
 

   

 

Staff 

Pastor: Ext 13 

Rachel Laughlin  

pastorrachel@popportage.org 

 

Youth Minister: Ext 12 

Megan Floyd 

megan@popportage.org 

 

Administrative Assistant: Ext 10 

Tamara Preston 

secretary@popportage.org 

 

Bookkeeper: Ext 17 

Sarah Maurer 

bookkeeper@popportage.org 

 

Volunteer Coordinator: Ext 15 

Mike Whately 

volunteer@popportage.org 

 

Director of Music:  

Janet Hill 

 

Worship Team Director:  

Scott Walker 

 

Custodian:  

Steve Haddix 

 custodian@popportage.org 

 

Nursery: Ext 23 

Amanda Bischof 

Mariana Bringas Acevedo 

“Touched by                         

the Gospel,                         

we seek to be                  

instruments of                  

God’s Peace,                    

for the sake                             

of the world.” 

 
Tidings of Peace 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church   ◊  1747 W. Milham Avenue, Portage, MI 49024  ◊  269-343-3453  ◊  popportage.org 

July  2021 

Pastor’s Page 

Volume XXV11. Number   7 

Approaching the Promised Land 

“Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves…
Live the questions now. Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it, live along some  
distant day into the answer.”  - Rilke, Bohemian-Austrian poet and novelist (1875-1926). 

 

From Wilderness Worship boxes and Manna Moments to livestream worship and digital 
choirs to outdoor services and pre-packaged communion elements, the journey we’ve 
taken over the last year and a half has been full of new adventures. Like the Israelites in 
the wilderness, we’ve relied on God to lead us through. Now with vaccines making us 
safer and restrictions lifting in many areas, the promised land of life after the pandemic 
seems close enough to touch.  

 

As we approach the next stage of the journey, it is important to understand that this new 
land is not exactly the same place we left in March of 2020. Nor are we exactly the same 
people we were when the quarantines started. We have learned the language of Zoom 
meetings and the etiquette of how to wear masks in public. We have come through                  
periods of intense isolation and been overwhelmed with the chaos trying to educate our 
children through virtual or home school. We have experienced loss on so many levels, 
including major upheaval in the traditions surrounding how we grieve those losses.        
This journey will leave its mark on our individual and collective souls. 

 

Now we stand on the outskirts of post-pandemic life, in the liminal space between what 
was and what will be. The word ―liminal‖ means occupying a position at, or on both 
sides of, a boundary or threshold. It’s the space where transitions happen - where                
uncertainty breeds creativity and hope fuels innovation. We know things can’t go back to 
exactly the way they were because too much has already changed. This is our opportuni-
ty to watch and listen for God’s prompting to be the community we’re being called to 
become.   

 

To that end, I invite you to consider the following questions: 

Reflecting on your entire experience at Prince of Peace (the whole time you’ve been 
involved with our community), remember a time when you felt most engaged, 
alive, and motivated. Who was                    
involved? What did you do? How did 
you feel? What happened as a result? 

What are the most important contributions 
the church has made to your life?            
When did this happen? Who made a                           
difference? How did it affect you? 
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Zoom Mid Week Bible Study                                                             

If you are interested in participating        

Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.                            

Email Pastor  Rachel & she will send  you an invitation. 

They are use the Augsburg Adult Study. The focus for 

this quarter is: Confident Hope  Contact the office to 

make arrangements to get a study book.  

WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP . . .                                                        

WSG-Will resume in September. Contact Diane Snyder, 
snyder1149@gmail.com for details. 

Contact Diane Snyder (dmsnyder1149@gmail.com) for 
further details. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY                                             

We are on hiatus until September. 

Prayer Shawls are still available during the summer.          

If you, or someone you know, would like the                   

comfort of one of  these shawls, call Dianne Hellman,      

323-9392, and she will get one to you. 

Happy Independence Day! 

We will be meeting on Tuesday, July 6 

and Tuesday, July 20 at 9:30am.               
As always, pick-up/drop-off times 
continue to be available during office 
hours. We look forward to seeing eve-
ryone in July! 

Questions: Sheryl Swodzinski 267-6274. 

Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet Tuesday, July 20, 11:45.                              
We will meet at Fletcher's Pub, 6946 W. Q Ave.                      
Join us for good food and fellowship! 

