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Encounter 
“The Needed Touch” 

Matthew 8:14-15 
Delivered during the COVID-19 pandemic via Livestream and to two gatherings of under 50 

at Central Baptist Church on July 4, 2021 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 01) We are doing a series that I am calling “Encounter.”  It’s about how we 
encounter God, what it is like, and our great need for it. 

o Today I want to look at this little moment when Jesus entered Peter’s house and 
saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever.  It may have been malaria or 
something like that, but we read (SHOW SLIDE 02) He touched her hand, and 
the fever left her. 

 I want to suggest that this is what we need today as well.  We need a touch from Christ.  
We need to encounter him, to have him draw near and touch us, that we may be 
healed.   

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 03) What is it that afflicts you today?  Perhaps your mind is 
filled with worry and you are finding yourself stressed out.  Perhaps you are just 
exhausted from the crushing difficulties of life.  Perhaps there is sin in your life 
that is making you sick with guilt and shame. 

 Whatever it is, we need a touch from Jesus.  Whatever is crushing your 
spirit, whatever is getting you down, whatever is stealing your joy, what 
we need is to encounter Jesus and experience his healing touch. 

 This little story is so simple, and yet I think there are some great things in here for us this 
morning.   

o So, let’s look at three things that Jesus’ touch did for those who received it.   
 I am praying those three things would be true for you today, just as it was 

for Peter’s mother-in-law and the many others that Jesus touched in his 
day. 

 
JESUS’ TOUCH CREATES ANTICIPATION 

 First, (SHOW SLIDE 04) Jesus’ touch creates anticipation. 
o Think about Peter’s mother-in-law.  Why did he touch her?  He could have just 

spoken a word and healed her.  After all, this is Jesus, the Creator of the universe 
who in Genesis 1 spoke and the universe leapt into existence.  Why touch her?  
Why not just speak and heal her?  Jesus did this all the time – he constantly 
touched people when he wanted to heal them.  

 I think a big part of the answer is that his touch created anticipation in 
the person of what Jesus would do for them.  It created an expectancy 
that now something was going to happen. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 05) Think of us this morning.  I am sure many of us are sitting here 
feeling rather disappointed by how little we have grown in our Christian faith.  We may 
have started out strong, but the years have gone by.  If we had been told 20 years ago 
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that we would still be struggling with the same temptations, the same issues, we would 
not have believed it.  But here we are, still plagued by the same things. 

o Could it be that we have just accepted that this as our lot in life?  Clearly this is 
the answer sometimes.  Sometimes God wants to use our weaknesses and teach 
us through them.  But there are other things like sins that he wants out of our 
lives.  Just as we will need to hear in a few weeks that God does not always 
remove the thorns in our lives so we can learn his power in our weakness, today 
we need to hear the words of James where he says, (SHOW SLIDE 06) You do 
not have, because you do not ask. (Jms 4:2) 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 07) We see God working in mighty ways in other 
people’s lives, but we often do not experience such things in our lives.  
Again, there could be many reasons for this, but one thing to consider is 
that we are not asking, we are not seeking, we are not expecting anything 
from Jesus.  The famous poet Alexander Pope use satire to drive this 
point home.  He said (SHOW SLIDE 08) “Blessed are those who expect 
nothing, for they will never be disappointed!” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 09) Christ calls us to have faith in him, to expect him to do great 
things.  Oh yes, I know this can be abused such as when people say if you just have faith 
Jesus will make you rich, or if you will just have faith then Jesus will heal all of your 
sicknesses and diseases.   

o At Central I think we are pretty clear that this is not what the Bible teaches, but 
is it possible that in rightfully rejecting such health and wealth teaching we go so 
far as to stop expecting anything? 

 We read that Jesus could not do any miracles in his hometown and he 
was amazed at their lack of faith.  Hebrews says, (SHOW SLIDE 10) And 
without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw 
near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
seek him (Heb 11:6) 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 11) As Jesus drew near to people to touch them, it kindled their 
expectation.  Perhaps what you need today is an expectant heart.   

o Jesus, I don’t know how you will do this, but I will trust that you can.   
o Jesus, I am looking to you to do something new in my life.   
o Jesus, I am looking to you to do the impossible. 

