
Every night is the same routine in the Jerome household.  
Parents love to think that they’re spontaneous and adventurous, but 
when it comes to things like getting kids to be or to school or getting 
their homework done, some things are best done by routine.  And 
there’s really no perfect way to do it, other than what you more or less 
stumble upon as you try to figure this whole parenting thing out.  Spoiler 
alert, kids, most of us have no idea how to do this, but we’re trying 
because we love you so, so much.  Anyways, for us, bedtime looks 
something like this:  Blakely, do you want to go to bed?  Sometimes the 
answer is yes and sometimes it’s the wrong answer, which is anything 
other than yes.  We eventually get to her room and change her into 
pajamas.  Then we grab a blanket, a stuffed animal – most likely Minnie 
or Mickey Mouse – and a book.  Because while some nights go 
smoother than others, there’s something about a good story that sets 
the mood for a good night’s sleep.  I was inspired by one such book 
and I decided to use it to tell a story about what it’s like being called a 
disciple of Christ.  Perhaps you’ve heard it before… 

Congratulations!  Today is the Lord’s day!  And you’re sent out 
to great places – sent out to share the Way.  You are more than 
prepared, whether you know it or not.  You’ve got the Holy Spirit, so 
don’t quit, don’t stop.  You’re never alone because God is with you and 
guess what? – you’ve got a community too!  The world needs you – yes 
you! – and believe it or not, the world is in great need of many things 
that cannot be bought.  You’ve got gifts to share and insights to give, 
so be on your way, move quickly, and live.  You’ll be called to new 
things, great people, and places – and sometimes that means even 
meeting new faces.  You’ll be welcomed in and you are to wish them 
peace.  Don’t run, don’t hide, just be yourself, for yourself is pretty neat. 

But if you are unwelcomed, if you are left all alone, if your peace 
is unshared, then just move right along.  Don’t make a big scene or take 
it personally.  You haven’t failed; some people just aren’t ready to 
receive.  You’ll share your message of hope, for God’s kingdom is here, 
and you’ll leave it at that.  No calling down fire, no cursing, or fighting – 
nothing like that.  You are to proclaim the good news, to forgive, to heal, 
and to love, reflecting all the goodness that comes from above. 

Oh the places you’ll go!  You won’t lose your way; the Spirit will 
guide you, not lead you astray.  You’ll do amazing things – you’ll make 
miracles happen as the Spirit brings. You’ll heal the sick and comfort 
the afflicted, you’ll challenge those who abuse, forsake, and who are 
just plain wicked.  You’ll make new friends, who will be like brothers 
and sis.  And you’ll soon realize, there’s no better family than this.   

Except when you don’t.  Because sometimes you won’t.  I’m 
sorry, but it’s true that you won’t always be received well.  They won’t 
want to hear you, they might think it’s a bunch of hooey you’re trying to 
sell.  You’ll come to some places where the windows are dark, the 
people unwilling, and the city full of unwelcoming barks.  Our Lord 
knows all too well that you might get rejected.  The word of hope you 
are trying to share may well get neglected.  You’ll feel lost and alone 
and you’ll wonder where you went wrong.  It will be difficult and you 
won’t know if you can go on.  You’ll wonder to yourself, “Is God in this 
place?”  And you feel as if you’re just floating in space. 

You’ll be waiting to hear the call once again, to go out and share 
the good news that doesn’t end.  You’ll be waiting for God to act and 
move, you’ll be waiting – just waiting for something to do.  You’ll find 
yourself stuck in the muck and you’ll tell yourself that you are quite 
comfortable living with such luck.  You’ll want to give up and leave it to 
your pastor or bishop.  This work is too hard and will bring you to the 
brink and this call to discipleship you might even begin to rethink.  You’ll 
be waiting for something to do, waiting for something to come, a new 
call, a new new. 

No!  That isn’t for you!  Don’t get comfortable there!  You are 
called to much more – to a life filled with prayer.  And when you pray, 
may the light that first called you guide your way.  You are the bearer 
of some really good news!  People are longing to hear this good word, 
and God has chosen you – yes you!  The kingdom of God is here, yes 
indeed, and you’re just the one to share such news, 100% guaranteed.  
So when you find yourself stuck, know you’re not alone.  You have so 
much love and support, don’t groan.  Take up your cross and keep on 
the way, there’s so much to do, so much to see and to say. 

So are you ready?  Let’s go!  There is grace and mercy, so don’t 
worry don’t fret.  You’ll mess up and get back on your feet, no sweat.  
As you are on the road, remember God is with you; you are a beloved 
child, so you’ll get through.  Whenever you face challenges, just wipe 
the dust off – God’s love is greater and you’re free to takeoff.   Whether 
your life is filled with happiness and joy, sadness and sots, you know 
that the community you surround yourself with will help you a lot.  For 
life is full of those ups and those downs.  Whatever comes your way, 
just know that it’s good to have friends come round.  There’s no time to 
waste, you’re ready, you know.  You won’t need a thing, so pack lightly, 
and go.  So as you come, as you go, as you leave once again, proclaim 
God’s love, offer God’s peace in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Spirit, Amen. 