Bunko      Tuesday, July 13 @ 1:00 PM                                        

No lunch, just Bunko! Meet in the Social Hall and                

Flex Room. Contact Carla Hannemann at 269/216-3498 

with questions. 

Book Club 

We will not meet in July or August.                                    
If you would like to read some good books over the 

summer, the books we will discuss in the fall are: 

―Whistling Past the Graveyard‖ by Susan Crandall (for 
September) about a little white girl, a black woman and 
their journey from Mississippi to Nashville in the 1960’s. 

―A Long Petal of the Sea‖ by Isabel Allende (for October) 
about people fleeing to Chile from Spain during the 
Spanish Civil War of the 1930’s. 

Pray about these questions. Talk about them with your POP Up church group or Bible study, consider them at commit-
tee meetings or with people you visit with after worship. Then come talk to me or a staff or council member about what 
you’ve discussed. You’re also welcome to send me an e-mail about it (pastorrachel@popportage.org) if you prefer.  

 
It’s OK if you have more questions than answers about the future. Liminal time is the perfect time to ask questions and 
explore new ideas. I look forward to hearing what God has to say to our community through each and every one of 
you! 
 

Shalom, 

Pastor Rachel 

 

Questions based on similar queries in the book How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going:                                           
Leading in a Liminal Season by Susan Beaumont.  

What’s Happening at POP! 

mailto:snyder1149@gmail.com
mailto:dmsnyder1149@gmail.com
mailto:pastorrachel@popportage.org
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Refugee Update 

Social Concerns  

Social Concerns update -  
 
Our team and friends have been working on several up-
coming projects that you might be interested in helping 
with. 
1.  Project Connect is August 25, noon- 4 at the               
Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds parking lots.  As you 
probably remember this is a county wide effort to give 
assistance to our marginalized and underserved           
population.  More than 50 assistance based activities will 
be ongoing during this afternoon, including medical 
help, vaccinations, fresh food distribution, clothing        
distribution, legal assistance, housing and shelter help, 
child care/education activities, hair cuts, family photos, 
our Free Store, a nutritious lunch and much more.            
Everything is free and anyone can come, no questions 
asked. Guests have free bus access from downtown          
Kalamazoo and other areas.  Our Free Store is taking on a 
newer revised version of the Store we sponsored before 
Covid and will focus on healthy and safe necessities.  We 
will need some additional folks to help that day to 
transport goods, set  up and help guests select items they 
need. If you are interested in helping or would like to 
donate items, contact Claudia Lee or any Social Concerns 
team member.   

2.  LWR God’s Work day is coming! Sunday,            
September 12, save the date! We will have a safe              
outdoor version of that annual event this year with you 
participating at whatever level you would like.  We 
have already made 200 backpacks, and 75 quilts are in 
the process of completion.  Last year was a record 
breaking year for the number of Health Kits, Quilts and 
Backpacks we assembled and sent.  More information 
on how you can help will be coming soon along with a 
sign up for items to be gifted/donated to our sisters 
and brothers around the world. 
 
3.  The Jubilee Garden is in full swing/growth.  Please 
take a walk back to see the wonderful food God is 
growing for local food pantries and shelters with the 
help of PoP gardeners led by Mark Clyne.  Any help 
you can give is much appreciated, contact Mark to see 
what’s needed.  
 
4.  Our refugee family is here.  We are so blessed to be 
of help with our partner, Samaritas.  Much more            
information is forth coming in the near future.  Pray 
that the Mother and her seven children can begin to 
their lives without fear and instability. Our PoP                
Refugee Contact, Joyce Stout, is coordinating our              
efforts. 

Prince of Peace has chosen to help a Congolese refugee 
mom and 7 children adjust to living in Kalamazoo.   The 
items below will be  needed on an on-going basis.  Please 
feel free to leave any items in the basket in the Gathering 
Space and we will see to it that they get to the family.  
Thank you for your support! 

soap 

dish detergent  

shampoo 

clothes detergent 

softener sheets 

deodorant 

foil 

saran wrap 

toilet paper 

paper towels 

sponges 

dust towels 

pledge/dusting spray 

toothpaste 

toothbrushes 

pens 

pencils 

diapers 

crayons 

paper for writing or draw-
ing 

trash bags 

hangers 

Look for a sign up in on the website for other needs for 

our family.  

