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Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place the it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively 
send an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

God’s Word: We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect on what God has 
been saying to you, and to discuss it with your family, friends and children. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. If you are a 
visitor, please grab a free barista made coffee (available most mornings). We would love to meet 
you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents with 
infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service for 
high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children, and we 
have a crèche for ages 1-5 at the end of the main hallway. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

WELCOME 

PAUL IN ATHENS 

Acts 17:15-34 

15 Those who escorted Paul brought him as far as Athens, and after receiving instructions for Silas and 

Timothy to come to him as quickly as possible, they departed. 

 

PAUL IN ATHENS 

16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed when he saw that the city was 

full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with those who worshiped God, as 

well as in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean 

and Stoic philosophers also debated with him. Some said, “What is this ignorant show-off trying to say?  

 

Others replied, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign deities” — because he was telling the good news 

about Jesus and the resurrection. 

Continued on next page... 
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19 They took him and brought him to the Areopagus, and said, “May we learn about this new teaching 

you are presenting? 20 Because what you say sounds strange to us, and we want to know what these 

things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners residing there spent their time on nothing 

else but telling or hearing something new. 

 

THE AREOPAGUS ADDRESS 

22 Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said, “People of Athens! I see that you are extremely 

religious in every respect. 23 For as I was passing through and observing the objects of your worship, I 

even found an altar on which was inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God.’ Therefore, what you worship in ig-

norance, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it — he is Lord of 

heaven and earth — does not live in shrines made by hands. 25 Neither is he served by human hands, 

as though he needed anything, since he himself gives everyone life and breath and all things. 26 From 

one man he has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has determined their appoint-

ed times and the boundaries of where they live. 27 He did this so that they might seek God, and per-

haps they might reach out and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 For in him we live 

and move and have our being, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also his off-

spring.’ 29 Since, then, we are God’s offspring, we shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or 

silver or stone, an image fashioned by human art and imagination. 

 

30 “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people everywhere 

to repent, 31 because he has set a day when he is going to judge the world in righteousness by the 

man he has appointed. He has provided proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 

 

32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some began to ridicule him, but others said, 

“We’d like to hear from you again about this.” 33 So Paul left their presence. 34 However, some peo-

ple joined him and believed, including Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others 

with them. -- Acts 17:15-34 (CSB) 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

GIVING 

In our church we have 2 offerings every Sunday. The first offering goes toward the ministry of this con-

gregation. The second offering goes toward various ministry organisations we support. If you would like 

to support this work you can do so in a few different ways:  

In church giving: Simply add your offering to the offering bag. 

Bank Transfer: BSB: 063 167 Acc: 1015 8356.              For the Deacons BSB: 063167 Acc. 1015 8372 

Via Church App: Online or via our church app: https://wpcrc.org.au/give  

1) What do you think about Paul saying so little about Jesus in his speech to the council of the Are-
opagus?Do you think that’s specific to that situation, or is it a principle for us to use too? 

2) When do you think it would be appropriate to explain Jesus in your first talk with an unbeliever? 
3) The Athenian population was worried about offending their many gods and getting punished by 

them.  Australians who only have a vague idea of god aren’t worried.  How does this change what 
we could say to help them take their first step? 

4) The Stoics on the council believed in a “world soul” or spiritual life force – as do many Australi-
ans.  Discuss how Paul started where they were at.  And how did he move on from there to the 
true God? 

5) 1/3 of Australians either know nothing at all about God, or have dismissed what they’ve 
heard.  Like them, the Epicureans on the council were materialists, indulging in sensual desires 
and trusting in science.  What do you think they heard from Paul’s speech?  Is that any help in 
talking to this 1/3 of Australians? 

6) Think of someone you know, who knows nothing about God but might be interested to hear 
briefly about why you believe in God.  What sort of things might you say to them now? 

7) Think of someone you know who believes in a vague god, a spirit world, a spiritual life force or a 
non-Christian religion.  If they’re interested to hear briefly about why you believe in God, what 
sort of things might you say to them now? 

