
 

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.        —Matthew 5:14 

 

S A L E M   L U T H E R A N   C H U R C H 
2529 N. LaVenture Rd., Mount Vernon, WA 98273 

(360)336-3600       www.slcmv.org 

July 2021 

SLC Church Council Minutes                  June 17, 2021, 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
Call to Order via Zoom at 7:05 pm  
 
Present:  Laurie Benson, Barb Gurney, Assistant Bishop Andy Yee, Nancy 
Raschko, Lynne Rittenhouse, Susan Ragan, Peter Swanson, Bob Ruby, Carl Bruner 
 
Assistant Bishop Andy Yee Report on Transition  
 
 What do we want to get out of this transition time? 
 Healing. Losing everyone at once hurts. We need to use this time to reflect as council and 

congregation as to how we got here with mass exodus. We need to look at our members 
who have left, reinviting members who have left. 

 We need a “people person” as pastor in this time of transition. 
 We have lost all of our young families. How do we get them back? 
 Need to have Mutual Ministry functioning  
 
Possible options for transition pastor 
 Identify a transition pastor – role is to help us thru some transition work and to continue 

the ministry of the congregation, i.e., transition work, worship, visiting. 
 One pastor for worship and another for transition work. 
 One transition pastor working with two or more congregations – might be a great way to 

talk about combining congregations in partnership. Relationship building is the goal. 
This would be a perfect time for us at Salem. We can add this to the goal of transition 
pastor.  

 
Miscellaneous items 
 Transition team will be asking congregation questions and help with healing.   
 MSP – Make sure we are specific about what we are discerning from congregation about 

what we want, i.e., Pastoral care to include visitation of all membership, not just home-
bound.  

 Salary for transition pastor should be pretty much the same as we were paying last  
      pastor. 
 Transition team is separate from council – council has their own work to do.  Transition 

team is usually 5-8 people and may include council members who want to be part of the 
team.  Call committee is 5-8 people. Maybe ask people who have left to join transition 
team. 

 We will interview transition pastor to see if we think this would be a good fit. 
    What cues from do we take from the community? Does our congregation represent our 
      greater community?                                                                                  (Continued on Page 3)
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C   UNCIL NEWS 

 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Standing Items:  
Approval of May Meeting Minutes. Motion to approve – Susan/second Lynne. Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Ministry Teams Activity (when available) 
Finance (Susan, Peter)  - Signatories on General Fund, Capital Developm ent, 
and Scholar ship fund are Susan Ragan, Roger Ragusa, Barbara Gurney, and Laurie Benson.  
 Samaritan Account signatories are Susan Ragan. 
 Youth Account signatories are Susan Ragan, Sean DiLulo, Treva Votipka, Mike McManus 

and Emily Hanger. 
 
MOTION:  Rem ove Marc Hander  from  all Banner  Bank accounts, Susan/second 
Carl. Passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION:  Rem ove Sean DiLulo, Treva Votipka, Em ily Hanger  and Mike 
McManus from Youth Account at Banner Bank.  Add Laurie Benson.  Susan/seconded 
Lynne. Passed unanimously. 
 
We will wait until new transition pastor is onsite before changing Samaritan Account 
signatories. 
 
Regathering Team - We will be verifying vaccination cards over the next two weeks in an-
ticipation of dropping masks and social distancing on July 4th for all vaccinated attendees. 
We will no longer be taking temperatures. 
 
Salem Village (Gene Van Selus)  Old Honda self-propelled walk behind is working 
OK. We put on a new blade and have new drive wheels on order and hope to finish the sea-
son with it. 
 
Old/Continuing Business:  
 
 Council and committee positions for 2021 - Roger and Barb will continue to meet to re-

view committees and their chairs. Hope to have a proposal by the end of July/August. 
 Audit update – Bob will connect with Eric and get back to council.  
 
New Business: 
 
 HVAC Replacement   
MOTION:  Author ize Don Ney to contract w ith Foss Heating to replace one 
HVAC unit (classrooms 1&2 and 3&4 with funds to be used from line of  credit.  Susan/
Seconded Laurie. Passed unanimously. 
 
 Name Change on Church Credit Card  
MOTION:  Rem ove Rory Rochelle  as guarantor  on church credit card. W e are 
removing Rory from the church credit card. The church is a nonprofit and so we do not need 
a guarantor.  Susan/seconded Laurie.  Approved unanimously. 
 
MOTION:  Appoint Peter  Sw anson to council to fill vacated position by Hollie 
Benson.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Adjourned at 9:05 pm with the Lord’s Prayer 
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Women’s Bible Study 
 

 The Women's Bible Study for July is scheduled for the fourth  
Wednesday, July 28, 2021 at 9:30 m.   
 
