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Theme:  With God's help, we can overcome antagonism. 
 
Text:  Luke 9:51-56 
 
Here’s a thought from A.W. Tozer:  “It will require a determined heart and more 
than a little courage to wrench ourselves loose from the grip of our times.” 
 
I put a poster with a hand holding a stamp saying “REJECT” on the ceiling 
above my bed when I was 13.  I thought it was cool and funny.  My mom, 
however, was not amused so she made me take it down.  Now I can see why.  
Being labelled a “reject” is neither cool nor funny.  Mom didn’t want this to be 
the first message I read when I woke up in the morning and to be the last 
message I read when I went to bed at night.  She knew – and now I know – that 
the world can be cruel.  We need to know that despite what some people think, 
say and do we are loved, accepted and approved by the One who made us, who 
died for us and who wants to spend eternity with us. 
 
A page from the diary of John Wesley, a great preacher of the 1700s and the 
founder of the Methodist Church, reads as follows: 
 Sunday morning, May 5, preached in St. Ann's, was asked not to come 

back anymore. 
 Sunday p.m., May 5, preached at St. John's, deacons said, "Get out and 

stay out." 
 Sunday a.m., May 12, preached at St. Jude's, can't go back there either. 
 Sunday p.m., May 12, preached at St. George's, kicked out again. 
 Sunday a.m., May 19, preached at St. somebody else's, deacons called a 

special meeting and said I couldn't return. 
 Sunday p.m., May 19, preached on the street, kicked off the street. 
 Sunday a.m., May 26, preached in meadow, chased out of meadow as a 

bull was turned loose during the services. 
 Sunday a.m., June 2, preached out at the edge of town, kicked off the 

highway. 
 Sunday p.m., June 2, afternoon service, preached in a pasture, 10,000 

people came to hear me. 
 
In Luke 9:51-56 we learn of the right and wrong ways to handle rejection: 
 51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 



 

resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, 
who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the 
people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 
"Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?" 55 
But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56 and they went to another 
village. NIV 

 
Jesus shows us how to carry on despite opposition: 

Know Destination (Luke 9:51) 
 

 
 
This Bible text marks the beginning of a different phase in Jesus' ministry.  He 
had generated a lot of enthusiasm, but this was about to change.  His 
popularity was waning because He refused to be a military leader and establish 
an independent kingdom of Israel, free from the tyranny of the Romans.  
Replacing that popularity would be the growing hostility of the religious 
leaders. 
 
The time of Jesus' death was rapidly approaching.  Knowing this full well, 
Jesus “steadfastly set out for Jerusalem.”  The key to His ability to handle 
rejection was His identity and mission, thoroughly shaped by a relationship 
with His Heavenly Father.  Jesus knew that His Father loved Him, that He was 
valued by Him.  He also knew His purpose in life - He had come to earth to die 
for our sins.  Because of His understanding of who He was and where He was 
going, He could turn toward Jerusalem and face all the hardship and ugliness 
that was before Him. 
 
Do you know what the Heavenly Father thinks of when He sees you?  He sees 
you as His creation, made in His image.  He loves you just the way you are.  If 
you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, He now sees Jesus in you 
when He looks at you.  He no longer sees your sin and your weakness, He sees 
Jesus.  It is critically important to your ability to handle rejection to grasp this 
truth. 
 
Do you know where you are going?  Do you know your mission in life?  Your 
dogged determination to fulfill this mission will come from a firm conviction in 
who you are and where you are going.  No amount of rejection will deter you 
from moving on! 
 
Jesus shows us how to carry on despite opposition: 



 

Know Destination 

Sow Cooperation (Luke 9:52) 
 

 
 
The Samaritans believed in: 

• One God 

• The Law or Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible), but they did not 
have the writings of the Prophets 

• Moses the prophet and his return as a restorer (similar to the Jews' belief in 
the coming Messiah) 

• The coming day of judgment. 
 
You might be interested to know that by 1919, there were only 141 Samaritans 
left.  Today they number more than 800, with half living in Holon (south of Tel 
Aviv) and the other half on Mount Gerizim 
(https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20180828-the-last-of-the-good-
samaritans, where Joshua and the Israelites pronounced blessings on their 
nation if they obeyed the Lord in Joshua 8:33). 
 
The disciples were sent ahead to arrange accommodations and possibly a 
public meeting for Jesus.  Jesus knew that between Him and heaven there was 
going to be a series of rejections.  He realized that His days of public approval 
were drawing to a close.  Even in the face of such rejection, He continued to 
reach out.  He sought out people who were hungering after God and He sent 
out His followers to do the same. 
 
A young girl wrote: 
 Dear Preacher, 
 I heard you say to love our enemies.  I am only six and do not have any 

yet.  I hope to have some when I am seven. 
 Your friend, 
 Love Amy 
 
The natural, human tendency is to withdraw in the face of rejection.  We quit 
taking risks and reaching out to others.  We give up trying to establish 
relationships with others because, after all, we have been kicked in the face so 
many times.  I know what it’s like to feel rejected. 
 
More importantly, the Lord knows what it’s like to be rejected.  That there was 
no room in the inn when Jesus was born in Bethlehem was symbolic of what 
was to happen to Him.  The only place where there was room for Him was on a 

https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20180828-the-last-of-the-good-samaritans
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cross.  He sought an entry to the overcrowded hearts of people; He could not 
find it, but His search and His rejection continue. 
 
May our words and actions become so intertwined with the Lord's that we give 
people someone other than ourselves to reject.  Jesus consoles us with these 
words in Luke 10:16: 
 He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he 

who rejects me rejects him who sent me. NIV 
 
A key to handling rejection is to adopt a higher purpose than your ambitions.  
As you embrace a vision from God it is not you people will reject, but Christ in 
you. 
 