 The first thing Jesus’ touch does is to create anticipation that something 
is going to happen. 

 
JESUS’ TOUCH REVEALS A GREAT TRUTH 

 Secondly, (SHOW SLIDE 12) Jesus’ touch reveals a great truth. 
o What is this great truth?  It is the incredible fact that God does not deal with all 

the difficulties of our lives from a safe distance.   
 Most people today believe in a God who is mighty and powerful, but is 

far removed from their day to day lives.  Yet, the great truth we see here 
is that our Creator is not like that at all.  God comes right down into the 
mess of human existence.   
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 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 13) Is this not the entire Christian story?  God did not remain in 
heaven when our actions brought sin, suffering, and death into the world.  No, God sent 
His Son into the world.  The Lord of glory took on human flesh and became a man.  In 
Jesus, God touched humanity.   

o It’s not like he just appeared to be a man, but secretly used his divine nature to 
live free of pain and suffering.  No, he was fully human.  He got hungry.  He was 
thirsty.  He grew so physically exhausted he fell asleep in a boat during a storm.   

 The God-man did not live in a bubble that protected him from the 
hardships of life.  No, he entered right into it all.  He touched all of human 
experience, all of human life, and all of human suffering. 

 We see this most clearly at Calvary.  Here God touches us again.  His arms are wrapping 
around sinners, freeing them from their sins, grabbing onto them to rescue them from 
hell.   

o This is the Christian message: In Christ, God touched us.  God did not stand at a 
safe distance.  God came to us. 

 Just think how radical this is.  The gods of other religions do not do this.   
o In Islam, Allah is high and exalted.  Allah does not become a man, let alone allow 

himself to be crucified.   
o In Buddhism there is no personal being called God and the goal is to escape the 

sufferings of this life. 
o  In New Age teaching, the universe is not ruled by a personal God, but by 

impersonal forces like the law of attraction or the stars so that you need to read 
your horoscope to figure things out. 

 How different all of this is.  How cold and impersonal compared to Christ.  
The coming of Jesus into the world was and is a revelation of a great 
truth. 

 Even compare this to the Old Testament.  There you find all kinds of rules and laws 
about lepers.  There are pages of instructions about how to cope with that disease and 
endless precautions to avoid getting the disease.  Lepers were to remain outside the 
camp.  No one would touch a leper.  To touch a leper would make you ceremonially 
unclean. 

 In Luke 5 we read a story about a man with a skin disease that was likely leprosy. 
o (SHOW SLIDE 14) While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of 

leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if 
you will, you can make me clean.” And Jesus stretched out his hand and 
touched him. (Lk 5:12-13) 

 “Stop!”  That’s what everyone would have been thinking.  “Jesus, don’t 
touch him or you too will become unclean.”  But look at verse 13.  
(SHOW SLIDE  15) saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy 
left him.  (Lk 5:12-13) 

o When Jesus touches this man, Jesus does not become unclean, the man 
becomes clean.  There it is!  God draws near and touches this man. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 16) The Pharisees were the ones who maintained a safe distance 
from those they considered sinners, from those who did not live holy lives, from 
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suffering and pain.  We read that they looked down on people.  Oh they thought they 
were very holy, but they always maintained a safe distance from it all.  Jesus was so 
scandalous because he went an ate with people whose lifestyles were clearly in 
opposition to God.  Jesus was so scandalous because while he never approved of sin, he 
touched them, loved them, and cared for them. 

o Are we more like Christ or more like the Pharisees?  Do we just preach a lot of 
truth or do we care for people and love them?  This little story of Jesus touching 
Peter’s mother-in-law reveals a great truth.  The great truth is that God does not 
remain at a safe distance from all human pain and difficulty.  In Christ, God came 
so near that he touched her.  In Christ, God came so near that he entered into 
the mess of human existence.   

 Oh let this truth go deep into your heart and let it change you so that you 
do not remain at a safe distance from others and their needs, but get in 
so close that you touch them.   

 So we see that Jesus’ touch created anticipation that God was about to do something.  
Second, we see that Jesus’ touch reveals a great truth – the truth that our Creator is not 
the kind of God who remains at a safe distance, but in Christ, has drawn so near to us as 
to touch us. 