We are meeting in the music room at church. Come join us! 
 

Sewing for Others 
 

Sewing for Others meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month at 9:15 am. 
We are putting together and tying LWR quilts.  If you have a favorite needle, thimble 
and scissors — bring them.  Otherwise, you can use our equipment.    Questions —  
Linda Dunlap  (253)548-6439 or (253)863-8627 

Men’s Monthly Breakfast 
 
Monthly Men’s Breakfast meets the 1st Tuesday of the month.  Join us for wonderful 
breakfast and good conversations at Curious Chef at the Outlet Mall,  7:30 a.m.  Any 
questions, contact Dale Ragan 360/708-0975.   

You are invited to help provide School Kits for Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) – School supply sales are a great 
time to purchase necessary items  for the LWR school 
kits.  A supply list for these kits is on our website 
(SLCMV.org) and will be included in our weekly e-mail. 
We have also posted this information in the narthex 
along with a collection box for the supplies.  Donations 
for these  
supplies will be collected through September 14thth;   
Packing by October 10th;   taken to the LWR In-Gathering 
sight.  Questions?  Please contact Janice Stepp at  

425-210-2733 or wmpjms@gmail.com    
 
Sewing help needed – Please consider sewing the 

plain, drawstring bags which should be made of sturdy 

fabric with a finished size of approximately 14” x 17”.  No 

standard backpacks, or drawstring bags with logos of any 

kind please.  Completed bags can be placed in the box 

along with school supplies Hopefully we can send at least 

20 school kits to LWR.     

mailto:wmpjms@gmail.com
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Introducing   
Janice Stepp  
 
       I was born in Seattle, Washington, am a 
cradle Lutheran having been baptized when 
3 months old, confirmed in May of 1962, 
graduated from Cleveland High School 
1966, married to my husband Bill nearly 37 
years until his death in July 2009.  We are 
the proud parents of two wonderful young 
women Courtney, a kindergarten teacher in 
the Renton School District and Melissa a manager at Molten Works Studio in 
Woodinville, Washington.  Being a mom and wife were two of my most rewarding 
jobs.  I retired in 2011 from the Lake Stevens School District as a Secretary/
Receptionist at the high school and moved to Mount Vernon in August of 2018.   
       My faith, love of God and people, is something I cherish and do not take for 
granted.  Education of all kind is an integral part of my faith life and journey.   I 
have learned from every person I have encountered, gained skills as I grow, and 
am confident talking about my faith while encouraging others as they journey.  I 
am active with Women of the ELCA (WELCA), have served on the Synodical 
Women’s Board as well as church councils, and various ministry teams.   
        I am a beginning quilter, crochet a bit, read, especially historical fiction,  

travel and am happy to continue my faith journey and growth with all the people 

of Salem Lutheran in beautiful Mount Vernon.    

       I love to read scripture for worship, while serving in whatever capacity I can, 

as God guides me, to enhance the ministry of Salem.  Please respond favorably, if 

you are able and feel comfortable, as I will be getting to know this congregation 

better asking for readers of the lessons during worship.  Thanks! 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE 
UNTO THE LORD 

Beginning Sunday, July 4th, the  
joyous sounds of Salem’s faithful will 
once again ring through the sanctuary.  
If you still have a red hymnal at home 
from drive-in services, would you 
please return it to the church. 
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CELEBRATI   NS   
Blake Gurney graduated  Magna Cum 
Laude with a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemistry on May 8th 2021 from 
Washington State University. 
 
He started his new job June 7th in 
Richmond, Virginia as a member of 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity  
Services Team 
 
 
 

This year’s scholarships have been awarded to following students.  Congratulations to 
each of these young adults! 
 
 Gabe Hander  Sunnell scholarship for $875  
 Chase Rochelle  Hamburg scholarship for $875  
 Carly Ney   Jurgens scholarship for $875  
 Grace Uppendahl  Loft scholarship for $875  
 
The 10 remaining students received Salem scholarships each for $500  
 
 
 

 Avery Cook 
 Alexia Rolf  
 Mikayla Rolf  
 Colin Rittenhouse  
 Kyle Hanger 
  

Andrew Henry 
Ben Omdal  
Tyler Henry  
Hunter Berard  
Connor Nelson 
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ANN   UNCEMENTS 
EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN! 

 

Salem’s Care Team is “EVOLVING”.  We will now be known as SALEM VISITORS.  
This is a great opportunity to connect with members of our congregation and to live 
out our Mission Statement.  It is “doing for a friend what a friend would do.” 
  