Watch the Peace Proclamations for more information. 
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Intergenerational Service Opportunities 

Youth and Children 

Vacation Bible School 

We’re trying something new this year   VBS for Backyards 
(hybrid edition). This program was developed for adults 
who wanted a VBS program for them, and then it                  
morphed into a family-based program that you can do at 
home. There are five lessons total, each with a set of          
activities and intended to span five weeks. 

We’ll launch the program by doing the first lesson’s           
activities together – a big family event at the church for 
everyone, any age. Then you’ll get a kit of materials so 
that you can do them at home with your family over the 
next three weeks. Finally, we’ll come back together for 
another big family event and do the concluding lesson 
together. I think it’ll be super fun! 

We’ll do as much as we can outdoors, but when indoors, 
we’ll use masks since our youngest kiddos cannot yet be 
vaccinated. You are encouraged to invite your extended           
family, friends, and neighbors. All are welcome! But all 
families will need to register so we have materials for 
everyone. 

The launch date is Sunday, July 11, and our concluding 
date is Sunday, August 8. 

 

Middle School Youth Group (grade 6-8) 

The middle school youth want to continue meeting twice 
per month. So that’s what we’ll do!  While there are no 
specific activities planned, they will include dinner.         

Mark your calendar for the following                                   

Wednesdays from 5:30-8 PM: 

                            July 14 & 28 ,  August 11 & 25 

 

Incoming or outgoing middle schoolers, are welcome 
anytime!  

 

High School Youth Group 

Reserve your calendars for: 

                           July 8 & 22 ,  August 5 

 

ELCA Youth Gathering – 2022 

 

It’s that time! Time to start thinking about the 2022 
ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN on July 24-
28, 2022! Eligible youth are those who, in the summer 
of 2022, are incoming 9th graders through outgoing 
12th graders.  

(If you are an adult and you’d like to volunteer,                                
the applications are open now.) 

 

The ELCA Youth Gathering is an incredible event,      
unlike any other, and I hope everyone decides to go!    
But, there’s no pressure. Check out the website 
(www.elca.org/YouthGathering) and talk it over with 
your family. We will register our group in the fall. 

JOIN US FOR AN INTERGENERATIONAL                                

SERVICE EVENT! 

From July 21-27 Prince of Peace is working at                   

Stony Lake Camp  by painting, cleaning, repairing, etc. 

Come for a day, two days or the entire time. 

Come as an individual or a family. 

Follow this link to the registration form:                                  

https://forms.gle/L1c9Bdb8h26esH6AA  

If you want to support this effort financially, you can make 

a donation to help cover meals, lodging and utilities.  Cost 

is approximately $50/person/day  Put Stony Lake in the 

memo line of your check or use Stony Lake drop down in 

Tithe.ly. 

 

The youth of Prince of Peace are teaming up with the 

youth of Trinity to sponsor a Blood Drive! The drive 

will be on Monday July 12 at Prince of Peace Lutheran 

Church in Portage and we need YOU to come and 

give! 

As a way to say thank you, every 

donor will draw a prize from our 

prize pool! Prizes will range from 

great local gift cards to the grand 

prize of a pair of Apple AirPods!!! 

The drive will run from 12:00-5:45 

on July 12, so come out to see us 

and give the gift of life! 

Link to sign up for a time through the Red Crossweb-

site: https://tinyurl.com/4n65ps5h 

http://www.elca.org/YouthGathering
https://forms.gle/L1c9Bdb8h26esH6AA
https://tinyurl.com/4n65ps5h
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Thank You’s  

The best times to catch Pastor Rachel in the office are 
usually Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednesday afternoons. 
Her schedule varies by the week. If she is not in, you 
can leave a message on her voicemail or with a member 
of staff and they will make sure it reaches her. 

 

You can also reach out to Pastor Rachel via Facebook 
Messenger if you’re connected with her on social               
media. Knowing that some people prefer not to be           
Facebook friends with their pastor, she does not initiate 
social media contact from members of the church, but 
she will accept your request if you send her one.  

 

Please note: Sometimes technology doesn’t work the 
way it is supposed to. If you leave a message or send 
an e-mail and do not get a response within 3 days 
(excluding Fridays and Saturdays if you reach out via  
e-mail or leave a message at the office), please try again 
or try a different communication method. Something 
may have gone wrong and your message may not have 
been delivered. 