8) Dionysius evidently wanted to hear more from Paul about God.  What do you think Paul might 
have said in his next conversation with Dionysius?  (ie what was the second step towards faith?) 

https://wpcrc.org.au/give


 DIARY 
WHAT’S HAPPENING  

Sunday 11 July 
10:00 am  Worship Service  

4.00 pm Zoom for Youth (Online) 
Thursday 15 July 

10:00 am—11:30 am WWOW Bible study at church 

Joke Vanderveen 8 July 

Lisa Wildenboer 10 July 

Heather Linde 10 July 

Ben Remminga 10 July 

Lizet Kritzinger 11 July 

Louwtjie Nel 16 July 

Pauline Faber 17 July 

Isaac Organtzoglou 20 July 

Lize Szarek 22 July 

Tabitha Remminga 28 July 

AN EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Experienced printer required for a label printing company in Bayswater. MUST have 

experience in Flexographic/Letterpress label printing. Contact Gerry 

Herft  gerry@power2print.com.au  for further information.  

mailto:gerry@power2print.com.au


As required by Victoria Health we need to keep a 
record of who has been attending the church ser-
vice. We have set up a QR code that you can scan 
when you arrive at church on which your basic 
information will be captured securely onto a form 
in Elvanto.  

We will only use or disclose your check-in infor-
mation for coronavirus (COVID-19) contact trac-
ing.  Your data will then be deleted after 28 days. 
Your details won't be used for marketing or other 
purposes. 

We will also have some volunteers with iPads to assist people who are unable to check in using their 
phones. It may take a bit of time to get everyone through the process so please try to be a bit earlier at 
church than what you would normally be. 

On Monday the 3rd of May, I received a couple of calls regarding a 
request for help from a local mission. 
 
The Dining Room Mission or TDR Mission, (www.tdrmission.org.au,) 
is a local community meal service providing food to homeless peo-
ple and to struggling families. They run every Tuesday evening from 
5:30 -7:00 and are located in the back hall of the St John the Divine 
Anglican Church, Toorak Avenue, Croydon. They have been running 
this service since 2005. 

 Mike and I visited TDR Mission on Tuesday the 4th of May. We 
spoke to Jack Merx. He indicated that what he was looking for was a 
team of people from our congregation to prepare two course meals 
(main meal and dessert)  for approximately 60 people,  once a month. We would need to make simple 
meals that could be heated or reheated on the fourth Tuesday night of every month, and the meals 
would be packaged and served hot to whomever comes in. Because of Covid at the moment there is not 
the opportunity to sit down in the hall to eat the meals, the people that came in took enough for them-
selves and their families and ate them at home or in their cars etc. 
 
The Deacons and I would love to hear from you and gauge whether we can get enough commitment 
from the congregation to join the TDR Mission. 
For us, this will be a very practical way of service in our local community. It is also a form of equipping us 
to step out in faith and proclaim Christ. 
 
I sincerely look forward to hearing from you all. My email is vanveen.joyce@gmail.com and my phone 
number is 0409199840. 

Yours in Christs name 
 
Joy van Veen 
on behalf of the WPCRC Diaconate. 

http://www.tdrmission.org.au/
mailto:vanveen.joyce@gmail.com


The Newsletter team is looking for another volunteer!   

Unfortunately one of our team members is unable to continue as part of the team and we are 

looking for a replacement.  Full training will be given and you don’t need to be a computer wizz 

to join.  You  will only be rostered on for two weeks out of six and we are flexible to change ros-

