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Introduction to the day 
Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this 
power is unilateral; it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without 
money or supplies, so that they will be dependent on how others receive them. When we are 
sent from the assembly to witness and to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent 
on the reception of others. The Spirit always operates in the “between”: between Jesus and his 
Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, between us and those to whom we are 
sent. 
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WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   Before You, Lord, We Bow (ELW 893) 

 

 
 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom. Give 
us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and peace in 
every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:1-5 
A reading from Ezekiel. 

1[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.2And when he 
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 
3He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have 
rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. 
4The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to 
them, “Thus says the Lord God.” 5Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious 
house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
2I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether 
in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I know that such a person—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows—4was caught up into 
Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5On 
behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my 
weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I 
refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from 
me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from 
being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to 
keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would 
leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 
weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Mark 6:1-13 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On the sabbath he began to 
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this 
man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are 
being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and 
Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 
4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and 
among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5And he could do no deed of power there, 
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their 
unbelief.  
  Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to send 
them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to 
take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to 
wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, 
stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear 
you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they 
went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out many demons, and anointed 
with oil many who were sick and cured them. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Will You Let Me Be Your Servant (ELW 659) 
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CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
O Faithful God, on this day of celebrating our country’s independence, we pray for our democracy 
that all citizens may truly take part. Grant wisdom and integrity to our president, vice-president, and 
to all elected officials so that they will make decisions to promote equity, justice, and peace. We are 
grateful for all the freedoms we enjoy, especially the freedom to worship you without persecution. 
We pray for those who don’t have basic freedoms. Keep them safe and help them gain the right to 
speak and worship freely. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Savior Christ, you have set us free, and Paul warns us, “Do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another.” Lead us to turn 
away from our selfishness and focus on serving our neighbors regardless of race, economic class, 
sexual orientation, age, or gender. Your Word reminds us that You made us all in Your image. Help us 
to love and respect all of our brothers and sisters as we live our lives to be a reflection of You. Bless 
Pastor Chad, Katie Beth, our bishops, and all lay church leaders. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Creator God, we thank you for all the amazing ways you love and bless us with bountiful gifts: 
safety, family, friends, work, food, and shelter. Show us to how to love others and share our 
abundance with those in need. Inspire us to be careful stewards of your beautiful world. Teach us to 
care for the Earth and everything in it, and to use its resources wisely.  Empower us to recognize and 
use our many talents to their fullest. We also rejoice with those who are celebrating anniversaries, 
birthdays, and other happy occasions.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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O Loving Father, we pray that your Spirit of Peace will spread throughout our broken world. Bring 
your blessed serenity to places where chaos and violence reign, so that your peace may prevail 
instead. Bestow the spirit of compromise and tolerance on all leaders, so they will end war, torture, 
and revenge. Protect and comfort all who serve in the military, veterans, and the families of military 
personnel. We also pray for the millions of refugees who are desperate to find safety, shelter, food, 
and dignity. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Healer, pour your healing on all who are ill in mind, body, or spirit and restore them to wholeness. 
Support all those dealing with long-term diagnoses, such as depression and dementia. Bless all 
medical personnel and researchers with the wisdom to find cures. Grant patience and strength to all 
caregivers so they may provide the best care and compassion. Bring joy and comfort to our elderly 
loved ones and shut-ins. Remind us that you understand our suffering and are always with us. Lord 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God of compassion, listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or aloud…   Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Comforter, we pray for those to whom death draws near and those who have died. Rest your 
peace, strength, and hope on their family and friends who mourn. Remind us all of the promise of 
eternal life with you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE!  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 
ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG   Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory: Battle Hymn of the Republic (ELW 890) 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 