 
JESUS’ TOUCH PROVIDES HEALING 

 The final and very obvious thing that we see in this little story of Peter’s mother-in-law is 
that (SHOW SLIDE 17) Jesus’ touch provides healing. 

o Look again at verses 14-15.  (SHOW SLIDE 18) 14 And when Jesus entered Peter’s 
house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 15 He touched her hand, 
and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him. 

 What a wonderful moment for Peter’s mother-in-law!  And what a wonderful moment 
this is for us when we experience Jesus’ touch and our fever leaves us.  It may be an 
actual fever – some sort of sickness or physical pain that we are healed from.  More 
often than naught it is the fever of an unhappy mind, the fever of a worried heart, the 
fever of a stressed-out life. 

o What wonderful news that Jesus draws near to touch us and when he does these 
fevers are cured. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 19) Do you need a touch from Jesus today?  Maybe you are 
experiencing the fever of an unhappy life – maybe it is the burden of your job, or the 
constant strain of life, the difficulties around Covid, or the conflicts you have with other 
people. 

o Maybe it is the fever of worry that is burning you up inside.  Maybe it is a 
situation that you are powerless to change or maybe your hopes and dreams 
have been shattered. 

 Whatever it is, the fever comes upon you and it makes you unable to get 
up and serve Jesus. 

 Ah but look again to Christ.  Look again at how merciful and kind he is.  He touched her 
hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him.   
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o Do you not know what it is like to encounter Jesus like this?  Has he not done this 
for you in your life?  One of the most common ways that he touches us is 
through other people.   

 You are really struggling but someone calls you up, you go for a walk, and 
you find your heart is much lighter after you talk with that person.  That 
is Jesus touching you and the fever leaving you.   

o This is also why part of growing as a Christina is reading the Bible.   
 Oh yes, there are days when you read and feel like you get nothing out of 

it.  Or other days where you got something but it was nothing 
spectacular.  Ah, but then there are those days when a certain verse or 
story goes to the very depth of your soul and the fever that was burning 
you up suddenly disappears.  That is God touching you. 

o Or so often it is through creation.   
 You’re feeling so stressed out, but then you sit by the ocean or watch a 

sunset and that fever seems to leave you.  That is God touching you 
through his creation. 

 Or sometimes the fever is not the fever of worry, or stress, or trouble, but the fever of 
sin.  You keep sinning.  You know you should not do that thing.  Yet, despite your best 
efforts, you keep doing it.  The guilt and the shame overcome you and burn you up.  You 
do not feel that you can lift your head to look at Jesus after all you have done. What 
then? 

o You also need the touch of Christ’s hand.  But listen, it is not just the touch of his 
hand you need.  It is the touch of his nail-pierced hand!  Look at his hands.  They 
were pierced.  Why?   

 Isaiah 53:5 (SHOW SLIDE 20) He was pierced for our transgressions.  Put 
your name in there.  He was pierced for Barton’s transgressions.  Put your 
specific sin in there.  He was pierced for the transgression of your anger.  
He was pierced for the transgression of your pornography, your adultery, 
or your abortion.  He was pierced for your sexual acts with others 
whether of the same sex or opposite sex.  He was pierced for the secret 
sins you have committed that you don’t think you could ever tell anyone 
else.   

 Jesus reaches out his nail pierced hands to you and says, “Your 
sins are forgiven.”  Receive this good news.  Let him take away 
the fever and then get up and serve him, leaving the past behind 
and using your life for his glory. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 21) There is a story about a group of men who were climbing in the 
Swiss Alps with their guide.  Suddenly the snow began collapsing into a crevasse.  They 
all managed to grab on to the side except one man who was stuck on pillar of ice that 
was starting to collapse.   

o The guide was only a short distance away.  He put out his hand and yelled, 
“Jump, man, jump!”  The man was too afraid and didn’t move.  The guide yelled, 
“My hands have never dropped anyone yet.  I’ll catch you.  Jump!”   
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 The man jumped, grabbed onto the guide’s hand, and was pulled to 
safety. 

o The nail-pierced hand of Christ never dropped anyone yet.  As Jesus said in John 
10: (SHOW SLIDE 22) My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand. (Jn 10:27-28) 

 Come to Christ today.  Look to him for that needed touch.  Spend time with him.  Seek 
him.  You might be amazed what he will do for you. 