Home Visits 

Pastor Rachel is fully vaccinated and happy to return to 
making visits to people in their homes when they are 
ready. Since she is unable to read minds and everyone’s 
situation and comfort level is different, she is asking            
anyone who would like a visit to contact her or the 
church office to schedule one.  

 

Ways to Schedule a Visit 

 Call or Text Pastor Rachel: 989-600-8065 

It helps to have your calendar handy to schedule a date 
and time. 

 

 E-mail Pastor Rachel: pastorrachel@popportage.org 

Please include 2-3 dates and times that would work for 
your schedule. 

 

 Call the Church office: 269-343-3453 

Home Visits and Home Communion 

Dear Friends at Pop, 

As former members when we lived in Kzoo,             
I was particularly delighted to receive your 
generous and timely gift in support of the       
S. Sudan refugees in  Uganda. They are              
particularly stress right now by typhoid, 
Covid, and hunger. But with the help of                
your gift we are empowering them to work 
together and meet the challenges. 

Yours in the love of Christ, John Musick 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                               

Loaves and Fishes                                                                         
Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt, Gregg & Nelson,                      
in memory of Jan Christianson - Richard & Karen Penhallegon, 
Karen Helmeke & Gary Bischof                                                                             
Lutheran World Relief Diane Snyder                                                                                                       
ELCA World Hunger - Dale & Micki Holder, Joyce Stout,        
Pete & Tammy Olsen, Brian & Karen DeVries, Walt Arntson , 
John & Gloria Beatty, Greg & Christine Guthrie, Diane Snyder  
in memory of Ila Pioch - Ann & Mark DiJulio,                                            
Lisa & Mark Stucky                                                                                
Refugee Family  Pete & Tammy Olsen                                                   
in memory of Ron Schuen  Claudia Lee                                                                         
Memorials                                                                                                                  
in memory of Jan Christianson - Karen Gallagher                                   
in memory of John Gallagher -  Greg & Lori Hannemann,                 
R.S. Bekefi, Tim & Jen Gatz, Dan & Shirley Thompson  

To the ladies of PoP who provided 
the lunch for John’s funeral,  

Thank you so much for the delicious 
food you made for our family and 
setting it up in our home. 

Our church family has been a bless to 
the Gallagher family and I can’t say 
thank you enough. 

Love, Karen 

mailto:pastorrachel@popportage.org
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Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration News from Council and Committees 

At the June 16 Council 

meeting we discussed: 

 

Refugee Committee:  PoP is supporting a Congolese 

Family—a single mother and seven children.  A team of 

four volunteers has been identified with a secondary             

support group to back them up.   

Outdoor Worship on June 13:  Many council members 

commented on the wonderful outdoor service.  The 

weather was perfect, there were children at the children’s 

sermon, and some families stayed to visit while kids 

played on the playground.   

Stony Lake Intergeneration Service Event: Prince of 

Peace is supporting the camp with cleaning, painting, and 

miscellaneous maintenance repairs.  Individuals or                  

families can participate from July 21-27 for the number of 

days they are able. Donations will be accepted to support 

those attending, helping to cover the cost of meals,            

housing and utilities.  A sign-up is will be available on the                   

website.  See article on page 4.  

Second Clean-up Day:  Thank you to those who helped 

weed and spread mulch on June 15. 

American Red Cross Emergency Shelter: Council voted 

to serve as an emergency shelter for the Red Cross. 

COVID Protocol Changes: As protocols are changing 

frequently, council agreed to the following process:                  

1) Pastor will meet with the Safe Start Task Force to get           

recommendations for PoP; 2) Pastor will bring these              

recommendations to the Church Council via email; and  

3) following an email vote by council, changes will be         

communicated with the congregation. 

Polystyrene Recycling: Social Concerns met with                

members from Portage United Church of Christ.  They are 

also participating in this recycling program and have               

offered our members the opportunity to drop off their 

Styrofoam to the shed at PUCC.  Please check out details 

elsewhere in this newsletter about what is accepted and 

what is not.  Also, all donations must be made in paper 

bags or clear plastic bags. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for July 21 at 7 PM. 