Our purpose is to connect primarily with members who are, for whatever reason,  
temporarily or permanently,  unable to participate in the life of the congregation by 
weekly attendance.  Primarily we visit them at their residence, occasionally we  
provide transportation to an appointment, if needed, or bring the Sacrament, if  
requested. Ideally, we prefer to work in teams of two, if possible. 
  
We meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 11:00 a.m. in the library at Salem to 
share information, educate, and coordinate our  mission. This is an extremely  
rewarding ministry, and we encourage anyone interested or with more questions to 
contact Nancy Slind or Kay Stendal. 

IF YOU’RE MY FRIEND 
 
I often turn to the Lord in prayer, 
And I’m humbly grateful to know He’s 
there. 
But there are times when I feel the need 
Of a friend on earth who’s a friend in 
deed. 
 
When I’ve a problem so hard to solve 
That all my thoughts around it revolve; 
What comfort, then, true friendship 
brings 
By helping me think about pleasanter 
things. 
 
And when my heart is heavy and sore, 
I want you to come to my front door; 
To come inside and wait and see 
To sit for awhile and just talk with me. 
 
 

 
To know the warmth of a friendly hand; 
And a soft voice whispering, “I under-
stand.” 
 
To know that I am a friend to you. 
For there may be times when you need 
me too. 
 
Yes, the greatest gift from God above 
Is the wonderful attribute of love. 
Oh, of joy and comfort there’ll be no end 
For either of us—if you’re my friend. 
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NW WA Synod News 
          For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1 
 

What does freedom mean to you? In this month that we in the United States  
celebrate Independence Day with fireworks and barbecues (yay for vaccines – we 
can have barbecues again!), what is freedom? 
 

Well … first let’s consider what freedom is NOT. Freedom is NOT enormous sums of 
money, power, privilege, assets, stocks and bonds, cars, clothes, or degrees.  
Freedom is NOT being able to do anything you want without worrying how your  

actions might affect another. Freedom is NOT hedonism or casual cruelty. Freedom is NOT the ability to yell at 
someone either in person or online. Freedom is NOT to be taken lightly. 
 

Unfortunately, we have conflated freedom with selfishness. We have decided freedom means we don’t have 
to worry about our behavior or words. We have decided that we no longer need to be civil or caring or under-
standing of another’s viewpoint or worldview or interest. In this synod, I am concerned at the rancor I am 
hearing, the level of uncivil discourse, and the inability to listen to people from different sides of different  
issues. 
 

So … what IS freedom? 
 

Martin Luther writes in The Freedom of a Christian that through Christ, we are set free from sin into new life. 
He writes: 
 

From faith flow forth love and joy in the Lord, and from love a cheerful, willing, free spirit, disposed to 
serve our neighbor voluntarily, without taking any account of gratitude or ingratitude, praise or blame, 
gain or loss. Its object is not to lay [others] under obligations, nor does it distinguish between friends 
and enemies, or look to gratitude or ingratitude, but most freely and willingly spends itself and its 
goods, whether it loses them through ingratitude, or gains good will. 

 

Freedom described in this way sounds amazing. But we know that it isn’t that simple. We all know that even as 
baptized children of God, even as people assured that we are saved through Jesus Christ, even as people who 
revel in freedom – we know that we are not always cheerful and willing, disposed to serve our neighbor  
voluntarily. We know that the freedom we have been given through Jesus is sometimes squandered because 
of greed, racism, homophobia, sexism, nationalism, individualism, pride, and so much more. Quite simply, sin. 
We think that we are free and yet we are choosing death over abundant life. 
 

And yet … what a gift we have been given! For when we live fully into our baptisms, we are called into  
community with God and with one another. We are called into caring for one another. We are called to listen, 
love, and serve others – even those we might not particularly like. God calls us away from selfish behavior and 
into freedom to commit ourselves fully to each other. As Paul writes in Galatians 6:2: “Bear one another’s  
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” As baptized children of God and as the body of Christ 
in this world, we are called to the freedom of Christ. And this means we are called to a life not only for  
ourselves, but to die to ourselves and live truly in the freedom of bearing one another’s burdens. 
 

As a proud American, I love the Fourth of July. As a person following Jesus, I know that freedom means more 
than waving a flag or wearing the colors of red, white, and blue. As Martin Luther writes in his treatise On 
Christian Freedom, “A Christian is the most free lord of all, and subject to none; a Christian is the most dutiful servant of all, 
and subject to everyone.”  
 

May freedom in Christ reign. May the love of Christ be with you and all that you encounter. 
+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee / bishop@lutheransnw.org  

mailto:bishop@lutheransnw.org
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                BLOOD DRIVE 
     SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
           Multi-Purpose Room 
                          
You can register for an appointment by calling 800-398-7888 or online 
at   https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx 

 
Below are the scheduled dates and times.   
 