ters 





At Long Hollow Baptist Church in Hendersonville, Tennessee, 1,048 people have been baptized since 
Sunday, December 20, following nearly a year of what senior pastor Robby Gallaty described as 
“silence and solitude” in his own life. During a recent Zoom conversation Gallaty said “I began sitting 
with the Lord for 10 months. Then, finally, on December 15, 2020, I’m on the porch, and I hear as 
clear as day these words in my head, ‘Spontaneous baptism.’” Gallaty said “First of all, I had never 
done nor seen spontaneous baptism.  I’d heard of abuses of spontaneous baptism. But I was obedi-
ent.” The following Sunday was the lowest attended service in his five-year tenure at Long Hollow. The 
country was, after all, still in the throes of a pandemic and Tennessee was seeing a spike in COVID-19 
infections at the time. 
Gallaty said it felt as if everything was working against what he was confident God had so clearly in-
structed him to do. On that Sunday in December, 99 people were baptized. “I’d never seen anything 
like it before in my life,” the pastor said, adding he assumed that must have been the end of the 
“revival” he sought after, until he returned to his porch once again that night. As he sat outside his 
house that Sunday evening the Lord showed him, ‘These are the heavy raindrops, Robby, before the 
torrential downpour that’s coming.’” Gallaty then reached out to his fellow ministry leaders at Long 
Hollow and, on the following Tuesday, just three days before Christmas, the church hosted a baptism-
only service where another 81 people showed up. It was at that point, the preacher said, that things 
“got really out of control.” 
People who had been watching Long Hollow online began traveling to the Hendersonville church and 
its two satellite campuses, even though Gallaty said he “never encouraged” anyone to board a plane 
to Tennessee. Though the vast majority of those baptized are locals attending Long Hollow, the people 
who came from out of state told Gallaty they “felt compelled by the Holy Spirit” to travel to Hender-
sonville. In less than four months, Long Hollow has seen the baptisms of more than 1,000 people from 
15 different states. Each has either been plugged into community groups at Long Hollow or have been 
encouraged to seek discipleship in their hometowns. Long Hollow baptized 162 people in 2018 and 
222 in 2019. “It’s a genuine pulling and tugging of the Holy Spirit,” the pastor explained. 
Such a spiritual awakening would not have been possible without the dull spark that eventually lit the 
flame. The transformation taking place at Long Hollow is only possible, Gallaty admitted, because he 
was convicted to deal with the sin in his own life: pride, jealousy, and arrogance he said he wasn’t 
even aware had taken up residence in his heart. Left unchecked, though, “jealousy in the pastoral 
ministry becomes one of the greatest sins we all suffer with.” “I went to the porch every night to sit 
with the Lord, thinking that He was going to fix the problems in my church,” the preacher said. “I said, 
‘Lord, you fix the problems in my staff, in the Church, among the deacons. And here’s what the Lord 
showed me. About two months in, God showed me, ‘The problem is not with your church. It’s not 
with your staff. The problem is you. You’re the problem.’” 
Gallaty said his recent journey with the Lord has also given him a richer and deeper understanding of 
prayer. He described prayer as “the wood stacking for the fire that burns on the weekend,” referring 
to corporate worship on Sundays. “I’m convinced prayer births revival and revival births prayer,” Gal-
laty said. But for so many believers, both new and old, prayer is a difficult thing, a practice that, for 
various reasons, feels, at times, so mystifying and confounding. It shouldn’t be that way, though. 
“When people say to me, ‘I don’t know how to pray,’ or, ‘I can’t pray,’ I tell them, ‘Well, if you know 
how to talk to people, you know how to talk to God,’” Gallaty said. “Prayer is simply a dialogue. For 
some of us, the dialogue is one-sided, so most of our prayer time with God is a laundry list of ideas for 
God to rubber stamp in order for me to be blessed.” 
 

ARTICLE 

Continued on next page... 



Seeking God's Face: The Priority of Prayer 

The cultural pressure against a distinctive Christian lifestyle is growing and the secular worldview 
is seeping into Christian thinking. So now more than ever, we need to pray - and we need to talk 
about prayer: its privilege and necessity, and the obstacles to prayer. We need to remember the 
great promise that God hears our prayers as it were from the lips of his own Son. Join TGCA Vic-
toria as we gather in person to recover the priority of prayer, and to pray for our churches, city, 
and nation! 
 