Who is the Lord calling you to reach?  I pray that He will bring at least one 
person to our minds right now.  This individual or group may or may not be 
likeable.  Your stomach may tie up in knots at the thought of reaching out, but 
you must.  You may have already been ignored or rejected, but the Lord is 
calling you to continue to reach out. 
 
Jesus shows us how to carry on despite opposition: 
Know Destination 
Sow Cooperation 

No Retaliation (Luke 9:53-55) 
 

 
 
The Samaritans and the Jews were like the Hatfields and McCoys – two 
American families who feuded for years.  The Samaritans were seen as the half 
breeds (Assyrian and Jewish) while the Judeans saw themselves as the 
purebred Jews.  Jews, therefore, went out of their way to avoid travelling 
through Samaria.  As Jesus and His disciples passed through Samaria (which 
they could have bypassed), these village people refused to extend to them 
common hospitality because they were Jews on their way to Jerusalem. 
 
It was this kind of animosity that motivated the disciples' quick retaliation.  
James and John, living up to their name, "Sons of Thunder," wanted to zap the 
whole town - call down fire from heaven upon them.  They wanted to toast 
these dogs.  Surely this would be a good opportunity to do so, with their 
beloved leader shunned by the Samaritans. 
 
The disciples did not grasp that during this period of history God's dealings 
with humanity is to be marked by mercy.  They were also ignorant of the 



 

prevailing motives of their hearts - pride and worldly ambition.  The Lord 
corrected them.  It is easy for us to say, “Come, see our zeal for the Lord!”  We 
may think we are very faithful in His cause, while we seek our purposes, even 
doing harm instead of good to others. 
 
We begin to tap into Holy Spirit power when we are willing to fulfill what Jesus 
describes in Matthew 5:43-48: 
 43 You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbour and hate your 

enemy.” 44 But I tell you:  Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.  He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if 
you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others?  Do 
not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. NIV 

 
Have you been rejected?  First of all, ask yourself, “Is it me or Christ in me 
being rejected?”  If it is Him being rejected, pass it on to Him - He can handle it.  
If you are dealing with personal rejection, you must come to grips with how you 
are going to respond to it.  Are you going to believe what God says about you or 
are you going to believe what others say about you?  Which one is telling you 
the truth?  Whose opinion matters?  Also, remember - wounded people wound 
people.  The Samaritans were already inclined to reject Jesus and His disciples 
simply because of their ethnic differences.  What hurts or problems is your 
attacker carrying?  This is not your problem. 
 
As the Polish proverb says, "Not my circus, not my monkeys.’’  As another wise 
Pole, Brenda Pole, says, “NMP – not my problem.”  This will help you diffuse the 
urge to retaliate and to feed the urge to pray for them. 
 
Jesus shows us how to carry on despite opposition: 
Know Destination 
Sow Cooperation 
No Retaliation 

Go Determination (Luke 9:56) 
 

 
 
Salespeople will tell you that for every ten cold contacts made, nine doors (more 
or less) will be slammed in your face.  If this does not deter a businessman 
from selling widgets, should it deter a follower of Jesus Christ from sharing the 



 

good news even when some people reject it?  If you expect never or rarely to be 
rejected as a disciple of Christ, I hate to disappoint you.  Decide ahead of time 
what you will do when, not if you are rejected. 
 
An eight-year-old boy had been pestering his father for a watch.  Finally, his 
dad blurted out in exasperation, "I don't want to hear about your wanting a 
watch again!" 
 
That evening each member of the family was, according to their habit, asked to 
recite a Scripture verse at the supper table, and the boy repeated Mark 13:37 
from the King James Version:  "And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch." 
 
Paul and Barnabas display divine determination in Acts 13:44-46: 
 44 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word 

of the Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 
jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 46 Then 
Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly:  "We had to speak the word of 
God to you first.  Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves 
worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles." NIV 

 
Jesus was so sure of who He was and where He was going that He did not 
allow rejection to slow Him down.  He knew that He bore the news that could 
change their eternal destinies, but He would not jump into their skin and make 
decisions for them.  If they chose not to embrace Him and His message, He did 
not hang around and beat His head against the wall.  He moved on and 
pursued His mission.  His determination influenced the apostles and the early 
church. 
 
American author and pastor A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) concluded, “It will require 
a determined heart and more than a little courage to wrench ourselves loose 
from the grip of our times.” 
 
Do you know who you are?  Do you know your purpose in life?  If you are not 
convinced of the answers to those two questions deep down in your heart, you 
must find out.  You will find these answers as you immerse yourself in the 
Bible, studying it and meditating upon it like a starving, ravenous wolf.  As you 
pray, pour your heart out to the Lord and listen for His still, small voice you 
will come to grips with these key questions.  Once you have the answers, 
pursue your mission like a bulldog!  Never give up! 
 
A man faithfully handed out gospel pamphlets or tracts on a street corner.  
After years of not seeing anyone trust Christ as Saviour, he quit. 
 
Two years later he happened to pass that same familiar corner and saw a 
person handing out tracts.  He walked over to the stranger and struck up a 
conversation.  He learned that a little more than two years earlier the man had 
become a follower of Jesus after reading a tract he had received at this same 



 

corner. 
 
“Many a time I've come back here to find the man to thank him,” said the 
stranger, “but he never came back.  So, I decided he must have died and gone 
to his reward.  That's why I've taken his place!” 
 
Jesus shows us how to carry on despite opposition: 

Know Destination 
Sow Cooperation 

No Retaliation 

Go Determination 
 
With God's help, we can overcome antagonism. 
 

 
 