July 15 10:00 am—5:00 pm  Aug 10 10:00 am—5:00 pm 
July 16 9:30 am--5:00 pm  Aug 11 9:00 am—5:00 pm 
July 19 10:00 am—5:30 pm  Aug 12 10:00 am—5:00 pm 
July 20 9:00 am-4:00 pm  Aug 31 10:00 am—5:00 pm 
 
Due to increased usage of type O Negative by hospitals, some appointment slots 
have been reserved for this blood type. If you are O Negative and can donate in the  
immediate future, please call us at 800-398-7888 or schedule@bloodworksnw.org for 
a special reservation time.   

https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
mailto:schedule@bloodworksnw.org
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Year-to-Date Financial Comparison for Salem 

May Financials: 
 
Total Income: $20,921.55 
Total Expense: $27,925.04 
 
Net Income:               ($ 7,003.49) 

July 3      Spencer DiLulo 
            Rachel Omdal 
July 4      Lyle Archer 
July 6      Mary Pat Lorente 
July 7      Joyce Johnson 
           Myrene Moller 
July 11    Patti Burklund 
                Barb Schlagel 
          Trina Uppendahl 
July 14   Addy Pratt 
July 20   Martha Nelson 
July 21   Linda Castleberry 
 
 

July 22     Mike McManus 
July 23    Janice Lanier 
            Lydia Meece 
            Mikayla Rolfs 
July 24    Donna Johnson 
            Erik Pihl 
July 25    Connor Swanson 
July 27    Shirley Gonzales 
            Susan Hall 
July 30   Lisa Kennaugh 
 

July 2      Roger & Wendy Ragusa       33 yrs 
July 9      Chris & Cheryl Felt               33 yrs 
July 14    Mel & Alice Takehara           31 yrs 
July 22   Torey & Lisa Swanson          21 yrs 
July 28   Dan & Ann Berard                 20 yrs 

  Jan Through Jan Through      

  to May  to May  2021 to BUDGET  Act 2021 

   2020  2021  2020 2021  

to Bud 
2021 

           

TOTAL INCOME  $133,576  $112,922  -15.5% $120,600  -6.4% 

                

OPERATING EXPENSE  $32,912   $36,676  11.4% $33,825  8.4% 

TOTAL STAFF EXPENSES  $107,134  $91,526  -14.6% $95,811  -4.5% 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES  $140,046  $128,202  -8.5% $129,636  -1.1% 

          

RESERVE FOR CHURCH OPERATIONS  -$6,469  -$15,280    -$9,036   
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APPRECIATI   NS 

The 2021 Gurney Tourney 3 on3 Basketball 
Tournament is going virtual this year, but 
there are several ways you can still donate to 
The Brian Gurney Memorial Scholarship 
Fund.  
 
You can donate by using Venmo, sending a 
check, contributing directly to the Burlington
-Edison Alumni Foundation (B-EAF), or  
coming to the drive-by donation site on 
 Saturday, July 24th from Noon-2:00pm. Check 
out the tourney’s website at:  
 
thegurneytourney.com for all the details. 

Dear Salem Lutheran Scholarship  
Committee, 
        I am honored and so very thankful 
to be awarded this scholarship. This 
helps my journey at Oregon State as I 
pursue academic excellence, crafting 
 the many talents God has given me. 
  
 Sincerely, Connor Nelson 
 

Thank you very much for the graduation 
gift. The quilt will be a comfort for me at 
Baylor University. I appreciate  your 
generosity and thank you again. 
   
  Matthew Lowrie 

http://thegurneytourney.com


 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
2529 N. LaVenture RD. 
MOUNT VERNON, WA 98273 

 

 
SALEM STAFF:  

 
 
 

Jim Bowers, Custodian  
 
 

Church Office 
office@slcmv.org 

 +  +  
  

Building Use Requests 
building_use@slcmv.org 

CHURCH COUNCIL:  

Roger Ragusa  

 President 

____________ 

      Vice President 

Susan Ragan,  

 Treasurer 

Laurie Benson, 

 Secretary 

Lynne Rittenhouse 

Bob Ruby 

Nancy Raschko 

Carl Bruner 

Peter Swanson 

Barb Gurney 

     Past President 

 

Worship Sundays, 10 a.m. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 
9 a.m.-Noon    Monday and 

Wednesdays 
 

WEBSITE: 
www.slcmv.org 

 
“Salem ELCA” App 

(Apple & Google Play Stores) 
 

Like us on Facebook 
@Salem Lutheran Church E.L.C.A. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

It is our mission as members of this congregation to share 
the unconditional love of God in Jesus Christ with all people,  

and to serve God by serving others. 

JULY NEWSLETTER 