On Wednesday 14 July 2021 at 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
LOCATION 
RTC Australia 
Level 3, 221 Queen Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000 

REGISTER AT: https://trybooking.com/BSMDA 
 

“For most of us, prayer has been boring, mundane and routine,” he added. While there are times 
when it is a dialogue, and there are certainly instances when it feels like a monologue on our part. 
Gallaty said there are also moments of complete silence on both sides. He equated those instances 
to when he and   
 
his wife, Kandi, take the 20-minute drive into Nashville. Sometimes, the minister said, he and his 
wife don’t talk at all. Instead, they just enjoy being together. “There are times when we take that 20
-minute drive, and we don’t have to talk,” Gallaty said. “We just sit in the car together, and here’s 
what it is: we’re just enjoying one another’s presence and just being in her presence is enough for 
me.” It was out of that “silence and solitude,” that came revival at Long Hollow. 
Source: Faithwire 

Continued from previous page... 
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 “God does nothing but by prayer, and everything with it.” John Wesley 
  
As we go into the coming week let us daily pray; 
That we will be Jesus’ hands and feet, feet that go to the suffering and hands that wrap around them 
as we comfort them. 
  
The Lord is near the brokenhearted; He saves those crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:18 CSB) 
  
 Praise the Lord and give thanks to him for being the God of all comfort and the One who grants us 

the peace that is beyond all understanding. 
 Please pray for Mia & Hennie van Wyk whose good friend Herman passed away in South Africa 

earlier this week, pray for his wife Hetta and family. 
 Please continue to pray for Peter Krins and the Krins family that they may know the hand of God 

comforting them. 
 Please continue to pray for Martie Schachtner, Gretchen Fourie, Joke vander Veen and others in 

our congregation who are struggling with cancer and its effects. 
 Please pray for Chris and Sarah Pretorius and their children, pray that they may be refreshed and 

reinvigorated during their break. 
 Pray for God’s people throughout our land that in all circumstance we may be shining lights of 

hope. 
 Continue to pray for our nation and its leaders that they may come to know the God who has all 

things in his hands and learn to rely on him for wisdom. 
  
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Mozambique. Conflict in the northern Mozambique province 
of Cabo Delgado that began in 2017 has now forced nearly 700,000 people from their homes. Around 
43% of the 700,000 people displaced by the violence are children, according to the United Nations. 
Conditions in Cabo Delgado have “seriously deteriorated” over the past year, affecting children 
“disproportionately” as nearly 3,000 people have been killed and over 800,000 displaced since the vio-
lent insurgency began according to a report. The last 12 months of Mozambique’s Islamic insurgency 
has escalated due to increased armed conflict on villages and district capital towns, leading to casual-
ties and “grave violations” against children. Amy Lamb, director of communications for Open Doors, 
told The Christian Post that the “fresh wave of violence” in Mozambique has had a “devastating” toll. 
Lamb said that for the first time, Mozambique was added to the World Watch List as being among the 
most persecuted countries “because of the fresh wave of violence coming into Mozambique primarily 
driven by radical jihadist extremists.” A March attack on Palma, a town in the northeast of Mozam-
bique, led to an estimated 68,000 displaced people. Many children affected by this attack were or-
phaned or separated from their parents as they fled. The south-eastern African country is home to 
about 17 million Christians, which is over 50% of the population. Lamb said it’s also home to one of the 
fastest-growing evangelical populations in the world. “Because of the rise in Christianity we’re seeing 
jihadist groups infiltrate the area who are affiliated with Islamic State, al Shabab, Boko Haram, and al 
Qaeda,” Lamb explained. 
“They are coming together in order to expand their territories throughout the African continent, and 
their goal is really to eradicate Christianity from this territory and, unfortunately, in some ways, it’s 
working,” she continued. “Even specifically from this northern part of Mozambique, an estimated 
700,000 people have fled the region, and those who remain, including women, children, families, are 
facing starvation even if they’re spared from violence.” Lamb said Christians in Mozambique are espe-
cially targeted with violence and believes the government contributes to this. “There is a great deal of  