POLYSTYRENE (STYROFOAM) RECYCLING 

Hope for Creation (a grassroots interfaith group working to 
encourage faith-based action on climate change in greater Kal-
amazoo), in conjunction with the City of Kalamazoo,           
began a polystyrene recycling program this year. The 
first collection occurred on April 24 & was a big success. 
We managed to fill over half of an 18-wheel trailer with 
polystyrene that ended up being recycled instead of end-
ing up in a landfill. The next collection will happen from 
10 - 1 at Mayor's Riverfront Park on July 31. You are 
invited to drop-off whatever polystyrene you have        
collected at that time. 

What can be recycled: 

A. Polystyrene food containers, polystyrene cups and 
other foam marked with PS - 6. Food containers and 
cups need to be reasonable free of food (rinsed out). 

B. Polystyrene egg cartons (not cardboard). 

C. Rigid #6 polystyrene foam used in packaging many 
items shipped via the mail/UPS/FedEx. 

If you put things in plastic bags, they must be                   
clear enough so that the volunteers can see the items in 

the bag. 

What can't be recycled: 

A. Packing peanuts 

B. Straws or lids that may have come with the                            
polystyrene cups. 

C. Styrofoam and sheeted insulation 

 

If you cannot make it to Mayor's Riverfront Park, there is 
an two alternative ways in which you can participate.             
1.) The Portage United Church of Christ (2731 W. Milham 
Ave.- just down the street from PoP) has graciously offered 
to be a drop-off site for both our congregation and theirs. 
If you want to drop off your polystyrene sometime when 
you come to church, there is a shed in the back, left cor-
ner of the parking lot at PUCC that you can use. The 
door to the shed on the right will not be locked and you 
can simply put what you have in that shed. Please have 
material in either paper bags or clear plastic bags so that 
we can make sure everything is recyclable before we 
take it to the collection site. 

2.) Prince of Peace now has a small collection barrel, next 
to the pop can drop off.  

 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at 
david.reinhold@wmich.edu or (269)598-0194. 

Thanks for considering this opportunity. 

Dave Reinhold, Treasurer 

mailto:david.reinhold@wmich.edu
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Facts and Figures 

June Attendance:    

6/6 106 Live stream In person            94                                                
6/13 86 Live stream In person            106                                         
6/20 74 Live stream   In person            70                                           
6/27 66  live stream    In person 61 

Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the                 
digital views by 2 to get a virtual attendance. 

General Fund  May  

 Contributions $   31,820

 Expenses $   30,060

 Surplus/deficit $     1,760 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

7-2 Lindan Smith  

7-3 Adam Schuhknecht  

7-4 Pamela Schuhknecht  

7-5 Kris Rieck  

7-7 Sophia DeRango

 Lillian Ross

 Matt Erdmann 

7-9 Tammy Cooper  

7-10 Gail Hoover  

7-11 Terri Drafta

 Sandra Williams 

 Eric Nitz  

7-12 Ellen Bradley 

 Don Jones

 Angela Dumler 

7-14 Michael Wathen  

7-15 Erika Baumann 

 Tim Kana'an 

 

7-17 Jim Vogt  

 Jace Copeland 

 Chase Roberts 

 Christopher McManus 

7-18 Jeremy Zimmerman  

7-19 Rebecka Creed  

 Donald Berdahl 

 Dave Morin 

 Derek Stepanski  

 Max Todas 

7-20 Ken Lampos  

 Kevin Esch 

 Alexander Eldridge 

7-23 Christopher Barnett  

7-24 Linda Boeschenstein  

7-25 Lukas Pederson  

7-27 Paul Swodzinski  

 Megan Zimmerman 

7-28  Marleigh VandenBussche 

7-29 Reece Howes  

 Dave Karna 

7-31 Kyra Graham  

On-line Giving Has Never  Been So Easy!  

You can click or copy and paste the link                       

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097                                            

or use the QR code.                                                                                   

You can also go to the                                           

Prince of Peace website & click on the giving button. 

For questions contact either Sarah or Tamara.  

Greg and Melissa Mickelson, 7-5 

Paul and Sheryl Swodzinski,  7-6 

Ron and Kathy Schuen,   7-9 

Jim and Karen Douglass,   7-12 

Michael and Debbie Barnett,  7-13 

Jonathan and Melissa Ottesen,  7-17 

Bryce and Allyson Maurer,  7-18 

Doug and Joyce Beak,   7-21 

David and Amy Cooper,   7-23 

Jason and Carly Davis,   7-31 

Anniversaries 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


