praise, 1997 © 1996 The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
Music: William Howard Doane {1832-1915}.)  

   
  To God be the glory, who great things has done! 
  God so loved the world, freely sending the Son, 
  Who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
  And opened the life gate that all may go in.  
 
  Refrain:  

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear God’s voice. 
  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! 
  O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
  And give God the glory, who great things has done! 
   
  O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
  To every believer the promise of God, 
  That when the offender, repenting, believes, 
  Through Jesus’ atonement, God’s pardon receives.  Refrain 
 
  Great things God has taught us, great things God has done, 
  And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son: 
  But purer and higher and greater will be 
  Our wonder, our gladness when Jesus we see!  Refrain 
 

Gospel: Mark 6: 14-29 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, ‘John the 
baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.’ 
But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.’ 
But when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.’  
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on 
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had 
been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ And Herodias had a 
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing 



that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his 
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his 
daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to 
the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, 
‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.’ She went out and said to her 
mother, ‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’ Immediately she 
rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want you to give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.’ The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the 
guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with 
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a 
platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard 
about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People – July 11, 2021 
 

I will end each petition with; we pray 
Please respond with; Hear us, good Lord 

 
 As one people called by God, let us pray,  
 
We say we are not prophets, Lord, nor the children of prophets; yet we are your witnesses. That 
we may be faithful witnesses,  

we pray:  Hear us, good Lord. 



You have called us and joined us into one body, the church, to hear the cries of the world and to 
read the signs of our time, to speak where silence needs breaking, to comfort when terror 
threatens, to support where courage falters, to risk when fear controls. That you may work in us 
the prophet's vision and power,  

we pray: Hear us, good Lord. 
 
The world waits in need, O God. When peace seems within grasp, it somehow slips away. When 
crops in one nation flourish, famine reigns in another. When technology masters a new frontier, 
old problems rise to plague it. When chemicals serve our human needs, the environment suffers 
pollution. While medicines cure the gravest ills, diseases still destroy us. That you will help us in 
our need, 

we pray:  Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Help us to understand the complexity of life. Help us to learn from the forces we seek to 
overcome. Help us trust you. That you will bring our waiting to an end,  

we pray:  Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Eternal God, you send us on a journey, as you have sent others before us, to anoint, to heal, to 
comfort, to cast out demons. For each person in need this day, we pray for the gentle touch of 
another's caring hand. We pray for those who have asked us to pray for them, and we pray for 
those who need our prayers and have no one to pray for them. We pray for Bill, Christopher, 
Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Jamie, Dimas, Kian, and Sierra.  Lavish the riches of your grace upon them, 
as you have promised. To you, O Healer,  

we pray:  Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, bless all who serve in our Military and all our first responders, police, and all 
who put their lives in jeopardy every day to protect us.  Protect them as they are tasked in our 
communities or around the world.  Keep them in Your loving hands and return them safely to 
their families. 

we pray:  Hear us, good Lord. 
 

Creator of the world, sustainer of the church, hear our prayers, accept the praise and thanks of 
our worship, and grant us that which makes us whole, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.        



 May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will; working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry:  
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP #577 “God of Grace and God of Glory”  
(Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick {1878-1969}, alt. Music: John Hughes {1873-1932} © Reprinted by permission of Ms. 
C.A. Webb.) 
 

  God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power, 
  Now fulfill your church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flower. 
  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, 

For the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo, the hosts of evil round us scorn your Christ, assail his ways. 
Fear and doubts too long have bound us; free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, 

   For the living of these days. 
 
 



  Cure your children’s waring madness. Bend our pride to your control. 
Shame our wanton selfish gladness, rich in goodness and poor in soul.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 
Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 
 
Set our feet on lofty places; grid our lives that they may be 
Armoured with all Christ-like graces in the fight for liberty. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we fail ourselves and thee, 
Lest we fail ourselves and thee. 

 
Commissioning: Loving Creator, your mercy fills the earth and shows us your grace and love for 
all creation. Hear the prayers of everyone in need, from every race, every people, and every 
nation. Turn our hearts to caring for those we may not see as being our neighbours, so that we 
love them as your Son, Jesus Christ loved all humankind. This we pray through our Saviour and 
Lord.  Amen. 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for The Episcopal Church in the Philippines. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S. Peter & S. Paul, Esquimalt, & Diocese of Kootenay. 

In the Selkirk Region for S. Mary of the Incarnation, Metchosin. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Christopher, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Barb, Jaimie,  

Dimas, Joan, Barb, Carol Ann, Garry, Bill, Kian, Sierra, & Mona. 
For Hazel Birtwistle and her family. Let light perpetual shine upon her. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   