PRAYER POINTS 



instability, and there can even be some anti-Christian antipathy at the government level,” Lamb said. 
“So the government of Mozambique is not helping because there are some of those antipathies even 
at the highest level, so when it’s pervasive at the lower level, it’s combining into a perfect storm.” The 
report also offers recommendations and said the U.N. and international community “must, without de-
lay,” support the establishment of peace and address underlying causes of the conflict. In March, the 
U.S. Army Green Berets were deployed to Mozambique to train Mozambican marines to counter the 
violent insurgency that has led to children as young as 12 years old being beheaded. Lamb agrees that 
the situation requires the international community’s attention and said the Islamic State is struggling to 
gain a hold of the entire region in what she believes is “the greatest wave of Islamic violence” in the 
modern era. 
“It should be a matter of grave concern for the international community because it is an indication that 
there is an emerging caliphate throughout the sub-Saharan African region,” she said. “What’s so con-
cerning is these groups are organizing together to create what’s essentially a new Islamic State 
throughout the entire region,” Lamb continued. “So that is deeply concerning, not just from a religious 
freedom standpoint, but also from a democracy standpoint. We have this one group of incredibly vio-
lent extremists who are saying, ‘we’re going to take over.” Lamb called on Christians worldwide to pray 
for their Brothers and Sisters in Christ who have been displaced. “Pray for God’s intervention in the vi-
olent attacks, and as rapidly as we have seen this wave of violence rise, that we would see it decline 
just as fast,” Lamb added. 
Source: Christian Post 

Families (particularly with teens) are encouraged to attend the next State Family Equip service on the 
18th of July at One Hope Community Church in Scoresby, VIC. 5pm - 7:30pm with a discipleship work-
shop + FREE dinner follow the service. There are four of these services a year that are hosted by differ-

ent CRCA churches.  



 Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Tim Gray 

timothygray000@gmail.com 
0448 660 291 

  
Wednesday Nights (Online) 

Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
  

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Sunday afternoons (Afrikaans in person) 
Contact: Lourens Geldenhuys 

insightabs@bigpond.com 
0409 990 398 

  
Monday Nights (currently online) 

Contact Peter Williams 
pw4@live.com.au 

0431 500 006 
  

Wednesday Nights 
(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 
kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 

0450 012 177 
  

Wednesday Nights (In person) 
Contact: Lynette Pretorius 

pretorius.lynette@gmail.com 
0423 889 912 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 
 

Jack Organtzoglou  

0403 377 559 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Kasha Schubert  

0450 012 177 
 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

Michelle Organtzoglou  

0488 777 517 
 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 
 

Ina Du Plessis 

0425 833 596 

https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=9ebdeb61-794a-42ba-bdfb-a8a963722f54
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=e67cfce6-f8e1-44ad-b6cc-509b313d4a4c
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=0ba9f6f2-3946-48a1-83d7-0c40749f74ff
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=a479ed3f-fcad-47e1-b398-d428fc1e9f31
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=81c08fc4-cb0f-4079-8abc-a689788110ac
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=3e8fad87-18b1-44b9-bcb6-4dcd56f36747
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=aac7a2b9-a49a-11e6-bd2b-0219ad55c99b


CONNECT WITH US 

 

 

Newsletter Editors 

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Gina Herft 

0411 694 316  

 

Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 

 

Child Safe Coordinator 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 

 

 

Prayer Ministry 

prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808 

 

Music Ministry 

Mia Van Wyk 

0420 817 800 

 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Nicky Bester 

0439 084 987 

 

Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 

0499 230 872 

 

Crèche ministry 

Abigail Remminga 

0497 370 820 

 

GEMS  

(primary aged girls group) 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 

 

Kids Hope Coordinator 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

 

CAP Money Course 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 14 

 

Pastor 

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Youth Pastor 

Tim Gray 

0448 660 291 

youth@wpcrc.org.au 
 

Chairman and Worship Services 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Finance 

Lourens Geldenhuys 

0409 990 398 
 

Growth Groups 

Jack Organtzoglou  

0403 377 559 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 

 

Sandra Stork 

0418 592 206  

 

Lizet Kritzinger  

0405 762 190  

 

Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  

 

 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 

offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

ADMINISTRATION 

Session Clerk & Church  

Administrator  

Currently vacant 

clerk@wpcrc.org.au   

admin@wpcrc.org.au 

connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

mailto:prayer@wpcrc.org.au
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=9ebdeb61-794a-42ba-bdfb-a8a963722f54
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=e67cfce6-f8e1-44ad-b6cc-509b313d4a4c
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=0ba9f6f2-3946-48a1-83d7-0c40749f74ff

